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Wow, its February already. January at Post 639 was a busy 

one, and we will continue to be with the planning of returning 

and a few new events this year.  Be sure to always look at the 

calendar in this newsletter for our events. Great things are hap-

pening 2023. 

Our new digital sign has arrived on property which was bought 

with very generous donations and we are busy with the logis-

tics in getting permits, equipment, engineered plans etc. 

Thanks to David Cotner for connecting me with the right peo-

ple who have experience in sign installation. It is an exciting 

time for our Post and I cannot wait to see it up and working.  

Chef Jeff has been having great lunch specials and I have had 

nothing but great reviews of his culinary skills. Our employees 

and volunteers are a very important part of day to day opera-

tion. Give them a thank you and a pat on the back when you 

see them.  

Most don’t know what it takes to run this machine called 639. 

Let me tell you there is no way one person can make things 

happen. I am so proud of our team of employees, volunteers, 

other VSO's, and our friends throughout the community who 

help keep the gears of 639 in sync. No way I could name them 

all, so look at the photos and read the articles in this publica-

tion and hold your head high to be a part of this organization, I 

know I am. If you ever need to talk,  I'm just a phone call 

away.  

Mike Goforth 

Commander, Legion Post 639 

Brothers and Sisters, I am running this content for a 

every month, as the problem still persists (although 

it’s getting better). We’re still receiving some mail-in 

renewals that have previously been paid. As was de-

scribed last month, National sends out Renewal Notic-

es quarterly and they are not paying attention to our 

inputs for renewals. IF you get a Renewal Notice, 

check the latest card you have and if it has 2023 on it, 

IGNORE THE NOTICE. We are returning checks as 

we get them and verifying your status. (As of end of 

month January, we’ve returned over 100 checks) This 

has been an ongoing problem with National. The De-

partment of MO is aware of the snafu but there is lit-

tle to nothing they or we, here at 639, can do except to 

ask for your patience. If you have any questions about 

a Renewal Notice you may receive call me at 417-569-

9871 and we will get them resolved ASAP We’re mak-

ing progress, but we will have a ways to go.   

Tom Newsom 

Post 639 Adjutant 

The month of January has gone by so fast. 

I see we got our new sign for Scenic Ave. Now we have to go 

thru some hoops to get it put up.  The E-board will get the 

things done and with the Lord’s help,  it will happen. 

February is the month for Valentine’s Day and other holidays 

as well.  I can hear the TV in the other room,  used to be tuned 

to Christmas shows.  Now we need an alternative until it comes 

around again.   

I told the members this is my last year as Chaplain, if someone 

wants to step up and be a chaplain,  let me know and I will tell 

you what is involved in the position.  

All for now. As always, the post and its members are in my 

prayers. 

Rex Krasche 

Post 639 Chaplain 

                                                                                              

Hearts, flowers, candy, cards and Cupid…February is here and 

that means Valentines Day is near. ALA is assisting ALR with 

their Valentines Dinner Party on Saturday, February 11th . We 

have a very special evening planned for you! Surrounded in a 

beautiful ambiance to capture the evening, you will enjoy a 

deliciously prepared dinner while listening to live music per-

formed by Kenny Jones. Our sisters from ALA Fair Grove Unit 

38 will be your servers for the evening. See our bartenders to 

purchase your tickets. You don’t want to miss this one!  See 

the flyer on Page 13 for details.  

SAL & 639’s Annual Chili Cook Off and ALA Dessert Auc-

tion had a great turnout on January 14th . Thank you, SAL, for 

inviting us to join your event and THANK YOU Commander 

Goforth for taking another pie in the face for our fundraiser! I 

want to thank the following members for their dessert/chili do-

nations and for working the event: Susan Heppard, Marsha 

Crom, Hallie Scott, Kim Goforth, Lindy Dobbs, Gail Willey, 

and Mikayla Criger for taking photos. (See photos on Page7) 

The ALA E-board began setting our goals and events for 2023 

at our January meeting. We also had a special guest at our 

639 Chaplain 

Post 639 Commander 

Post 639 Adjutant 

       639 Auxiliary President 
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meeting, Commander Mike Goforth. Thank you, Commander, 

for taking the time to attend our meeting. We always enjoy 

your visits! 

Next month, in March, will be our first event, our Annual St. 

Patrick’s Day dinner, Saturday, March 18th . See our flyer on 

Page 5 in this newsletter for more details. We are looking for-

ward to kicking off our busy year with a little Irish luck. 

ALA’s first Raffle Basket will be introduced on March 1st dur-

ing the QOH’s event. We will only be doing three baskets this 

year, in March, July and November. As always, we appreciate 

your support! 

The Food Service and 50/50 schedule has been set for the 2023 

Wednesday QOH’s. The Post, ALA, SAL and ALR will assist 

in food service again this year on Wednesdays with a rotating 

schedule. A copy of the schedule is on the bulletin board in the 

kitchen. We ask that all groups put their menu on the calendar 

so it can be disseminated to our guests when they inquiry as to 

what we are serving. This will also help the food service groups 

so we are not duplicating meals from week to week by each 

other. 

Our member, Lindy Dobbs and Post Member-at-Large, Darin 

Dobbs, will be our Floral and Landscape Coordinators again 

this year. They did a wonderful job last year and we are looking 

forward to seeing what they have in store for us. They would 

appreciate any donations for the upkeep and maintenance of 

this project. Post 639 is everyone’s responsibility. It is up to us 

to maintain and take care of our facility, inside and out. We are 

blessed to have the facility that we do. Many Posts and Units 

would give anything to have a facility like ours. We need to 

take part in keeping it clean and picked up, returning what we 

use where we got it and respect the hard work others put forth 

to do so. As the Commander has said so many times before, it 

takes all of us to do our part. We can’t do it alone. 

ALA is proud to be apart of Post 639 and to serve its members 

when they are in need. We are very fortunate to have the sup-

port of our brothers and sisters from SAL and ALR and their 

Commanders and I truly hope that they know that they can AL-

WAYS count on us for our support. 

In Spirit of Service, not Self 

Diana Cooperider, President, Post 639 Auxiliary 

The Sons of the American Legion are looking for New and Past 

Members! 

                                                                                                  

The Sons are made up of male descendants of Veterans who 

served in the US Armed Forces. Show your appreciation for 

your family members Service, and keep the memory of those 

brave Service members alive.  

Our motto is "Serving Those Who Served" this great country. 

We do this through our events and volunteering at the LZ 639. 

Annual dues are only $25... and you get soooo much more out 

of your service to these brave vets, who fought to provide the 

freedoms each of us enjoy every day. Service with fun and  fel-

lowship - that’s what you get !! 

We are always interested in talking with individuals 

who want to help our beloved LZ 639. We meet at 

7PM on the last Tuesday of each month. Come out 

and sit in on a meeting or talk with a few of our 

members. Jump in and find your spot in SAL. Ser-

vice and fellowship memories that will last you a 

lifetime ... 

Curtis Myers, Commander 

Sons of the American Legion 

Following is a list of diseases caused by exposure to toxins used 

by the military. If you are a post 9/11 veteran and if you have 

(or think you might have) any of these please,  contact me about 

new benefit rules. 

CANCERS 

Brain cancer 

Gastrointestinal cancer of any type 

Glioblastoma 

Head cancer of any type 

Kidney Cancer 

Lymphatic cancer of any type 

Melanoma 

Neck cancer of any type 

Pancreatic cancer 

Reproductive cancer of any type 

Respiratory cancer of any type 

ILLNESSES 

Asthma diagnosed after service 

Chronic bronchitis 

COPD 

Chronic rhinitis 

Chronic sinusitis 

Constructive or obliterative bronchiolitis 

Emphysema 

Granulomatous disease 

Interstitial lung disease 

Pleuritis 

Pulmonary fibrosis 

Sarcoidosis 

Bob Scott.  Post 639 Service Officer 

We Want YOU! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sons of the  

American 

        Legion 
Come out and see what we are about.  

Last Tuesday of each month, POST 639 @ 7pm 

Post 639 SAL Commander  

Post 639 Service Officer 
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Cannot believe the Holidays are in the rear view mirror al-

ready. I sincerely hope you all took plenty of time to enjoy 

your families during the season.  February’s often a kind of in-

between month, depending on the weather.  The few warm 

days we had in January allowed us to get out and put some 

miles on earlier than we normally would. Felt REAL good to 

get an early start. 

The annual Frosty Balls Ride on January 1st was a great exam-

ple.  Temp was in the mid-60’s.  Started with a great breakfast 

here at 639. Then with 1 mile for every degree, we maxed it 

out to The Bank Tavern in Billings, and then on to Mama 

Loca’s in Ash Grove.  Over 125 bikes this year, and a great 

turnout from our Legion Riders.  Commander Mike Goforth 

called The Bank to warn them of the turnout, and they brought 

2-3 additional bartenders in to take care of us all.  They did a 

stellar job. Moved on over to Ash Grove, where Mama Loca’s 

opened just to accommodate us, with  a serving line out front 

with their usual superb Mexican cuisine.  We filled their place 

to the rafters and made it worth their while.  It was a great, 

great day of fun/fellowship. (See pictures on Page 5) 

Just to ensure everyone’s aware, I’m again including our ride 

schedule for 2023.  Please get these dates on your calendars 

before they start to fill up.   

1. Pizza Cellar, Rockaway Beach, MO,   April 22 

2. The Boathouse, Stockton, MO,  May, 27 

3. Ozark Cafe, Jasper, AR, June 24 

4. Sam's Cellar, Neosho, MO,   July 22 

5. Back 40, Mtn. Home, AR,  August 26 

6. Myrtie May's, Eureka Springs, AR,  September 23 

7. Gaston's Resort, Lakeview, AR,  October 28 

PLUS Annual Supplemental Events: 

ALR State Convention, February 18th. 

Annual Motorcycle Awareness ride, May 7th. 

Toys For Tots Ride December 3rd. 

We participated in a Funeral escort on January 20th with 

CVMA/Liberty Riders/Warriors Watch for Ryan Creason 

(brother-in-law of ALR 639 member Mark Wells) It’s always 

an honor to support one of our own during such a difficult 

time.  Mark, rest assured, we’re with you during the days 

to come.  

Dinner Ride was on Tuesday, January 17th to Missouri Mike’s 

on Glenstone. Only 5 of us, but we chowed down  big time on 

Wings and Prime Rib.  Good eats for sure, with RAVE re-

      Post 639 ALR Director 
views.  

Another of our ALR family, Jeff 

Gonynor, retired in January after a 44-

year truck-driving career.  Jeff’s wife 

Barbara, Post 639, AUX, SAL and  

ALR all teamed up for a surprise  Re-

tirement Party on January 22nd. It 

worked to perfection and we got him GOOD.  Happy Retire-

ment Jeff !!!! (See pictures on Page 7) 

Welcome to new ALR Member Glenn Smith, who joined us in 

January.  Glenn rides a 2022 Spyder RT Limited, and has expe-

rience as an Army Medic, as well as extensive post-military ex-

perience as a Nurse.  At the January ALR meeting, I took the 

action of creating an appointed position of Medical Officer 

(approved by ALR membership) to take advantage of Glenn’s 

experience.  

WELCOME GLENN !!!! 

April 22nd will be here before you know it, and we’ll be headed 

to Pizza Cellar.  Start your planning now by checking your bike 

over, and make sure you’re ready to roll when the time comes.   

Ride safe out there in the meantime.   

Marsha Crom, Director, Chapter 639 

The Battle of Iwo Jima lasted 36 days, beginning on February 

19, 1945 and finally ending on March 26, 1945 at a cost of  5, 

931 Marines, 209 Navy Corpsmen and Surgeons assigned to the 

Marines. There were also casualties within the US Navy 5th 

Fleet,  as well as US Army and Army Air Corps personnel that 

participated.  The flag raisings on the summit of Mt. Surabachi, 

the later of which was captured in Joe Rosenthal’s photograph, 

were witnessed by Post 639’s own Sgt. Ed Fox, USMC. The 

Post Newsletter published his WWII/Korea experiences in May 

- December of 2021.  I felt it would be appropriate, in honor of 

his 100th Birthday on January 7th, to republish his personal ac-

count of his Iwo Jima experiences on Pages 18-19 of this issue.   

Sgt. Fox was also honored on at a ceremony on January 8th with 

the date being designated as “Ed Fox Day” in Springfield by 

Mayor Ken McClure.  Formal congratulations were also re-

ceived from Gov. Mike Parsons.  (See pictures on Page 6) 

Thank you, Ed, for your service, and for your willingness to 

share your history/legacy with us.  We are forever honored and 

grateful.  

Semper Fidelis 

Bob Kalwat 

Post 639 Historian/Newsletter Editor 

     Post 639 Historian 

     Missouri Mike’s 
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  639 Frosty Balls Ride - January 1, 2023 February VSO Activities/Info  

Give Vets Hope 

Our meetings are continuing to grow with 15 in at-
tendance on January 10th!  

One of the things Holly and I saw as being important 
in the beginning of our group was the inclusion of 
whoever was a part of the support system for the vet-
eran.  These special people have much more contact with the 
veteran than our group and can be helped too, just as we seek to 
help the veterans in our group.  There is something so important 
in their participating.  They provide a factor that lends to the 
healing that is possible.  Their attendance underlines the fact that 
the veteran is not in his/her situation alone.  There is someone 
else accompanying them on their journey through life. 

Each member of our group values what we are doing, what is 
said, and who says it.  If you really value something, you will 
find a way to make time for it, and they do.  We are so grateful 
for their participation. 

Recently we took a big step in helping to establish our commu-
nity. We exchanged phone numbers.  There were some good 
boundaries mentioned that went along with this move, but it can 
be an excellent source of support it is used well. 

Our group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 
from 5:30 to about 7:00, at the VFW Post 3404, on 1136 E. At-
lantic. We welcome anyone who has a relationship with a veter-
an to attend.  Sorry no children.  You may contact David Suits at 
417-773-1837 and leave a message if you have any questions.  

David Suits 

Founder/Co-facilitator 

  GET IT ON YOUR CALENDARS !!!!  

 St Patricks Day Dinner, March 18, 2023  
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       General Meeting - January 3, 2023 

            2022 Volunteer Recognition 

            Queen of Hearts - January 4, 2023 

           CONGRATULATIONS DON WEISS !!!  

  “Ed Fox Day” in Springfield - Jan 8, 2023 

   Happy 100th Birthday Sgt. Ed Fox USMC Scotty Kelley Mike Goforth 

Ron Jackson Adam Jamieson 

Jim (Skippy) Cooper Bob Kalwat 

Diana Cooperider 
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  SAL Chili Cookoff - January 14,  2023 

1st Place - Tom & Mary Newsom 

2nd Place - Josh Brock 

3rd Place - Tammy Grantham 

Cash Prize - Tammy Grantham 

      Jeff Gonynor’s Retirement Party  

                  January 22, 2023 
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History in February …. 

February 1, 1960 - In Greensboro, North Carolina, four African 

American students sat down and ordered coffee at a lunch counter 

inside a Woolworth's store. They were refused service, but did not 

leave. Instead, they waited all day. The scene was repeated over the 

next few days, with protests spreading to other southern states, re-

sulting in the eventual arrest of over 1,600 persons for participating 

in sit-ins.  

February 1, 2003 - Sixteen minutes before it was scheduled to 

land, the Space Shuttle Columbia broke apart in flight over west 

Texas, killing all seven crew members. The accident may have 

resulted from damage caused during liftoff when a piece of insulat-

ing foam from the external fuel tank broke off, piercing a hole in 

the shuttle's left wing that allowed hot gases to penetrate the wing 

upon re-entry into the Earth's atmosphere. This was the second 

space shuttle lost in flight. In January 1986, Challenger exploded 

during liftoff.  

February 3, 1943 - An extraordinary act of heroism occurred in 

the icy waters off Greenland after the U.S. Army transport 

ship Dorchester was hit by a German torpedo and began to sink 

rapidly. When it became apparent there were not enough life jack-

ets, four U.S. Army chaplains on board removed theirs, handed 

them to frightened young soldiers, and chose to go down with the 

ship while praying.  

February 3, 1959 -  A private plane flying over Clear Lake, Iowa, 

crashed, taking the lives of rock musicians Buddy Holly, Ritchie 
Valens, and J.P. Richardson, also known as the “Big Bopper”.  The 
pilot of the Beechcraft Bonanza, Roger Peterson, was also killed. 
The tradgedy was memorialized in singer Don McClean’s “ song 
“American Pie” as the “The Day the Music Died”.  

February 6, 1895 - Legendary baseball player George Herman 
"Babe" Ruth was born in Baltimore, Maryland. Ruth held or shared 
60 Major League records, including pitching 29 consecutive score-
less innings and hitting 714 home runs.  

February 9, 1943 - During World War II in the Pacific, U.S. 
troops captured Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands after six 
months of battle, with 9,000 Japanese and 2,000 Americans killed.  

February 10, 1942 - The first Medal of Honor during World War 
II was awarded to 2nd Lt. Alexander Nininger (posthumously) for 
heroism during the Battle of Bataan. 

February 12, 1809 - Abraham Lincoln , the 16th U.S. President 

was born in Hardin County, Kentucky. He led the nation through 

the tumultuous Civil War, freed the slaves, composed the Gettys-

burg Address, and established Thanksgiving.  

February 13, 1945 - During World War II in Europe, British and 

American planes began massive bombing raids on Dresden, Ger-

many. A four-day firestorm erupted that was visible for 200 miles 

and engulfed the historic old city, killing an estimated 135,000 

German civilians,  

February 15, 1898 - In Havana, the U.S. Battleship Maine was 

blown up while at anchor and quickly sank with 260 crew mem-

bers lost. The incident inflamed public opinion in the U.S., resulting 

in a declaration of war against Spain on April 25, 1898, amid cries of 

"Remember the Maine!"  

February 19, 1942 - Internment of Japanese Americans began after 

President Franklin Roosevelt issued an Executive Order requiring 

those living on the Pacific coast to report for relocation. Over 

110,000 persons therefore shut down their businesses, sold off their 

property, quit school and moved inland to the relocation centers.  

February 20, 1943 - German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel broke 

through American lines at Kasserine Pass in North Africa as inexpe-

rienced U.S. Troops lost their first major battle of World War II in 

Europe, with 1,000 Americans killed.  

February 20, 1962 - Astronaut John Glenn became the first Ameri-

can launched into orbit. Traveling aboard the "Friendship 7" space-

craft, Glenn reached an altitude of 162 miles (260 kilometers) and 

completed three orbits in a flight lasting just under five hours. Glenn 

was the third American in space, preceded by Alan Shepard and Vir-

gil “Gus” Grissom who had each completed short sub-orbital flights. 

All of them had been preceded by Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin 

who was the first human in space, completing one orbit on April 12, 

1961 - a feat that intensified the already ongoing Space Race between 

the Russians and Americans. Glenn’s successful flight showed the 

Americans had caught up and was followed in September 1962 by 

President John F. Kennedy’s open call to land an American on the 

moon before the decade’s end.  

February 22, 1732 - George Washington was born in Westmoreland 

County, Virginia. He served as commander of the Continental Army 

during the American Revolution and became the first U.S. President.  

February 22, 1956 - In Montgomery, Alabama, 80 participants in 

the three-month-old bus boycott voluntarily gave themselves up for 

arrest after an ultimatum from white city leaders. Martin Luther King 

and Rosa Parks were among those arrested. Later in 1956, the U.S. 

Supreme Court mandated desegregation of the buses.  

February 23, 1942 - During World War II, the first attack on the 

U.S. mainland occurred as a Japanese submarine shelled an oil refin-

ery near Santa Barbara, California, causing minor damage.  

February 23, 1991 - In Desert Storm, the Allied ground offensive 

began after a devastating month-long air campaign targeting Iraqi 

troops in both Iraq and Kuwait.  

February 24, 1885 - Admiral Chester Nimitz was born in Freder-

icksburg, Texas. He commanded Allied naval, land and air forces in 

the South Pacific during World War II, and signed the Japanese sur-

render document on September 2, 1945. 

February 26, 1848 - The Communist Manifesto pamphlet was pub-

lished by two young socialists, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. It 

advocated the abolition of all private property and a system in which 

workers own all means of production, land, factories and machinery.  

February 27, 1991 - In Desert Storm, the 100-hour ground war end-

ed as Allied troops entered Kuwait just four days after launching 

their offensive against Saddam Hussein's Iraqi forces. 

 

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb-four-chaplains.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/pacificwar/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/medal-honor.jpg
https://www.historyplace.com/lincoln/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/ussmaine1.jpg
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/ussmaine.jpg
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/feb-reloc.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/rommel.jpg
https://www.historyplace.com/speeches/jfk-space.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/wash-pix/gallery.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
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 Post 639 Lunch Menu 11AM-2PM,  M-F 

Burgers. Served with fries.  Substitute Mushrooms 

or Onion Rings for $1.  Add bacon for $1.  Lettuce, 

Tomato, Onion, Pickle on request.  

• Hamburger $6 

• Cheeseburger $7 

• BBQ Burger $8.50 - Classic Cheeseburger with 

BBQ seasoning, and onion ring, and drizzled 

with BBQ sauce.  

• Blue Burger $8.50 - Classic hamburger with our 

special seasoning, topped with Bleu Cheese 

crumbles.  

• Brunch Burger $8.50 - Classic with choice of 

cheese, topped with a fried egg and bacon.  

• The LZ639 $8.50 - Classic with a choice of 

cheese, garlic parmesan aioli and topped with 

grilled onions.  

“Smashed Sandwiches”  Served with fries. Substi-

tute mushrooms or onion rings for $1. 

• Grilled Cheese $6 

• Hot Ham and Cheese $6.50 

• Reuben $7.50 - Corned Beef, Sauerkraut, Swiss 

Cheese, 1000 Island Dressing 

• BLT $6 

Upgraded Classics. Served with fries. Substitute 

mushrooms or onion rings for $1.  

• Pork Tenderloin Sandwich $7.50 

• Grilled Chicken Sandwich $8- Topped with 

Swiss cheese, garlic aioli and bacon.  

• Patty Melt  $8.50 -  Choice of cheese, Grilled 

Onions,  T   Texas Toast 

Soft Drinks $2 

Sprite/Diet Sprite,  Coke/Diet Coke, Dr Pepper/

Diet Dr Pepper Unsweetened Tea, Coffee 

Classic/Specialty/Extra Specialty Pizzas - see table 

menu for selections/prices 

                      Veteran owned (US Navy)  

 Veteran recommended (Sgt. Ed Fox USMC, Post 639) 
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                        USO Birthday - February 4th 

                    Presidents Day - February 20th         

For the Good of the Legion … 

Cessna A-37 

Skyraider 

The A-37 was a twin-

engine jet fighter.  It 

was sub-sonic in 

speed, non-

afterburner. It served 

as an Army ground 

support aircraft. Its 

nickname was 

“Tweety-Bird”. It 

was built by the Cess-

na Corporation, but 

was not a Piper Cub.  

Its power plant en-

gines were J85 Turbo 

Jets.  The jet was 

equipped by a 

7.62mm Gatling gun 

and a series of 

bombs. The airplane 

was small by compar-

ison to other jets. Its 

biggest part of the 

body was the huge 

bubble canopy, since 

the Pilot and Weapons Officer sat side-by-side. One could 

watch the jet drop its bombs, but if you took your eyes off the 

bomb after it was released, you lost sight of it.  

The bomber had a unique bomb run.  It would fly about 50 feet 

off the ground to avoid enemy radar, then pop straight up to 500 

feet, and then make the bomb run.  By that time, if the enemy 

saw it, it was too late.  

We developed an unusual maintenance procedure for the air-

craft.  The plane would be sitting on top of snow on the ramp. 

You could not run the engines for maintenance with the airplane 

on top of snow, so someone would crank up the engines and 

melt a large area of snow off of the ramp, then shut the engines 

down.  Then 4 guys would push the airplane back to dry pave-

ment, then run it up for maintenance.  

As the airplane was small, so were the engines.  They were 

small enough that one person could sit in an average chair and 

work on the whole engine.  

The A-37 was the forerunner to the A-10 Warthog.  It was not 

as large as the A-10, but was effective.   I don’t know how long 

the A-37 stayed in service with the USAF, but it was a good 

aircraft in its day and was easy to work on.  

Charlie Weaver (“Budreau”) 

          Coast Guard Reserve Birthday - February 19th 

                   Four Chaplains Day - February 3rd 
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          Post 639 Schedule of Events                    

      February 2023 

•February 01 Wed -  Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-8PM 

•February 02 Thu  -  Ground Hog Day 

•February 03 Fri    -  Four Chaplains Day 

•February 04 Sat   -  Post 639 Breakfast 8AM - 10AM                  

       -  USO Birthday 

•February 07 Tue  -  Legion 639/Aux General Meeting, 7PM 

•February 08 Wed -  Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-8PM 

•February 09 Thu  -  Finance Committee Meeting, 6:30PM          

       - Marine Corps League Mtg, VFW 3404         

                      6PM Food/Fellowship, 7PM Mtg 

•February 11 Sat   -  Sub Vets Meeting, 11AM                                       

       -  Valentines Banquet                                                           

             * Social Hour 6PM                                                      

             * Dinner 6:30-7:30PM  

•February 14 Tue   - Korean War Vets Meeting, 1PM                     

        - Give Vets Hope, VFW 3404, 5:30PM  

•February 15 Wed  - Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-8PM     

•February 17 Fri     - VFW 3404 Fish Fry 5:30-7PM 

•February 18 Sat    - ALR Department Meeting                           

          8:30AM  Post 152, Ashland, MO 

•February 19 Sun  -  ALR Meeting, 5PM                                                

       -  Coast Guard Reserve Birthday                        

       -  Battle of Iwo Jima Anniversary 

•February 20 Mon -  Presidents Day 

•February 21 Tue  -  Auxiliary E-Board Meeting, 7PM                                                      

•February 23 Thu  - Fleet Reserve Association 6PM                           

       - Newsletter Content Due   

•February 22 Wed - Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-8PM 

•February 27 Mon - Post 639 E-Board Meeting 6:30PM                                       

•February 28 Tue  - Sons of the American Legion Mtg, 7PM                                               

       - Give Vets Hope, VFW 3404 5:30PM  

From the Bar/Galley … 

Happy Hour at LZ639 : 

12PM-2PM 7 Days a Week (.50 off) 

6PM-8PM, Monday thru Saturday (.50 off) 

Saturday Breakfast - Morning Chow @ LZ639 

1st Saturday of the Month 8AM - 10AM 

The 6am Breakfast crew with this short message for you.

…………………………………………………………….. 

Your Saturday breakfast is 

made possible by the following 

6AM crew - Bob Dale, Dylan 

Dale, Mike Chandler with 

support and assistance of 

Scotty and Jeff. Breakfast 

served 8AM-10AM. Drinks sep-

arate charge. No charge for salt 

and pepper. Tell your friends as it's only $8 all you can eat. 

Please thank the people who give up their time to support 

this Post 639 benefit.  

Thanks to all who supported the January Breakfast at the 

Post.  

Jim “Skippy” Cooper (got peanut butter) 

Your 6AM Support Team  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
    

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

             

 

         

 

 

 

        

1    Lunch 11-2     

 

 

      

 

   

Queen of Hearts 

         6 - 8 PM 

2   Lunch 11-2     

 

 

 

 

     

      

     Ground hog 

             day 

3   Lunch 11-2 

 

 

 

 

      

       

 four chaplains 

               day 

4      

 

 

 

      

 

 

       

      Breakfast 

         8 - 10AM 

5 

 

 

 

 

    

   

6  Lunch 11-2  

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

   

7    lunch 11-2     

 

   

 

 

        

       Legion/Aux 

     General mtg 

              7PM 

8  Lunch 11-2   

  

 

 

 

 

Queen of Hearts 

         6 - 8 PM 

 

9  Lunch 11-2   

              

     

  

Finance Committee 

            6:30PM 

             

     

 

  MCL 993 6PM—8PM 

10 Lunch 11-2                                        

      

 

 

           

 

           

11 

 

  Sub vets mtg 

          11AM 

 

 

 

     Valentines  

 Banquet 6-7:30 

12 

    

 

 

 

   

     

  

13  Lunch 11-2    

 

 

 

 

 

  

14  Lunch 11-2   

 

        

   

 

Korean War vets        

              1PM   

  Give Vets HOPE         

    VFW 3404 5pm 

15  Lunch 11-2   

 

          

 

 

                                                

Queen of Hearts 

        6 - 8 PM 

 

16  Lunch 11-2 

     

 

 

 

   

      

      

 

17  Lunch 11-2   

        

           

    

     

           

           VFW 3404 

         FISH FRY 

       5:30 -7 PM 

18 

 

       

  

  

 Legion Riders 

   of Missouri 

   Ashland, MO 

        8:30AM 

19 

 

      

       ALR Meeting 

                5PM 

     

20   Lunch 11-2    

                  

 

 

 

          

     

  

21    Lunch 11-2    

      

 

 

      

 

AUX E-Board Mtg 

             7PM 

 

22    Lunch 11-2    

 

      

 

       

 

Queen of Hearts 

           6 - 8PM 

        

23    Lunch 11-2    

 

   

      

 

  FL EET RESERVE 

      ASSOC.  6PM   

       NEWSLETTER 

      CONTENT DUE 

 24   Lunch 11-2    

 

      

 

   

25 

 

 

 

   

26 

 

 

 

 

       

27  Lunch 11-2   

 

 

 

 

   E-board MTG 

          6:30PM  

  

28   Lunch 11-2   

 

 

     Sal mtg 7pm  

  Give Vets HOPE         

    VFW 3404 5pm 
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LZ639 Pizza Company will make available to our members of 

Post 639 and families your choice of 12 different pizzas that we 

offer to area bars.  There is a minimum order of 6 pizzas and 

they will only be made when we are making orders for our 

wholesale customers and will be take out only.   

The price is $6.00 per pizza for 10” pizzas .  This is for per-

sonal use and cannot be resold. See Robin or one of the 

bartenders for additional information and to order.   

          A Service-Disabled, Veteran-Owned Small Business 

(SDVOSB) providing mission essential cyber security capabilities      

 www.foxholetechnology.com  - Wes Hester, CEO 

Ongoing Suicide Prevention 

EVERY month is Suicide Prevention month. Always be 

vigilant for your brothers/sisters that might need help. 

Some signs of concerning behavior include: 

• Hopelessness, feeling like there is no way out 

• Anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, or mood swings 

• Feeling like there is no reason to live 

• Rage or anger 

• Engaging in risky activities without thinking 

• Increasing alcohol or drug use 

• Withdrawing from family and friends 

If you notice any signs of concerning behavior here are 

some things you can do: 

• Start a conversation: Mention the signs that prompt-

ed you to talk to them. Stay calm and let the person 

know you want to help them. Don’t leave the person 

alone. 

• Listen, express concern and reassure the individu-

al: Let the person know you care and that you take the 

situation seriously. Letting the person know you care 

will go a long way in establishing a support system. 

• Create a safety plan: Ask the person if they have ac-

cess to anything that could harm them and call for help 

if you feel the situation is dangerous. 

• Get the individual help: Provide resources for the 

individual. Call the Veteran’s crisis line at 1(800)-273

-8255.  Or if you feel the situation is severe, take the 

individual to the closest emergency room or call for 

help. 

  Valentines Dinner Party, February 11, 2023 

http://foxholetechnology.com/
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too young to vote for him, but I cut out and saved a copy of his 

Inaugural speech,   

I recall vividly the acceptance speech of John F. Kennedy, “And 

so young Americans, ask not what your country can do for you, 

but what you can do for your country”.  It was a different time.  

History is what it is, and Kennedy died young, and it was a very 

different administration.  South Vietnam and the Domino Theory 

became a pressing problem.  And by 1965, we marched to save 

another small country from China and Russia.  

I went on active duty in the late part of 1965 and was in Vietnam 

in early 1966.  I was with A Co 1st Bn 5th Regt, 1st Mar Div. It 

did not take me long to recognize my naivety. Firefights with the 

Cong, and booby traps that could easily be identified with the 

locals became a reality. There was a time when I spent a lot of 

time with a Vietnamese family while on a hill outpost, that I rec-

ognized how to help these people.  I volunteered for a Vietnam-

ese language school n Da Nang.  The 1st Sgt. told me I was ac-

cepted for the school and I would report there after the upcoming 

operation.  That school did not become a reality after I was hit 

during Operation Colorado.   

Operation Colorado in August of 1966 was conducted in the Que 

Son Mountains, the home of the 2nd North Vietnamese Army 

Division by 1/5 and 2/5 Regiments of the 1st Mar. Div.  A run-

ning fight until August 10th when they waited for us.  I had nev-

er heard such weapons fire noises in my life and never again 

since.  Marines that were hit hollered, “I'm hit, I'm hit”, or they 

just yelled or fell silent.  My best friend in VN was Sgt. Sam 

Baker, who had been Platoon Right Guide, but got bumped down 

to Squad Leader, which bumped me to his first Fire Team Lead-

er.  As I knew he would, he became grungy and aggressive 

(Marine NCO) and asked the Lt. to allow him to take the old 

squad (of course with me in it) and flank the gooks.  The Lt. ap-

proved so we headed up the higher rice paddy to our left; we got 

across it to the far side behind a small paddy dike.  We could see 

figures in the distance fighting there.  What I saw was the 3rd 

Platoon; Sam saw gooks to kill.  He said "Fire".  I said, "Wait 

Sam.  That’s the 3rd Platoon".  He stormed into his senior NCO 

shout.  We were all lying down and looked over my right shoul-

der and saw tracer rounds coming across the paddy surface; one 

round went over my right hip and another buried itself in and 

through my groin.  It rolled me over and I hollered, "I’m hit, I’m 

hit".  My squad refused an order from the Lt. to leave me there 

and they would get a corpsman for me.  They still refused it and 

I told them I would be alright and to go. So they finally went.  I 

believe it began after that, what I call The Experience.  The 

gooks continued to shoot tracers at me and later my friend, Sam, 

got to me and carried me to a dry creek bed full of wounded, dy-

ing, and dead Marines.   

I lay beside a Hispanic Sgt. from weapons platoon.  I knew him 

vaguely and he died there beside me; later I would learn more 

about him.  A member of the gun team attached to my squad was 

lying at my feet crying in pain; another friend of mine told him 

to “shut the F___k up”; he cried, “it hurts, it hurts”. I got dark, 

The History of  

Vietnam War Memorial 

 American Legion Post 639 

What follows is the next in a series of articles that tell the sto-

ry of American Legion Post 639, Vietnam War Memorial, told 

through the experiences of the original founders.  Their expe-

riences as Vietnam veterans form the basis of who we are 

today.  Gary Harlan, Ron Snyder, Gary Turner, Art Stout, Mike 

Chandler and John Bross share their stories in the coming 

months.  

May, June, July 2022 Issues - Gary Harlan’s history 

August 2022 Issue - Ron Snyder’s history 

September 2022 Issue - Art Stout’s history 

October 2022 Issue - Gary Turner’s history 

November 2022 Issue -  Mike Chandler’s Story 

December 2022 Issue -  USS Solace, by Paul Doelger 

January 2023 Issue - John Bross’s Story 

This month - Don Alexander’s Interview.  Don is a Charter 

Member of Post 639. This is his story. 

 
I was born here in Springfield, and in the early years, we lived 

mostly on a small farm east of Springfield.  We also lived in 

Sugarland, Texas for a while and moved back to Springfield. I 

went to several different middle schools - Reed, Jarrett, Pip-

kin, and graduated from Central High School in Springfield.  

During my Junior year, I joined the local Marine Corps Re-

serve. I did this because my older brother, who was in the Ma-

rines, was landing with the 2nd Mar. Div. in the country of 

Lebanon in a combat-type mode.  They saw no combat, but I 

felt I had to back my brother. After I graduated from High 

School in 1959, I traveled to MCRD San Diego for boot camp 

and the rest of 6 months at Camp Pendleton. In the reserves, 

we traveled to different Marine bases for summer training.  

Southeast Asia became a question to the country, and newly 

elected John Kennedy was dealing with Communist confronta-

tion in Cuba and other areas including Southeast Asia.  I was 
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but the noise continued and they began to carry us on ponchos 

back to a dark area, lit up by hand flares to guide the Y34 chop-

pers in.  The first one was full and we had to wait for the next 

one.  They slid me on, the only one on it, and lifted off. I am 

lying on the floor and can see out the doorway, white and green 

tracers zipping by; the door gunner fires at the ground.  And 

then I can feel and hear rounds hitting the skin of the chopper.  

My Gawd, My Gawd.  The window gunner hollers “I’m hit, 

I’m hit”. The top of his shirt is darkening around his throat and 

he falls across my legs. 

When I first arrived back in the US, came into O’Hare Interna-

tional Airport.  The airport was FULL of people and wounded 

Vets everywhere.  I don’t remember what the civilians looked 

like.  They had a bus and loaded us on the bus in the casts, 

some bedfast, and took us to Great Lakes.  In a ward of 50 or 

60 shot-up, crippled-up Marine vets, and that is a story in itself.  

But Christmas of 1966, the word was to get as many as possible 

able to leave the hospital for Christmas.  

Orthopedic surgeon came through, they were trying to get as 

many of the veterans out of the hospital home for Christmas 

leave. He came to me and said “If we cut that cast off, and give 

you some crutches, are you gonna be able to make it and go on 

leave?” NO QUESTION ABOUT THAT !!!  So they cut the 

cast off and gave me some crutches and sent me home.  The 

next part is really hard for me – We were at O’Hare Airport 

in greens, wheelchairs, crutches, canes. I had to fly Ozark Air-

lines back to Springfield.  Their gate was way down at the end 

of the concourse.  So I was on the crutches, just really happy I 

was gonna get home.  Just going down through the corridor 

there, and over on the side was a little beer bar, (for lack of a 

better description) with several young, long-haired dudes and 

their girls crowded into it.  I passed by, and when I was quite a 

ways down past them, one of them hollered out “YOU DE-

SERVED IT !!!”  I knew I couldn’t do anything about it so I 

just kept on going. Still pisses me off to this very day.  

When I got back in Springfield at the airport, I saw some other 

Vets and I felt at home in more ways than one. So I spent 

Christmas and went back up to the hospital, was around up 

there until I got medically discharged in June of 1967.  

When I came home, I was out of the cast, and using crutches. 

We were staying with my wife’s folks.  The local Service Of-

ficer of the DAV (Disabled American Veterans), Orlan Gene 

Smith, came over and introduced me to life for a disabled Vet-

eran after their injury. 

Of the incident at O’Hare, and the attitude of the general pub-

lic, I didn’t feel it was pervasive until after I got home in 1968-

69, I had to go in the hospital, Cox here in Springfield.  An or-

thopedic surgeon operated on me, trying to fuse the hip bone 

grafts, and put me back in a cast.  My wife rented a hospital bed 

for our home, and she took care of me there.  I remember being 

upset by turning on the TV news at 5 or 5:30, and they were 

always showing the anti-war protests, and it would make me so 

angry.  And then I had surgery again around 1971-72, back in 

the full body cast.  This time I was in a hospital bed at home, 

another full body cast.  My wife was my nurse and healer.   

At that time, the US decided to get out of Vietnam, and negoti-

ations (covered on the TV news) were about the f__kin’ size of 

the table they would use in Paris, while guys were still getting 

killed on the battlefield over there.  So after these experiences, I 

began to realize that it (the negativity of the country towards 

Vietnam) was, in fact, pervasive. The whole country.  BUT In 

spite of what the news portrayed, there were STILL people who 

respected us, in spite of the media.  

So those are the feelings/emotions I was dealing with until I 

went back to SMS (now MSU).  Before that, I worked at the 

Post Office briefly, and because I was a disabled Vet I got 

points to be hired there.  But I soon ran into the physical prob-

lem of creating more pain.  So I had to quit the Post Office and 

decided to go back to school.  Finished my Undergraduate De-

gree (in Biology and Physical Education), then got my Masters 

Degree in Counseling.  I realized they were talking a lot about 

“Delayed Combat Stress” (PTSD) for a lot of returning Vi-

etnam Vets, maybe I could get in on that and help some return-

ing Vets. So that was my goal.  

“The Experience” (which I referenced earlier), continued.  My 

younger brother, Thomas Lynn, was with C Co. 1st Bn, 26th 

Marines at Khe Sahn.  He wanted to make a career of the Ma-

rines – he stayed in 8 years. During the later years, he could 

have served as a Poster Child for an example of PTSD.  I tried 

to help him.  Alcohol and drugs finally got him while he was 

living with his 6th wife in New Orleans, LA. The VA shipped 

him home to us in a somewhat flimsy card board box.  He is 

buried in the National Cemetery on Glenstone in Springfield, 

MO.  

But the first job I had in a counseling position was being a 

counselor/case worker at the Fordland Honor Camp, which was 

a Missouri State Corrections facility out by Fordland. (They 

call it the Ozarks Correctional Center now) but then it was just 

a Honor Camp for prisoners from the main penitentiary. I did 

run across a few vets there and got to work with them. Then I 

got an offer for a job at Burrell Mental Health Center. They 

gave me the option of just being a counselor on their staff, and I 

jumped at that. Because Burrell was just establishing their repu-

tation.  I started there in 1977, and worked there until about 

1987, about 10 years.   It was a really fulfilling job, because I 

began, by the late ‘70’s (’79 – ’80 or so), Burrell gave me per-

mission to open up a Vets Counseling group.  So I opened it up 

and Vets started coming in, they didn’t have to pay anything 

(the VA was offering the funds for veterans needing that type 

of counseling).  So I did that from ’80 to when I left Burrell, 

and continued it after. Did some individual counseling, marital 

counseling.  Just really got exposed to their lives. Very ful-

filling at times, also very traumatizing at times, as I had some 

that committed suicide.  
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Volunteer Opportunities at the Legion 

As always, we have several volunteer opportunities for mem-

bers and non-members.  Currenly, we are in need of someone 

with excellent administrative skills and the ability to see a task 

through to completion.  This could mostly be done at home, but 

it will take some familiarization with how the business here op-

erates. 

As our buildings age, maintenance has become a growing con-

cern. If you have any stills in any of the trades, or if you are a 

“Jack of ALL Trades”, we could use your help.  There are sev-

eral projects pending.   

At this time, we’re always looking for those with cooking 

skills. Special events, cooking lunch on those days when we 

need a sub to fill in, etc.  If you want to show off your culi-

nary skills to the membership, please contact the Post and 

we’ll get you set up.  

If you’re interested, please call 882-8639, or drop by. We’ll 

contact you and match you up with an opportunity. Volunteers 

are what allow Post 639 to function.  YOU ARE NEEDED. 

Come work and fellowship with us !!! 

Then I got an offer to go into private practice with Ozark Psy-

chological.  So I did that, and by that time, the old wound was 

coming back, causing me some pain in my back.  So I was see-

ing the doctors again, I got to the point where I was going to 

have to cut my hours back. Of course, the guys in private prac-

tice had to have somebody coming in and paying rent for the 

office space, and I couldn’t pay the full amount. So I finally 

started doing some volunteer work with Mercy’s Psychiatry unit 

for a while along with several other places, but I was not able to 

concentrate on the Veterans as much.  Then I had to have some 

more surgery in 1992. And after that one, I just took medical 

retirement from that time on. But all-in-all, working with Vets, 

getting to know them personally, was just a very fulfilling time 

for me, but also a very tragic time in a lot of ways, with the 

country’s attitude and what the press was presenting.  

The timeframe when I got permission to start Veterans’ discus-

sion groups (mentioned earlier) was when I first got involved 

with some of the founders of Post 639 – Gary Harlan, Ron 

Snyder, Bobbie Allen and several others that came through 

those early discussion groups. They were just beginning to real-

ly move in their efforts to counter the attitude toward Vietnam 

Vets.  

Gary Harlan was in the first group I facilitated, Ron Snyder was 

in the second, and I did therapy with Bobbie Allen, Gary Turner, 

Bud Darby.  The group was set up to meet one night a week. It 

was just open to any Vet that wanted to talk about themselves.  

As they came, there were several guys that, as they got exposed 

to it, they never came back.  I got exposed to many different 

types of therapy situations. Had one client that I’d been seeing 

that came in, said he had a plan.  Had deer rifle down in his car 

by High Street Baptist Church.  He was going to go out and 

shoot people going by on Hwy 65. For whatever reason, he felt 

the need to warn, but also felt the need to get help. He didn’t 

want to act on the plan, but he was close. As the situation 

evolved, I got him to agree to give me his rifle. And I took it to 

the Director of the Burrell Health Center (Todd Scheibel) and 

asked him to lock it up.  We got this Veteran into the North Lit-

tle Rock VA.  A few days later, his Dad came up to get the deer 

rifle. Said his son was in therapy at the VA, and he took the rifle 

home with him.  

One other time I had an appointment with a Veteran, and the 

secretary out front called me and said “He’s here.”, and I said 

“OK, send him back”, and she said “He’s got a pistol”.  So I 

went out front to talk to him, and he said it was his right to carry 

a pistol (of course, this was before there were any rules about 

open carry). And I told him I wasn’t going to meet with him 

wearing the pistol.  So he gave it to the secretary and she put it 

in her desk drawer.  And I’ll never forget it, right after our ses-

sion, I was headed out to lunch.  I went out the door, and there 

were two cops standing around this guy, and he had his arms 

crossed, again wearing this pistol.  Don’t know what they talked 

about, but they took control of the situation.  

So the experiences some of the 639 founders had during these 

discussion groups helped with their efforts in founding the Post.  

Gary Harlan, as well as Ron Snyder, Gary Turner, Bobby Allen 

and others - all of them that worked so hard with Veterans after-

wards, I think they had within them a need to counter all of the 

negativity, and to channel their frustration/anger into positive 

actions.  Gary Harlan probably said it well for most of us when 

he told the group he was trying to make peace with his ghosts.   

I have met some courageous guys from the 1960’s to the pre-

sent.  I recall when the Gulf War started, my son was in Marine 

Officer School.  My brother Tom, just before he died, called me 

up and said “Tell Danny (my son) to tear into them”.  

My son retired as a Marine Lt. Col.  He wasn’t called to do that.  

No John Kennedy.    

Next Month -  “Wake Island”, a story by Paul 

Doelger, Post 639 Member.  
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Average Weather in February for 
Springfield …….. 

Daily high temperatures increase by 9°F, from 45°F to 53°F, 
rarely falling below 28°F or exceeding 69°F. 

Daily low temperatures increase by 7°F, from 27°F to 33°F, 

rarely falling below 11°F or exceeding 47°F. 

Over the course of February in Springfield, the length of the 
day is increasing. From the start to the end of the month, the 
length of the day increases by 59 minutes, implying an aver-
age daily increase of 2 minutes, 11 seconds, and weekly in-
crease of 15 minutes, 14 seconds. 

The shortest day of the month is February 1, with 10 hours, 

22 minutes of daylight and the longest day is February 28, 

with 11 hours, 20 minutes of daylight. 

The latest sunrise of the month in Springfield is 7:16 
AM on February 1 and the earliest sunrise is 30 
minutes earlier at 6:45 AM on February 28. 

The earliest sunset is 5:37 PM on February 1 and the latest 
sunset is 28 minutes later at 6:06 PM on February 28. 

Daylight saving time is observed in Springfield during 2023, 

but it neither starts nor ends during February, so the entire 

month is in standard time. 

VIETNAM VET RADIO (vietnamvetradio.org) 

8181 S 4230 RD 

Chelsea, OK 74016                                                                   

Contact: Bennie P. Blount 

SFC, US Army, Retired 

Chu Lai 1969, Long Binh 1970, Vung Tau 1971-72 

Start planning for 2023 Bike Nights NOW.  

Get these dates on your calendars while they’re 

all open. Don’t miss a single one !!! 
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Recollections of   

Iwo Jima 

Sgt. Ed Fox, USMC 

 

In May of 2021, a group of Post 639 Members interviewed 

Sgt. Ed Fox about his WWII experiences at Midway, Iwo 

Jima, Occupation and Korea. That interview was published 

in Post 639 Newsletter from June - December 2021.  Feb-

ruary 19th marks the anniversary of the beginning of the 

Battle of Iwo Jima.  What follows is his account of what he 

experienced. 

Prepping for Iwo Jima  -  Hawaii. 13th Mar. 5th Mar 

Div.   

A portion of the 5th Mar Div. trained in Hawaii, Camp Ta-

rawa on the Big Island. I was receiving training as a for-

ward observer. We used 105’s field guns and 105mm 

Howitzers. The first time my team of 12, stepped up to run 

a fire mission was somewhat different than stepping up to 

a rifle range. We were to use “slag” rounds. These are  

rounds that are the same size/weight as regular projectiles, 

but obviously they do not carry explosive.  

Artillery practice firing range: We had 55-gal barrels 

placed at varied distances, each one to simulate an enemy 

target. We used topographical maps reference to our tar-

get. We did not know we were going to Iwo Jima.  

FO’s (Forward Observers) represented support for the 

infantry - where they went, we went. At times fighting 

right alongside with them. When they had a target that 

artillery would assist in removing that obstacle, we called 

to our FDC that we had  fire mission and ID the target. 

Could be an enemy MG,  artillery, a cave or troops 

massing, with that information  the F.O. began pinpoint-

ing the exact position with  compass bearing using three 

triangled compass reading to the target. 

OR on the right and OL left ,plus from my op center, 

data radioed to the FDC from our already known posi-

tion gave  information to the FDC. The infantry may 

suggest,  or lets  the FDC decide what type of rounds to 

fire, HE, overhead fire or Wille-pea. Seldom would we 

call for one round to  adjust. We on Iwo called for three 

rounds for each initial fire mission, then fire for effect 

quickly as possible.  

Could be 6 rounds or more or till the target was eliminat-

ed. The gun crews in the 13th  Marines prided themselves 

to kill the target whatever it may be, “now you see it, now 

you don’t.” Sometimes we could hear them cheer as we 

reported target destroyed, cease fire.  

I recall from training, “Fire one round to adjust”. My first 

test round went right inside that frig’en’ barrel. Luck. Next  

command would be “Fire for effect” but they wouldn’t let  

me call, fire for effect. “Lucky %#@&* Fox ,“Can you do 

it  again? ”. I was given another target further distance to 

try,  this time it was “troops massed.” With my compass 

bearing and the OR and OL points reporting theirs to the  

barrel on point, then sent that info to the FDC, and I re-

quested not one round but an emergency barrage with 

Wille-pea, no adjusting fire with a target like this. .Three  

batteries opened. Do you know how many guns are in a  

“battery”? 

The next 18 plus, rounds landed around, and in the 55 

gal.  drum blowing it away. Our team and gun crews got 

raves  at the slop chute that evening.  

Time came for departure from Hawaii.  

Leave everything  behind, no connection to home or loved 

ones, only dog tags, a couple change of underwear and 

socks. No personal  data or even pic or address of those at 

home. This kinda  makes one think hard of what is in our 

future?  

Two weeks at sea: We were on APA’s (Attack Transports)  

coming into the approach to Iwo. You ate in the galley 

standing up. The heads (bathrooms) were troughs, water 

going through it back and forth. Those troughs were lined 

up bow to stern so the seawater would wash inside the 

troughs.   

A little humor -  things to do to make the trip a little more  

tolerable. Occasionally at the end of the trough we’d tie a  

bunch of toilet paper in a big bundle. Time it right and 

light the toilet paper on fire and set it in the water as the 

ship pitched the other way. Everybody’s butt would get 

singed as that toilet paper would float past. And you had  

better move fast and hide somewhere if you pulled this one 

off. 

Landed on Red Beach 19 Feb. just before 1200 HRS;  

A Coast Guardsman on our LCVP (Landing Craft Vehicle  

Personnel) took us in to Red Beach under Surabachi, part 

of  our FO team along with Marines from the 27th Inf., As 
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we  got closer to the beach we began to experience in-

coming,  the LCVP that was next to us took a direct hit, 

and some of  the contents of that boat landed in ours. We 

had razed the Coastie to put us on dry land or we were go-

ing to seek him out when we got back if he dumped us  in 

the water before the beach. But he was something, I  didn’t 

have to wade. Hats off to the Coastie.  

Softest blackest sand and soil you could imagine. Crawled  

as soon as we got on the beach, overhead fire, direct fire 

from Surabachi on our left and we spent too much time  

trying to stay in touch as a team, we scattered. When we 

did get onto level ground the barrages intensified, I finally 

found false security in a shell hole , thinking well maybe 

they couldn’t put another in this hole, how foolish can you  

be.  

My first night I stayed alone in that hole,  probably the 

most terrifying night I’ve ever had. Safety off and finger 

on the trigger, tense. Shells landing all around, small arms 

fire and you keep hearing, “CORPSMAN, CORPS-

MAN !!” all  night. 

My second day was a little better, joined up with our team 

-one missing. We were told we were going to join the 28th 

Marines. Going up to take Surabachi, once up there we 

were  to set up an OP for the 27th Mar.  

Took us 5 sleepless, frigging days and nights to get 

up  there. During the daytime we’d just stayed put, 

not  moving crawling up the side. Every Japanese 

gun on the  island could see us going up the moun-

tain. We received  intense fire, exposed as we were. 

More lost.  

During the night, the Japanese above us would roll 

grenades down, and as they’d bounced by, you’d 

wonder  when the time would come when that SOB 

would go off. Not a damn thing one could do. A few 

were close. It was a  little hairy now and then, hug-

ging the earth had new  meaning. Finally, to the top. 

Set up and began calling in  fire missions.   

We hadn’t paid too much attention the men of the 

28th till  they began assembling a pole, eventually for 

the now  famous rising flag on Suribachi. We ob-

served both flags go up. Didn’t realize then the sig-

nificance of that flag going up, or  what was going to 

happen, that night we got into a hell of  a hurrah with 

the Japanese coming out of the caves that  were un-

derneath us that had been camouflaged.   

Nerves were tweaked trying not to pop our own before  

letting off a round. It was the nearest to hand to hand I  

care to experience. That was a tough night. I had 36 

rounds for my 12-guage shotgun and the following morn-

ing I had 6 rounds left. And I don’t remember seeing any-

one except the frantic Japanese.   

We stayed up there for two days and nights. We still took  

fire, overhead fire. I could have claimed a wound I guess,  

laid prone on my scope when shrapnel from overhead fire  

bounced and landed on the check of my ass, about the size  

of a saucer and I thought my ass had really gone to hell, it 

burnt so bad.  

But all it did was put a blister on it. When the Corps-

man  attended to it, he wanted my name and unit for a 

Purple  Heart. How would I explain receiving a Pur-

ple Heart for  blister on one’s ass, -- no way. 

While on top of Surabachi, I accrued a sword that night, 

he was an NCO. We went on to join the 27th when we 

got  down off the mountain and went up the west side 

of Iwo  as a F.O for the 27th. My luck still held out; we 

could still  put a round where they wanted it. Good 

men, good FDC, gunners always knew how many bags 

to use. “What a  Team.” They prided themselves, “No 

short rounds”.  

When we knocked out a tough target, there was whooping  

and yelling, we cheered, we had just killed 20 or 30 of the  

enemy. Some of us still live those moments, --- “what had 

we become, to celebrate such slaughter?  

When my team departed Iwo, there were four of us able to  

walk off the island .  

“For those who have fought for it, Freedom has a 

taste  that the protected will never know.” 
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Commander Mike Goforth commanderlz639@gmail.com 

1st Vice Commander Mike Chandler chandlermp1@gmail.com 

2nd Vice Commander Adam Jamieson fixxer560@yahoo.com 

Adjutant Tom Newsom menehune66@gmail.com 

Finance Officer Frank Messley lizzard1955@hotmail.com 

Judge Advocate Jim Cooper mcccoop@sbcglobal.net 

Sergeant at Arms Ron Jackson ronjackson417@gmail.com 

Service Officer Bob Scott bscottrf@gmail.com 

Quartermaster Barry Greene ibbeg@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Rex Krasche rexdk10@sbcglobal.net 

Historian Bob Kalwat rkalwat@gmail.com 

Member at Large Bob Dale justbob94@yahoo.com 

Member at Large Darrin Dobbs dobbster64@gmail.com 

Director Marsha Crom mjcrom54@gmail.com 

Assistant Director Kathy Davis kddavis258@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Turner dbts@hotmail.com 

Secretary Bob Kalwat rkalwat@gmail.com 

Sergeant at Arms Ron Jackson ronjackson417@gmail.com 

Judge Advocate Mike Brooks c130mike@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Herman Burkett eazydime@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Will Odgen aka_freestarr777@yahoo.com 

Ride Coordinator Ron Jackson ronjackson417@gmail.com 

Membership Bob Kalwat rkalwat@gmail.com 

Legion Post 639 Officers, 2022 - 2023 

Post 639 Legion Riders Officers, 2022 - 2023 
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President Diana Cooperider dlcooperider77@gmail.com 

Vice President Terra Cooperider tlc00011@gmail.com 

Secretary Susan Heppard smheppard01@gmail.com 

Treasurer Hallie Scott bscottrf@gmail.com 

Historian Mikayla Criger mikaylacriger@outlook.com 

Chaplain Tammi Grantham rumtumtrans@yahoo.com 

Sergeant at Arms Charlotte Kelly  

Member at Large Lindy Dobbs ldobbs21@outlook.com 

Member at Large Sherry Hawk shawk47@gmail.com 

Commander Curtis Myers curtis74myers@gmail.com 

1st Vice Commander Eric Duff jhtduff@gmail.com 

2nd Vice Commander Al Manes akmanes7@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Finance Noel Heppard judstadad55@gmail.com 

Chaplain Frank Grantham rumtumtrans@yahoo.com 

Adjutant/Historian Mike House mike@wemovebetter.com 

Sergeant at Arms Michael Schwindt mike.schwindt80@gmail.com 

Post Laison (VFW) Nolan Moody nrmoody@sbcglobal.net 

Post Laison (AL) Justin Adamson sfcadamson@gmail.com 

Post 639 Auxiliary Officers, 2022 - 2023 

Post 639 Sons of the American Legion Officers, 2022 - 2023 
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Vietnam War Memorial 
American Legion Post 639 
2660 South Scenic Ave 
Springfield, MO  65807 
 
www.americanlegionpost639.org 
 
(417) 882-8639 
 
Post Hours: 
 
Mon - Sat  11AM - 8PM 
 
Sunday       Noon - 6PM 
 


