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From the Commander ... 

October is already here.  I’m sure most of you have noticed 
changes around our Post and how busy we are.  Our beautiful 
acreage has definitely been put to use these past couple 
months. Events, campers, live music, and great friends.  What 
more could you ask for? 

Remember, we are a volunteer organization. If you have 
something you’re interested in volunteering for, please let me 
know. We are also still looking for another bartender to join 
our team.  Please be kind and courteous to our employees.  I 
do not know what we’d do without them.  I’m sure most of 
you have heard that Ms. Connie will be leaving us in the near 
future.  I am for sure going to miss her.  Please let her know 
how much Post 639 has appreciated her years of faithful ser-
vice. I’m sure I speak for everyone that she will be greatly 
missed. Thank you, Connie, for all you have done.  

I just got home from a trip to see the Missouri Veterans Me-
morial in Perryville, MO.  If you ain’t been there, you should 
make plans for a visit. 

Stand tall and proud, always work hard no matter what the 
task is.  Thank you for all of your support.  If you need me, 
please email or call me anytime.   

commanderlz639@gmail.com, 417-225-2650.  

Hope to see you at the General Meeting. 

Commander Mike Goforth 

 Chaplain 
 

The loss of two friends in the month of August has made me 

look on my life. 

The Lord knows when you lose a friend, he can give you hope 

that there is life in Heaven.  If you have accepted the Lord 

Jesus as your savior, He will save your soul, and if something 

happens, He will take you to Heaven to be with Him. 

Think on these things and have hope !! 

God Bless,  

Your Chaplain Rex Krasche 

Finance Officer  

Hello members, and thank you for your service !! 

August was a good month for the Post.  Special thanks to the 

ALA, SAL, ALR, and ALL of our volunteers for stepping up 

to host and support our Post events.  The Bar and Kitchen 

sales continue to be strong, and events like the Queen of 

Hearts and Bike Night @ LZ639 are drawing big crowds.  All 

these things equate to increased sales.  

Please visit your club often and bring a friend !! 

Paul Doelger 

Finance Officer 

Auxiliary 

Orange pumpkins, yellowed corn stalks, colorful mums and 
cooler temperatures. Fall is right around the corner and that 
brings Halloween!  ALA is having their annual Children’s 
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 25th, from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. and it is open to the public.  We are also having an Adult 
Halloween Costume Contest Party that evening from 6:00 to 
10:00 p.m.  We will be serving a Pulled Pork Dinner for 
$10.00 out of the LZ Sugar Shack, starting at 6:00.  Live music 
starting at 6:30 by High & Mighty and the Costume Contest 
starts at 8:30. Enter the contest with a $5.00 entry fee, per per-
son, for a chance of winning $100.00 for 1st place.  Come sup-
port your ALA and have a Howling good time!  

We want to thank everyone who attended our Annual POW/
MIA Ceremony and Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, September 
17th.  This ceremony holds a special place in our hearts and it is 
an honor for us to perform it.   

Your support and donations help us to continue our mission 
and assist others who are helping the veterans and their fami-
lies in our community.  Monies that we received for our poppy 
fund during 50/50 on Wednesdays allowed us to donate 
$250.00 to Kathy and Bob Davis’ organization, “Change A 
Life, Make A Difference” during the Ride to Live event on 
September 11th.  Kathy and Bob are advocates for the preven-
tion of veteran suicide and ALA is truly grateful for their pas-
sion, dedication and determination to make a difference in the 
lives of our veterans.  

We are in need of Halloween decorations for October 25th.  We 
are looking for corn stalks, pumpkins, gourdes, orange and 
black lights, bales of straw or hay, black spiders (not the live 
ones) skeletons (not the real ones), spider webbing (only the 
fake ones ) and any and all things Halloween! If you can do-
nate, please have your items at the Post by Friday, October 24th 

L to R - Sherri Hawk, Kathy Davis, Suzanne Igou, Tara 

Cooperider, Mikayla Criger, Paula Maxheimer, Hallie Scott, 

Diana Cooperider, Suzanne Heppard 
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at 6:00 p.m.  Thank you in advance!  

Happy Fall y’all! 

In the Spirit of Service, not Self 

Diana Cooperider 

President, Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion  

The Sons of the American Legion want YOU !! 

We are looking for men of any age who are interested in help-

ing with a variety of different events and projects to help with 

improvements with our LZ 639 

Some examples of things that you would be helping with are: 

• 50/50 sales and fundraising at events with the Legion 

• Cooking and serving food for scheduled events at the Le-

gion.  

• Assisting with physical updates and repairs/maintenance 

with our beloved Legion Post..  

If you think you have what it takes, we would love to see you 

at our next meeting.  

Meet us at LZ 639 on October 11th at 7PM !! 

Sincerely,  

Curtis Myers, Commander 

Legion Riders  

Summer’s rapidly leaving us, and our riding schedule is get-
ting close to the end, but regardless, we haven’t slowed down.  

Our ALR Buffet during Queen of Hearts last Wednesday, 9/1 
was a SUCCESS !!  We made a total of $380 for ALR to use 
in veteran support efforts.  

During our August ALR monthly meeting, a generous dona-
tion was collected for Gail Wiley. Ron and I delivered a be-
reavement tray from Hy-Vee for the family and friends of Ti-
ny who came to visit.   

Kathy Davis’s 9/11 “Ride to Live” event was success !!!  

Several of our members went on the ride to the Wall in Per-
ryville, MO  

Our monthly ride on 9/25 to Ozark 
Café in Jasper Arkansas will be in 
the books shortly.  

October 2nd, a Memorial ride is scheduled for our ALR veter-
an Bill Maxheimer to The Barn Restaurant in Ava, MO. 
Desserts will be served upon returning to the Post. KSU is 
pending at this time, so watch your email/text messages for 
updates as they are decided.  We will be posting updates when 
available.  

REMEMBER, if you’ve not already paid your dues, get 
them in as soon as possible so we can put this yearly task 
behind us.  Just a reminder, also, that you have the option 
of paying your ALR dues at the bar, either in person or 

you can call them in.  

Remaining 2021 Rides. Update your calendars …….. 

10/02 -  Bill Maxheimer Memorial Ride, The Barn, Ava, MO 

10/23 – ALR Monthly Ride - Gaston’s, Lakeview AR  

Ride safe out there .. 

Marsha Crom, ALR Chapter 639 Director 

Historian/Newsletter Editor  

As the nation observed the 20th Anniversary of the 9/11 at-

tacks, I was particularly struck by the poignance of former 

President George W. Bush’s remarks at the Flight 93 National 

Memorial in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Specifically referenc-

ing  “veterans and people in uniform”, the former President 

said:  

“After 9/11, millions of brave Americans stepped forward 

and volunteered to serve in the Armed Forces, and military 

measures taken over the past 20 years to pursue dangers at 

their source have led to debate.  But one thing is certain: we 

owe an assurance to all who have fought our nation’s most 

recent battles. 

The cause you pursued in the call of duty is the noblest 

America has to offer. You have shielded your fellow citizens 

from danger. You have defended the beliefs of your country 

and advanced the rights of the downtrodden. You have been 

the face of hope and mercy in dark places. You have been a 

force for good in the world. Nothing can tarnish your honor 

or diminish your accomplishments to you and the honored 
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dead. Our country is forever grateful”.  

My service as a United States Marine ran from December ‘71 

to December ‘77, during the Vietnam Era.  I never deployed, 

but many of my Marine Musician brothers did in the mid-late 

60’s. Many earned Combat Action Ribbons. After the war 

ended in ‘75 with an evacuation as we just witnessed in Af-

ghanistan, I saw some of the same disillusionment I’m sure is 

being felt by some GWOT veterans now.  

I’m very thankful and proud of former President Bush’s as-

surance to our present-day veterans. I wish there had been 

more similar sentiment in the country back in ‘75.Things 

might have been much easier for that group of veterans that 

found themselves in similar circumstances.  Both groups have 

earned the eternal gratitude of the nation they served.  

REMINDER: (I’m including the following information 

from last month, as it’s important enough to do so).  

 if you are receiving the newsletter in hardcopy form, you 

can help the Post out by contacting us with an e-mail ad-

dress and receiving the newsletter electronically. The e-

mail version  (1) is in COLOR, (2) reduces postage cost to 

the Post,  (3) allows us to include more content than is al-

lowed with a mailed hardcopy, (4) reduces cost of supplies. 

(11x17 paper and printer toner is EXPENSIVE) and (5) 

reduces the volunteer hours required to print, fold, tape 

and deliver to the Post Office.  These funds could be used 

in other ways to support our veterans.  AS ALWAYS,  I 

understand the need for some to continue to receive hard-

copy. But if at all possible, PLEASE convert.  You’ll be 

very glad you did.  

Semper Fi …….. 

Bob Kalwat 

Post 639 Historian/Newsletter Editor 

Service Officer  

Applying for Veterans Benefits 

 

The Veterans Administration provides a wide variety of bene-

fits to veterans and their families.  These benefits fall onto 

four broad categories and each category has its own approval 

process and forms; 

 

Disability Benefits - Form 21-526EZ 

Education Benefits - Form 22-1990 or Form 22-1995 

Healthcare Benefits - Form 10-10EZ 

 

If you have a computer you can get these forms at VA.gov or 

just ask any Veteran Service Officer (VSO) to get one for 

you.  All applications are processed at the Regional Office in 

St. Louis (address below).  Other facilities cannot do it.  If 

you have questions or need help contact any VSO. 

 

St. Louis Regional VA Office 

Charles F. Prevedel Federal Building 

9700 Page Avenue 

St. Louis MO 63132  

Bob Scott 

Service Officer, Post 639 

From the Galley ...  

Things are going really well in the kitchen.  The lunch crowd 

continues to grow and Friday afternoon Happy Hour is popu-

lar. Happy Hour appetizers on Fridays will be from 4-

6PM, OR until the food is gone. It’s usually gone by 5PM, 

so get there early to get yours with your favorite beverage 

to wash it all down !!! 

We try to do a special on Fridays for lunch, but sometimes 

prior commitments stop us from getting the necessary prep 

work done.  We’ve recently had two members express an in-

terest in volunteering in the kitchen.  When this happens we 

will try to do luncheon specials three days a week.  

We are also working on updating the menu. Outdated items 

will be removed and newer items added.  If you’d like to see 

something on the menu, come visit with Larry.  

Beginning the first Monday in November (November 1st) we 

will be starting a “build your own” Taco Bar for Monday 

lunches.  Once you order has been processed, just “build your 

own” with a selection of toppings. Menu will included tacos, 

taco salads, taco bowls, homemade chili and a dessert.  There 

will be no regular menu on Mondays during this trial run. 

With colder weather on the way, expect to see more soups and 

stews coming out.  

If you have any suggestions for improving the kitchen, or an-

ything you would like to see as a special, please come in and 

visit with Larry.  

We hope everyone enjoys the food we turn out, and we will 

strive for improvement until our kitchen is one we are all 

proud of.  

Stop in soon !! 

Larry and the kitchen crew 

From the LZ639 Bar Manager ...  

To my Post 639 family & Friends …. 

.I just wanted to say thank you from 

my heart for your patience, support, & 

your friendship through the years.  I 

came to even be here through my son 

& Jeremy. When they found Post 639 

they were like “we’re home!”. So ex-

cited!  

This is bittersweet, my leaving, as it’s been a BIG part of my 
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life for the last 14years. So,  to say that it doesn’t make me sad 

would be untrue, but I feel it’s time.  So now I will sit with 

you my friends on the other side of the bar!   

I have learned a lot here, many valuable lessons  & been hum-

bled many times & for that I will always be grateful. I’ve had 

the privilege of making some true & good friends that I treas-

ure & keep close always.  

As we know behind the bar we are to leave our personal things 

at the door.. but I’m sure there were days that didn’t always 

seem the case. For those times -   THANK YOU  for seeing 

me through  that.  

Thank you to our  Commander who supports us always & the 

Officers of the Post. Thank you Larry,  for feeding us & 

making our lunches better! The Ladies Aux, The SAL, The 

ALR  as  well as all the people that volunteer & support our 

Post & us as well!  Ron Jackson,  I just want to say thank 

you’ from my heart for your friendship, support, & for all you 

do for all of us at Post 639. Your Post, they will never find 

another you!. Our friends at the Federal Medical Center that 

come by...... for meetings of course). You make our day!

Thanks for the memories,  you’re the best!   

Deanna thank you for hanging in with me - we zig & zag well 

together, I couldn’t have done it without you! Mia your gonna 

be great!    

With love always   

Connie Johnston 

The Saluting Marine  

On September 

15th, Post 639 

was honored to 

host SSgt. Tim 

Chambers, “The 

Saluting Marine” 

of Rolling Thun-

der / Ride to Re-

member fame. 

He travels the 

country in sup-

port of veterans 

and their causes, 

and we were 

blessed to have 

him with us. His shared experiences from 9/11 and years 

since were an inspiration to us all, and reenergized all of 

us to continue our efforts for our beloved veterans.  

Semper Fidelis, SSgt. Chambers !!!  

October VSO Spotlight Veterans of 

Foreign Wars  

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States is a nonprofit veterans ser-
vice organization comprised of eligible 
veterans and military service members 
from the active, guard and reserve forces. 

We trace our roots back to 1899 when vet-
erans of the Spanish-American War 
(1898) and the Philippine Insurrection (1899-1902) founded 
local organizations to secure rights and benefits for their ser-
vice. Many arrived home wounded or sick. There was no medi-
cal care or veterans' pension for them, and they were left to care 
for themselves.  

In their misery, some of these veterans banded together and 
formed organizations that would eventually band together and 
become known as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States. After chapters were formed in Ohio, Colorado and 
Pennsylvania, the movement quickly gained momentum. To-
day, membership stands at more than 1.5 million members of 
the VFW and its Auxiliary. 

Our voice was instrumental in establishing the Veterans Ad-
ministration, development of the national cemetery system, in 
the fight for compensation for Vietnam vets exposed to Agent 
Orange and for veterans diagnosed with Gulf War Syndrome. 
In 2008, we won a long-fought victory with the passing of a GI 
Bill for the 21st Century, giving expanded educational benefits 
to America's active duty service members, and members of the 
guard and reserves, fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan. We were 
the driving force behind the Veterans Access and Accountabil-
ity Act of 2014, and continually fight for improved VA medical 
centers services for women veterans. 

Besides helping fund the creation of the Vietnam, Korean War, 
World War II and Women in Military Service memorials, in 
2005 the VFW became the first veterans' organization to con-
tribute to building the new Disabled Veterans for Life Memori-
al, which opened in November 2010. And in 2015, we became 
the first supporter of the National Desert Storm War Memorial 
which is planned for construction at our nation's capital. 

We have many programs and services that work to support vet-
erans, service members and their families, as well as communi-
ties worldwide. Please check out our latest fact sheet or spend 
some time browsing our site to learn why No One Does More 
For Veterans. 

Visit or contact: 

VFW J. Wilbur Adams Post 3404                                    
Commander: Nolan Moody                                                 
1136 E. Atlantic Ave.                                                      
Springfield, MO  65803                                                      
(417) 865-6929 
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Recollections of Midway -                        

Sgt Ed Fox   

In the June 2021 newsletter, Ed 

Fox’s story of the Battle of Mid-

way was published. As a follow-

up, Ed was interviewed in May 

2021 at 639 for additional con-

tent, which included Midway, 

Iwo Jima, atomic bomb testing, and post-war occupation of Japan. Post 

639 will publish a portion of the transcript of that interview. Last month 

(July), Part 1 -  “Beach Patrols -  Midway Island.” August, Part 2 -  

“Preparing to repel boarders -  Midway Island” September, Part 3 -  

“Invader, Midway Atoll”.  This month,  Part 4 -  “Midway Battle, 

and the years that follow”. November,  Part 5 -  “Iwo Jima” 

 (Recommendation  -  To get a sense of context, read Ed’s original 

article in the June 2021 edition.) Be sure and check out the November 

2021 Newsletter for Part 5…. 

On 4 June a US submarine, USS Tambor SS-198 operating  west of Mid-
way, at night, was told “there are friendlies in  your area, use caution”. 
Our Navy Task Force of three  carriers were northwest of Midway and 
had air/submarine  patrols out. Tambor submerged, periscope up 
looked  about, couldn’t see anything and stayed submerged and  traveled 
further west. Once they detected ships in the  area, Lt. Cmdr. Murphy 
could see only what was “hulls down” using the periscope. ( Remember 
this is at  night.) And he, not knowing who they were, friendly or Japa-
nese,  leaning on “friendly”, he surfaced. And still unable to ID  the ships. 
He had a signalman already on the bridge, had  him signaled the nearest 
ship “Identify yourself” with the  signal gun. Murphy soon found that he 
surfaced right in  the middle of the Japanese task force headed to-
wards  Midway. Now in “Deep dodo” only one thing to do, crash  dive.  
 
The Japanese and the Tambor quickly took evasive actions. Tambor head-
ed down to get away, the two Japanese  heavy cruisers that were to bom-
bard Midway went flank and made evasive turns to get away from the 
American submarine. As panic must have jolted the Cruiser Captains, 
both began turns at flank speed and unfortunately for them, one T-boned 
the other. Neither could continue towards Midway.  

In the excitement of that flash signal to that Japanese  ship, which was a 
heavy cruiser, the Japanese attempted to get the hell out of there. and 
alerted the rest of their ships. The two heavy cruisers had been headed 
for  Midway. The Japanese landing forces were to land on the south end 
of Sand Island where I was positioned, in two days... (This info passed to 
me from Japanese Admiral Kodi, meet him in Honolulu and on Midway 
for the 75th Memorial Ceremonies. Now a text friend.)   

The Tambor went deep from the chaos on the surface. The Cmdr. was 
later court-martialed because he did not take advantage of confusion 
above him . Poor Cmdr. Murphy, I still thank him from diverting those 
two cruisers from my position, I would have never lived through 
a shelling.   

I had about seven feet of sand above my 
bunker. If the Japanese Cruisers had 
gotten to position; I doubt I’d be here 
writing this for you. And there were 
5,000 Japanese troops combat  experi-
enced , just over the horizon.  

I tell my audiences, when I speak of 
Midway, I talk about the air support, 
Torpedo Squadron 8, and Tambor. I did 
not know any of them, but they covered 
my back.  Only one, only one  pilot was saved out of that mess. 
The entire TBF squadron 8 was wiped out. At the time that  they were 
dropping their torpedoes, or attempting to, they  were about 500 feet 
off the deck, doing about 120 knots  holding on their target. In the 
meantime, the Japanese  cover on the aircraft carriers, their CAP’s 
(Combat Air  Patrols) left their position to obviously attack the 
US  TBF’s, which would then leave the cover on the carrier  unpro-

When the OIF/OEF Memorial was at Post 639 in June of this 

year, the 13 young veterans above were vibrant members of 

their families, serving their country and protecting our free-

doms here.  On August 27th, their service cost them their 

lives as they were protecting the innocent. Our love for them 

and their families knows no bounds. When the Memorial 

returns in several years, their names /pictures will have been 

added to the displays. We will pay proper homage to them 

and their families at that time. Until then, rest in peace 

brothers/sisters. We have the watch. 
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tected.  And that’s when our SBD’s made the 
hits.   

When I arrive to give a talk, I always ask, how 
many Navy  veterans are in the audience. I 
single them out and let  them know that this 
Marine appreciates what the Navy did for me. 
They always seem to get a kick out of a Jar-
head praising the Navy. . I also carry dedicated 
lapel pins that the Navy Recruiters  have given 
me, when I pass them off it is a handshake 
similar as to passing a Challenge Coin, it’s a 
US  Navy/American Flag lapel pin.   

Our public haven’t forgotten. We think people have  forgotten, 
but they haven’t. That hat I wear at Hy-Vee,  people often say 
“Thank You”, or “Appreciate your  service”. Wear yours.  

Had a touching scene not too long ago. A woman, elderly,  in a 
check-out line opposite me, said “I noticed your hat – you’re a Ma-
rine?”. “Yes Ma’am”. “You were in World War  II?” “Yes Ma’am”. 
She, “My husband was a Navy Chief in  World War II”.  When she 
said “was”, that put me on guard. She stopped  what she was doing, 
walked around the checkout and told  me that this day, was his birth-
day . That really got to me,  up tight now. And the next thing she 
said to me was “May I hug you?” Time stopped for a while, every-
one around us  hearing this just froze. There were a lot of teary 
eyes’. I  still see her occasionally, she spots me and sends off 
an  “ASL” kiss to me, then we go on.   

Those are things you never forget.  Or when you see a little kid go 
by you in a grocery cart,  he’s with his father or mother and he sa-
lutes you, well you  know damn well that family is doing something 
right.  
 
At Sam’s during the checkout, a couple of years ago, I had  my Mid-
way Marine hat on that I often wear. In the far line  was a boy about 
12 years old with his mother, their cart  about ready to check out. The 
youngster had a Marine field  cap on. He was talking to h is mother, 
looking at me and  pointing. Eventually he walked over to me, salut-
ed  regulation style,“Thank you for your service, Marine. My  grand-
father’s a Marine”. I returned the salute, I said  “Great, where is he? 
“He’s on the Wall, sir.” Dumbass me!  

His eyes started to tear up and was having difficulty trying  to keep 
it all together too. I got down to his level, and as we hugged, he is 
becoming very emotional, his mother joined  us and laid a hand on 
my shoulder and apologized for him. “This is the first time in public 
Wilfred has expressed such  emotions of his grandfather.” It took 
quite a while for everyone within listening to  recover from what just 
occurred.  

Thank you, Marine.  

“We are not forgotten” 
 
Each anniversary year when I’m in Honolulu and I wear my Midway 
cap with the Marine Corps emblem on it, everyone I meet responds 
with gratitude.   

The fan letters that I have come from this country, and from oth-
er parts of the world, Canada, Hungary, Prague,  etc., they’re all 
respectful, and most are just wanting my autograph on something 
they’ve downloaded on-line, mostly pictures.   

They only ask for my autograph. The last request I had was an 
8x10, black and white, he had downloaded and wanted me to 
autograph it and send it back to him.   

I downloaded a couple of color pictures, 5x7’s, of myself  and I 
followed his instructions, signed his, and signed the  three that I 
printed. Haven’t heard back from him, but that went to Hungary.   

Don’t give up on the public, most still remember us. 
Just a reminder; “Wear your (history) cap.” 

In honor of the US Navy Birthday on October 13th 

The U.S.S. Constitution (Old Ironsides), as a combat vessel, 

carried 48,600 gallons of fresh water for her crew of 475 offic-

ers and men. This was sufficient to last six months of sustained 

operations at sea.  She carried no evaporators (i.e., fresh water 

distillers). However, let it be noted that according to her ship’s 

log, “On July 27, 1798, the U.S.S. Constitution sailed from Bos-

ton with a full compliment of 475 officers and men, 48,600 gal-

lons of fresh water, 7,400 cannon shot, 11,600 pounds of black 

powder and 79,400 gallons of rum.” Her mission: “To destroy 

and harass English shipping.”  

Making Jamaica on 6 October, she took on 826 pounds of flour 

and 68,300 gallons of rum.  Then she headed for the Azores, 

arriving there 12 November. She provisioned with 550 pounds 

of beef and 64,300 gallons of Portuguese wine.  On 18 No-

vember, she set sail for England.  In the ensuing days she de-

feated five British men-of-war ships, and captured and scuttled 

12 English merchant ships, salvaging only the rum aboard 

each.  

By 26 January, her powder and shot were exhausted.  Neverthe-

less, although unarmed, she made a night raid up the Firth of 

Clyde in Scotland.  Her landing party captured a whiskey distill-

ery and transferred 40,000 gallons of single malt Scotch 

aboard by dawn. Then she headed home. 

The U.S.S. Constitution arrived in Boston on 20 February 1799, 

with no cannon shot, no powder, no rum, no wine, no whiskey, 

and 38,600 gallons of water.  
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Oct 01 1880 – John Philip Sousa becomes leader of the United 
States Marine Band.  

Oct 01 1957 – Cold War: B–52 bombers begin full–time flying 
alert in case of USSR attack  

1780 – American Revolution: John André, British Army of-
ficer of the American Revolutionary War, is hanged as a spy 
by American forces.  

Oct 03 1940 – WW2: U.S. Army forms airborne (parachute) 
troops  

Oct 04 1943 – World War II: U.S. captures Solomon Islands. 
Casualties and losses: Allies 10,600 KIA, 40+ Ships, & 800 air-
craft - JP 80,000 KIA, 50+ ships & 1500 aircraft  

Oct 05 2001 – Afghanistan: Operation Enduring Freedom be-
gins (GWOT).  

Oct 07 2001 – GWOT: The U.S. invasion of Afghanistan starts 
with an air assault and covert operations on the ground.  

Oct 10 1845 – The U.S. Naval Academy (initially called the Na-
val School) at Annapolis MD opens with 50 midshipman stu-
dents and seven professors.  

Oct 10 1944 – WW2: US. Forces take Okinawa  

Oct 13 1775 – American Revolution: The US Navy was estab-
lished when the Continental Congress authorizes construction 
of two warships.  

Oct 14 1962 – Cold War: Cuban Missile Crisis begins – A U2 
flight over Cuba takes photos of Soviet nuclear weapons being 
installed.  

Oct 17 1781 – American Revolution: British General Lord 
Charles Cornwallis surrenders at the Siege of Yorktown  

Oct 21 1797 – In Boston Harbor, the 44-gun United States Na-
vy frigate USS Constitution is launched  

Oct 21 1983 – Grenada: The United States sends a ten-ship 
task force to Grenada.  

Oct 23 1944 – WW2: Battle of Leyte Gulf – The largest naval 
battle in history begins in the Philippines between the Imperial 
Japanese Navy and the U.S. Third and U.S. Seventh Fleets. 
The battle ends on October 26th with an overwhelming Ameri-
can victory. Afterward is the first Kamikazi attack of WWII.  

Oct 23 1983 – Lebanon: Terrorist attack on Marine Barracks 
in Beirut kills 220 Marines and 21 other U.S. service members.  

Oct 25 1812 – War of 1812: The American frigate, USS United 
States, commanded by Stephen Decatur, captures the British 
frigate HMS Macedonian.  

Oct 26 1940 – The P-51 Mustang makes its maiden flight.  

Oct 28 1962 – Cold War: Cuban Missile Crisis - Khrushchev 
orders the dismantling and withdrawal of missiles from Cuba. 
Blockade formerly ends 20 NOV when removal of all missile 
and Ilyushin Il-28 light bombers was completed.  

Oct 31 1952 – Cold War: The U.S. explodes the first hydrogen 
bomb at Eniwetok Atoll in the Pacific.  

  US Navy Birthday-October  13th, Navy Day-October 27th 

          National Day of the Deployed - October 26th 

Operation Enduring Freedom Anniversary - October 7th 
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Average Weather in October for 
Springfield 

Daily high temperatures decrease by 11°F, from 74°
F to 63°F, rarely falling below 49°F or exceeding 83°F. 

Daily low temperatures decrease by 10°F, from 54°
F to 44°F, rarely falling below 31°F or exceeding 65°F. 

Over the course of October in Springfield, the length 
of the day is rapidly decreasing. From the start to the 
end of the month, the length of the day decreases 
by 1 hour, 8 minutes, implying an average daily de-
crease of 2 minutes, 16 seconds, and weekly decrease 
of 15 minutes, 51 seconds. 

The shortest day of the month is October 31, with 10 
hours, 39 minutes of daylight and the longest day 
is October 1, with 11 hours, 47 minutes of daylight. 

Money raised by the sale of Legion, ALR and 

Auxiliary merchandise is then used in their Veter-

an support activities.  You are contributing di-

rectly when you purchase an item.  Pay right at 

the bar !! 

American Legion Price 

American Legion Hats $15.00 

American Legion License Plate (Plain) $10.00 

American Legion License Plate  $15.00 

Vietnam Memorial Wall Coin $10.00 

Vietnam Memorial Wall T-Shirt $15.00 

Ride For Life T-Shirt $20.00 

Christmas Par Tee $15.00 

RV Space Rental  (Non-Veteran) $20.00 

RV Space Rental (Veteran) $10.00 

Legion Hall Rental Variable 

Legion Grounds Rental Variable 

American Legion Riders  Price 

ALR Auto License Plate $9.00 

ALR Auto Plate $11.00 

ALR Belt Buckle $30.00 

ALR Chapter Tapes $2.00 

ALR Decal 3” $3.50 

ALR Decal 6” $7.00 

ALR Decal 12” $8.00 

ALR Do-rag (Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Do-rag Logo (Poly/Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Do-rag (Navy or POW, Poly/Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Hats $20.00 

ALR Key Tag $3.00 

ALR Motorcycle License Plate Frame $8.00 

ALR Patch (Back - Large)  $47.00 

ALR Patch - Medium  $10.00 

ALR Patch -  Mini $4.00 

ALR Pin $4.00 

ALR Support Our Troops Patch $3.00 

ALR Sweat Shirt $29.00 

ALR Hoodie $28.00 

ALR T-Shirt (Long Sleeve) $20.00 

ALR T-Shirt (Short Sleeve) $19.00 

ALR Windshield Decal $16.00 

ALR Zippo Lighter $23.00 

Auxiliary  Price 

Auxiliary Cook Books $1.00 

Auxiliary Hats $20.00 

Auxiliary Koozies $1.00 

Auxiliary Patches (Large) $8.00 

Auxiliary Patches (Small) $5.00 

Auxiliary Pins $6.00 

Auxiliary Necklaces $10.00 

Auxiliary Bracelets $5.00 
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          Friday  

    Happy Hour 

     Appetizers 
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LZ639 Pizza Company will make available to our members of 

Post 639 and families your choice of 12 different pizzas that 

we offer to area bars.  There is a minimum order of 6 pizzas 

and they will only be made when we are making orders for our 

wholesale customers and will be take out only.   

The price is $6.00 per pizza for 10” pizzas .  This is for 

personal use and cannot be resold.  See Connie or the bar-

tender for additional information and to order.   

          A Service-Disabled, Veteran-Owned Small Business 

(SDVOSB) providing mission essential cyber security capabilities      

 www.foxholetechnology.com  - Wes Hester, CEO 

Ongoing Suicide Prevention 

EVERY month is Suicide Prevention month. Always be 

vigilant for your brothers/sisters that might need help. 

Some signs of concerning behavior include: 

• Hopelessness, feeling like there is no way out 

• Anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, or mood swings 

• Feeling like there is no reason to live 

• Rage or anger 

• Engaging in risky activities without thinking 

• Increasing alcohol or drug use 

• Withdrawing from family and friends 

If you notice any signs of concerning behavior here are 

some things you can do: 

• Start a conversation: Mention the signs that prompt-

ed you to talk to them. Stay calm and let the person 

know you want to help them. Don’t leave the person 

alone. 

• Listen, express concern and reassure the individu-

al: Let the person know you care and that you take the 

situation seriously. Letting the person know you care 

will go a long way in establishing a support system. 

• Create a safety plan: Ask the person if they have ac-

cess to anything that could harm them and call for help 

if you feel the situation is dangerous. 

• Get the individual help: Provide resources for the 

individual. Call the Veteran’s crisis line at 1(800)-273

-8255.  Or if you feel the situation is severe, take the 

individual to the closest emergency room or call for 

help. 

Volunteer Opportunities at the Legion 

As always, we have several volunteer opportunities for 

members and non-members.  Currently, we are in need of 

someone with excellent administrative skills and the ability 

to see a task through to completion.  This could mostly be 

done at home, but it will take some familiarization with 

how the business here operates. 

As our buildings age, maintenance has become a growing 

concern. If you have any stills in any of the trades, or if you 

are a “Jack of ALL Trades”, we could use your help.  There 

are several projects pending.   

We have an opportunities for work on our newsletter by (1) con-

tacting members who get the mail hardcopy to try and secure an 

email, (2) assisting with the monthly printing of the mail version, 

and (3) page design/editing.  

If you’re interested, please call 882-8639, send an email to 

historianeditorlz639@gmail.com, or drop by.  We’ll con-

tact you and match you up with an opportunity!!! 

http://foxholetechnology.com/
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