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That’s what Vietnam War Memorial Post 639, Inc.
is. A group of veterans, organized to provide service to
promote Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National
Security, Americanism, and Children & Youth. That’s
why we do what we do.
If you look back at our newsletter from January, we had
a fairly detailed list of the services we provided to local
charities that work toward those goals, but of course we
can always do more, and we can always do better.
In the past year, we devoted a lot of our resources to
being sure we can survive the COVID closures; this
time last year, our doors were still closed. By the time I
write my next article, I hope the restrictions will be
lifted and we will be able to go back to normal. And
trust me, I have received “input” from a lot of people
about how we have managed the restrictions. I want
you all to know that even when I didn’t take your
advice, I listened and considered it.
Along those lines, I want to relay a story. A fellow
complained to me the other day about our beer prices. I
don’t drink much canned beer, so I’m not sure how they
compare, but he believed they were too high. I told him
that we sell drinks and food to make money to maintain
our property and so that we have money to devote to
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security,
Americanism, and Children & Youth. He told me he
didn't care about that, he just thought our beer should
cost less. I asked him if he was a veteran, and he said
no. I asked him if he donated or volunteered, and he
said no.
Clearly this chewed on my brain, kinda like when I was
7 and had a loose tooth. I just couldn't stop thinking
about it.

What occurred to me was that this guy thinks we

haven’t done enough for him. Most
of us volunteered to serve our
country. Some of us weren’t given
that choice. Then we did our time,
honorably, and came home. We got
jobs, spouses, and houses. Paid our
taxes, and finally reached a point
where we could again serve our
community and our country through
our membership in the Legion. We
also have a group of people here
who aren’t veterans but serve
alongside us now. They are easily
half of the volunteers who show up
for anything we do. Maybe we
haven’t yet done enough, but if
you’re reading this, you’ve done
more than most.
IF YOU ARE A VETERAN,
MEMBER (of the Legion or any of
our affiliate organizations),
VOLUNTEER or DONOR, you are why I am
here. YOU are the team that makes everything we do
happen. I value your feedback, advice, and ideas. If
you’re part of that group, you know that we have
accomplished a lot, together, over the last few years.
I want to help those who think of us as a neighborhood
bar to see that we are not. I want to help them see that
we are a service organization that socializes together, but
our purpose is service. I want them to understand that
when you buy a drink, or a burger, or a lottery ticket, or
a ball cap here, you’re contributing to a kid going to
Boy’s State, Girl’s State or oratory contest. You’re
contributing to free estate planning for veterans, suicide
prevention awareness, veteran’s mental health care, VA
claims help, and countless other things. You’re
contributing to our Post’s support of the crisis nursery

at Isabel’s House and other charities in our community
that serve kids in need. I want everyone to see that
spending time here isn’t the same as spending time in a
dive bar or even social club. I want to turn our
customers into volunteers, and I want to turn our
volunteers into officers.
For those of you who already volunteer, THANK YOU.
For those of you who provide support by donating
money or goods to our Post, THANK YOU. We’ve
accomplished a lot, and we’re going to do more. For
those of you who believe in our mission, I invite you to
join us.

Attached is our 2021 Ride Schedule. All Rides will be
on the Saturday after our monthly meeting and will leave
from the Post. KSU to be determined. There will be
other unscheduled rides throughout the year. Let’s get
ready to ride.
2021 ALR Ride Schedule
Saturday, April 24 - Roaring River State Park, MO
Saturday, May 22 - Back 40, Mt. Home, AR
Saturday, June 26 - Gaston’s, Lakeview, AR
Saturday, July 24 - Sam’s Cellar, Neosho, MO

Semper Fi

Saturday, August 21 - Pizza Cellar, Rockaway Beach, MO

Darin Hargis

Saturday, September 25 - Ozark Café’, Jasper, AR

Chaplain

Saturday, October 23 - Pied Piper, Eureka Springs, AR

Spring has sprung. The snow, rain, bad weather are here.
Easter is on the way. It is time to remember the coming
of the Lord. He has risen !! The Lord is in heaven and
sitting on the right hand of the Father.

During the “Ride to Live” event last year, Kathy Davis’s
organization was able to assist a PTSD-affected veteran,
Robert Byrd, with a trip to “Save a Warrior” ALR
Chapter 639 made a donation to assist Robert with his
trip expenses. Upon his return, he will share his
experiences at the camp with us. Robert’s sendoff on
March 3rd, Queen of Hearts.

Remember to have the Lord in your heart and tell others
the Lord is there for them.
All for now.
Your Chaplain, Rex Krasche

Historian/Newsletter

(L to R) Al Manes, Bob Davis, Robert Byrd, Kathy
Davis, Ron Jackson, Commander Darin Hargis

Full-blown email Newsletter process this month !!
Thanks to all of you who provided preferences,
comments and input the last two months. The more
email addresses we have, the less mailing expense and
hours expended. We’ve reduced the mailing by 50%,
AND we can provide better content and full-color. A
definite, solid win-win !! Please keep us up to date on
any changes you have to your email addresses. I strongly
encourage you to switch to email if you can. You won’t
regret it !!!

Bob Kalwat
Post 639 Historian/Newsletter Editor
historianeditorlz639@gmail.com

American Legion Riders 639
Spring has finally arrived !! Riding season is now in full
motion ahead and our motorcycles are ready for the busy
season. This year we will be visiting the many VSO’s in
our area as we ride. Our mission is to support unity
throughout our community,

We’re now also to the point where we can plan some events.
First up is Saturday, April 17th, BBQ Blowout !! We’ll be in
the pavilion, food will be FREE (donation suggested),
weekend RV camping will be FREE for Post 639 members.
Music provided by local musicians. Hope to see you there !!!

Marsha Crom, ALR 639 Director
Larry Tuck, ALR 639 Ride Coordinator

Sergeant at Arms / Building & Grounds
I had originally scheduled a “clean-up day” at our post
for March 20-21. After watching a weather forecast that
showed rain and chilly weather for that weekend, I
cancelled the clean-up, with a posting on Facebook.
Well, needless to say, the weather last weekend was
pretty nice. My bad !!
Several people showed up to help and I want to thank
them for coming in and ask them to respond again next
month when I hope to hold the clean-up day again.
Right now I’m looking at 9AM, Saturday, April 10 to
hold it.
If you are available and would like to help out, please keep
that day open. Painting and general clean-up will be the plan.
Ron Jackson, Sergeant at Arms, Building/Gro

Adjutant
Operation Iraqi Freedom/Enduring Freedom
The OIF/OEF Memorial Committee will meet Monday,
April 12th, 1800 hrs. The meeting will cover further
planning for the display of the OIF/OEF Memorial at
the Post on June 3-6. If you would like to know more or
volunteer to help, please join us !!
Mary Newsom, Committee Chair

Post 639 Adjutant Tom Newsom presenting
the American Legion General Military Excellence Award to Cadet Jordan Coday (top),
and the American Legion Scholastic Award to
Cadet Noah Tattershall (bottom), members of
the Republic High School Air Force JROTC
program.
SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS from
Vietnam Memorial Post 639.
Well done !!!

Auxiliary
Big SHOUT-OUT to all that helped for the success of
our St. Patrick’s Day Dinner. The food was
FANTASTIC !! Special THANK YOU to Marsha
Crom, Commander Darin Hargis and all the members
who baked, served, manned the desert table, and the
angels in the kitchen! We would also like to thank
everyone who came out and supported the event. It was
a great evening.
By the time you read this, our Children’s Easter Party
will have taken place. This year the Easter Bunny joined
us, and with the help of the Bunny Hoppers and Bunny
Bikers, the kids were given a gift bag of goodies. They
also participated in games for prizes and placed their
chalk art masterpieces on the concrete in the pavilion
area. The Children’s Easter Party is one of ALA’s
annual traditional events. One of our missions is
focusing on the family and children of our veterans and
serving military men and women. Our children’s events
are always free and open to the public.
April showers bring May flowers !! We are about to get
busy with gardening, lawn and flower care, and just
good ‘ole spring cleaning. It’s no different at Post 639.
One of the big projects for ALA this spring is starting
the rose garden rejuvenation project, and our first
committee meeting will be Sunday, April 18th at
2:30PM. Anyone interested in being on the committee,
please come and attend the meeting. If you are unable to
make the meeting and are still interested in being part of
the committee, leave your name and contact number
with the bartenders at the Post, and I will contact you.
Despite the wind, we took advantage of the beautiful
weather on Sunday, March 21st, and began spring
cleaning on the rose garden and the flower bed behind
the Post. We can always use a helping hand inside and
outside of the Post as there is always something to do at
639 !!. If you don’t know where to start, give a shout and
I’ll help you figure it out. Everyone has a hidden talent
or an area of expertise, and we have something for you
to do to put those skills to use.
The celebration tree will be honoring new members of
ALA for the month of April. We will be performing an
initiation ceremony for these members during our
general meeting on Tuesday, April 6th. The new
members will decorate the tree with their names, and the
year they became members. After the ceremony we will
be serving cake and ice cream for everyone at the Post in
honor of our new members. Please join us after the
meeting for this special celebration !!

Our punch board raffle was re-set after our grand prize
of $200 was won at our March general meeting.
Congratulations to the winner !! Every punch is a
winner, and we have a variety of prizes just waiting for
you. The raffle is our monthly general meeting
fundraiser, and we thank you for participating each
month !! Ticket sales start at 5:30PM and we draw the
winning ticket before the meeting starts.
April 50/50 is for Post 639. 50/50 is every Wednesday
night during the Queen of Hearts. If you have a
fundraising event that you would like to do 50/50 for,
please contact the organization whos’ month it is and ask
if you can take their spot. We are always willing to
share our month with you for your event.

2021 50/50 Fundraiser Schedule - Every
Wednesday During Queen of Hearts
Jan - Post

Feb - ALR

Mar - ALA

Apr - Post

May - ALR

Jun - ALA

Jul - Post

Aug - ALR

Sep - ALA

Oct - Post

Nov - ALR

Dec - ALA

April, you will find ALA gearing to help with the Post
BBQ on the 17th. Watch for announcements for details !
As always, take care of yourself and each other and
remember - “Alone we can do so little, together we can
do so much” - Helen Keller
In the Spirit of Service, not Self,
Diana Cooperider, ALA President, Post 639

Really Great to see Sgt Ed Fox, USMC,
back at the General Meeting !!!

Witness Markers - History’s Short Stories
PAUL A. DOELGER
University of Minnesota, Crookston
This Short Story Is Dedicated to our Greatest Generation

“They fought together as brothers in arms; they died together and now they sleep side by side. To them we have
a solemn obligation — the obligation to insure that their
sacrifice will help to make this a better and safer world
in which to live”.Fleet Admiral Chester William Nimitz

In honor of her namesake, the Missouri was christened

by Mary Margaret Truman the daughter of Harry S.
Truman. The ship displaced 48,500 tons and could
reach speeds of 33 knots (38 mph). When enemy battleships were no longer a threat, the fast battleships’ speed
enabled them to travel with and support the Navy’s Fast
Carrier task forces. A symbol of American might, the
Mighty Mo was chosen to be the site of the official end
of World War 2. On September 2nd, 1945, the instrument of surrender was signed on her decks by General
of the Army Douglas MacArthur. She served with distinction during the war and received three battle stars .

Prologue
The history of the 2nd World War has always been my
passion; I read, I research and I explore. Recently I
watched a documentary on “Witness Trees”. A witness
tree is a living tree that was present at key events in
American history such as Civil War battles. Why not
apply this same approach to the history of World War
2? During my travels I search for the forgotten items
that everyone sees but few seem to notice; these are their
stories.
Last Month -The Artillery Shell, The Guns
This Month - The Ships
In 1923 the Battleship USS West Virginia was commissioned into the United States Navy. It was the last of
the Super Dreadnaught style battleships ever built with
the older style guns. The United States wouldn’t build
another Battleship until 1937 when the keel was laid for
the USS North Carolina, nicknamed the Showboat. The
United States Navy commissioned nine more ships of
this new style which became known as the” fast battleships”. There were 4 classes of these fast ships planned;
North Carolina, South Dakota, Iowa and Montana Classes. These ships, because of their speed and weaponry
were designed to hunt down and destroy enemy ships
and shipping. The Montana’s were the largest most powerful of these planned but never built. Their main armament consisted of nine 16-inch guns mounted in 3 turrets
with the exception of the Montana’s that would have
mounted twelve 16-inch guns. All ships of this type
could fire the new Mark 8 Super Heavy APCBS shells.
The last of these ships built by the United States Navy
were the Iowa Class. There were 6 battleships of this
class ordered, but only 4 were ever completed. Even
though the Missouri was the 3rd battleship in this class,
she had distinction of being the last of 64 battleships ever finished by the United States. Her sister ship, the Iowa had a hull number 1 digit greater but was completed
prior to the Missouri. The last of the fast battleships was
named after the 24th state admitted to the union and
would be forever known by her hull number BB63 USS
Missouri, nicknamed the "Mighty Mo".

The Shell, The Gun, The Ships

I hope this short story challenges you to look and
think about historical markers differently. If ever in
Springfield please take the opportunity to visit the
American Legion Post 639 and check out this aging
shell. When thinking about this marker, it’s important
to not only remember the when’s and the why’s but also all those who served aboard these ships. As Winston
Churchill said, “Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so few.” As to what
ship carried this shell, the author of this story would
like to think it was aboard the Mighty Mo, but that’s
another story.

Sun

04 Apr

Mon

05 Apr

Tue

06 Apr

General
Meeting
7PM

11 Apr

12 Apr

13 Apr

19 Apr

ALR Meeting
6pm

25 Apr

20 Apr

Auxilliary
E-Board
Meeting
6:30PM

26 Apr

07 Apr

27 Apr

E-Board
Meeting 6:30

Thu

Fri

Sat

01 Apr

02 Apr

03 Apr

08 Apr

09 Apr

10 Apr

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

14 Apr

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

OIF/OEF Event
Planning Mtg
6PM

18 Apr

Wed

21 Apr

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

28 Apr

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

Sub Vet Meeting
1pm

15 Apr

16 Apr

Red Nights
Meeting
6-8PM

17 Apr

CVMA Vets
Meeting
5PM

22 Apr

23 Apr

Fleet Reserve
Association
Meeting

Newsletter
ARTICLES Due
8am

29 Apr

30 Apr

24 Apr

Kitchen Menu
Come try our classic Reuben, our IMPOSSIBLY big
Chili Dog, or our Pork Tenderloin. We also have fried
chicken sandwiches, chicken-fried shrimp, and your favorite hamburgers and cheeseburgers.
We also have a new item. It’s a French Dip style cheesesteak, served on a hoagie roll with grilled onions and
peppers. It’s good, but it won’t be here forever.
The American Legion is free and open to the public, and
our kitchen is open every weekday until 2PM, so bring
your friends and encourage others to stop by and visit
us. As you know, our kitchen is one of our main sources
of revenue, so the more people we can get in here, the
better !
Gold Star Spouses Day - April 5th

We appreciate your patronage !!
LZ639 Pizza Company will make available to our members
of Post 639 and families your choice of 12 different pizzas that
we offer to area bars. There is a minimum order of 6 pizzas
and they will only be made when we are making orders for our
wholesale customers and will be take out only.

The price is $6.00 per pizza for 10” pizzas . This is for
personal use and cannot be resold. See Connie or the bartender for additional information and to order.

National Former POW Recognition Day - April 9th

A Service-Disabled, Veteran-Owned Small Business
(SDVOSB) providing mission essential cyber security capabilities
www.foxholetechnology.com - Wes Hester, CEO

Air Force Reserve Birthday - April 15th
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