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Dear Friends,
Winter is upon us. It snowed overnight, but our
sidewalks and driveway have already melted, and
people are starting to come in for lunch. It’s going to
be a good day here at 639.
I want to thank, in advance, a few of our members who
have stepped up to help with maintaining the games and
assisting the Finance officer with administrative tasks.
It’s surprising how much government regulation impacts
a simple legion post bar and kitchen, but this time of
year there seem to be countless forms to fill out and
submit. It’s part of the behind the scenes work that we
do to keep the place open for the next generation and
beyond.

try to be at the post most of the day
on Mondays and Wednesdays in the
afternoon. Let’s talk!
You’ll also notice, when you stop in,
some new faces. Our membership is
growing, and we are adding not only
transfers that have relocated to the
Ozarks, but new-joins with no prior
Legion involvement. Introduce
yourself and welcome them to our
family.

You may have noticed that we have begun, slowly, to
replace broken, or almost broken, items in our kitchen,
thanks to the generosity of a few big and several smaller
donors. Their commitment to the financial future of our
Legion is much appreciated. (I’d tell you who they are,
but they asked me not to.)

Finally, I want to mention that Mary
Newsom is taking the lead on
bringing the OIF/OEF 9/11
memorial to our post the first
weekend of June of this year. She is
doing a great job with the planning,
and we have our fingers crossed for
good weather and a return to precovid normal prior to then.

The Springfield Covid restrictions have pretty well
limited our operations for the Spring, at least until the
ordinance expires. We are financially solid, but we are
definitely taking a conservative position on spending
and events in order to ensure we can survive in an
uncertain future. The support of our membership is
critical to the future, and its comforting to see how
many have stepped forward to lend a hand. Its
definitely appreciated.

If you would like to contribute to this traveling memorial
to those who have served post 9/11 in the armed forces
or as first responders, Nathan or I would be happy to talk
with you. Or, you can always leave a check with the
bartender on duty made out to the Post, with a note in the
memo line. Remember, our post is a 501(c)19 charitable
organization, which means that your contributions are
tax deductible. If you gave in 2020, don’t forget this
when you file your 2020 tax returns.

Along those lines, I’d like to remind you all that we
have plenty of volunteer opportunities for virtually
anyone who would want to help. Regardless of what
skills or talents you may have, we can find a way to
match those to the needs of the Post. In fact, you may
be good at something we don’t even realize we need. I

Of course, thank you for your support.
Semper Fi,
Darin Hargis

Historian/Newsletter

Chaplain

I’m only putting this in front this month because I want
to make sure it catches your attention.

The year 2020 is over, and it is time to renew and refresh
for 2021. The time is to heal and be healed. Prayer is the
only thing that can do that, so let’s pray we can regain
the power we had before C19 came and, now it can go
bye-bye.

This month we’re going to introduce an ELECTRONIC
Newsletter as an alternative to the hardcopy mailed
version we’ve been using for many years. This will help
the Post reduce expenses associated with the newsletter
by (1) saving on printing paper/toner, and (2) postage. In
addition, it will allow us to send you a full-color version
vs. the black and white version used now (color
hardcopy was prohibitively expensive). Also, right now
we’re restricted in content to a specific number of pages.
This will us to have UNLIMITED content to pass on
information to you, the members of Post 639.

As we stand now, we send out approximately 750
newsletters every month. Of those 750, we have email
addresses for 420 (approx. 60%). We’re VERY aware
that some of our members do not use email, and for
those, this rollout will NOT affect them in anyway
unless they choose to make the change. Here’s how the
implementation will work:
For February AND March 2021, we will send out
hardcopy newsletters to all members, business as usual.
In addition, IF the Post has an email address for you, we
will also send it out in an email with a .PDF attachment.
Double-clicking on the attachment should open it for
you to view.
A two-month implementation should allow for us to
familiarize, and make adjustments to the process. If
during these two months (1) If you wish to continue receiving a hardcopy
newsletter, NO ACTION IS REQUIRED.
(2) If you wish to change from hardcopy to email
delivery, just contact either myself or Tom Newsom
with your email address and we’ll adjust the list.
Starting in April 2021, we’ll go to either hardcopy or
email delivery. For April and beyond, if you have a
NEW email or have CHANGED from a previous one,
please let myself or Tom know and we’ll adjust for you.
This will be a much higher quality newsletter. You
deserve only the best, my friends ……...
Semper Fi,
Bob Kalwat, Historian/Newsletter Editor
historianleditorz639@gmail.com

All for now, if you need your Chaplain, call the Post and
they can get hold of me. As always the Post and its’
members are in my prayers.
Rex Krasche
Post 639 Chaplain

ALR
Wow! Where did January go? Just a few events we want
to keep you “posted on”. Richard A. Heigert, National
Vice Commander, is planning a trip to our Post 639 in
March. Post activities will be announced as soon as the
date is locked in.
We are very excited to have the OEF Memorial Wall this
June. This honorable event is the reward of Mary
Newsom’s hard work and planning. For details, please
contact Mary. We will need several volunteers, such as
security, parking, help with set-up and tear-down. I hope
you will join us in welcoming all who travel from near
and far. Flyers for this event will be out soon, so stay
tuned!
The Legacy Ride will be this summer. This date is also
pending due to the pandemic. We will let all our riders
know as soon as the date is set. I hope you all are
getting your bikes ready to ride, and start thinking of any
rides you would like to recommend to our Ride Captain,
Larry Tuck. Rides will start in April.
Last but not least, don’t forget the Queen of Hearts game
every Wednesday night. We have a LOT of fun with
great feed and drinks. We will be starting a new game
and setting the board February 4th.
May you have peace in your heart and remember to
always be kind.
Kathy Davis
ALR Assistant Director

Auxiliary
February will be a quite one for us and we are taking
this time to gear up for the upcoming events that we
have planned for 2021. Due to Covid, we have declined
to do anything for Valentine’s Day this year. We will be
sending Valentine’s Day cards and toiletry items to our
Veterans in Mount Vernon.
Next month, beginning in March, we will be celebrating
our military branch and legion organizations birthdays
at the monthly General meetings. We will be setting up
a permanent decorative tree at the Post to recognize and
help us celebrate these occasions. Our first one is the
American Legion birthday, which is March 15th. We
will be celebrating at the General meeting on March 2nd
with cake and ice cream before the meeting.
Our first event this year will be our annual St. Patrick’s
Day Corned Beef Dinner. Date to be announced later
this month, but it will be during the week of March
15th.
We are excited to announce that we are currently
working on a Facebook page for ALA 639! Our
member, Kayla Ortega, is our page designer and
coordinator. We will be posting our events and projects
in hopes to keep everyone informed on the “When,
What and Where” of who we are and what our mission
is.
February is the ALR 50/50 fundraiser month, every
Wednesday during the Queen of Hearts. Come out and
buy some tickets for a chance to win some cash and
support the American Legion Riders of Post 639.
Thank you for your devotion and support of the ALA
and Post 639. We appreciate each and every one of you!
In the Spirit of Service not Self,
Diana Cooperider
Unit 639 President

2nd Vice Commander
Update on the donation from the 6th Annual Veterans
Ball hosted by Veteran Student Organizations (VSO’s)
from MSU, Drury, OTC, and Evangel. The Ball was to
be held in April 2020 and donation was to go to “The
Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall” project. This was
delayed until this past September, which by then, The
Wall project had closed out the books. So now your Post
is hosting a “9/11 through Present Memorial” in June
2021 with Mary Newsom as chairperson. It was agreed

on by The Wall committee, the 9/11 committee and the
Veteran Student Organization to donate the 2020 funds
to the 9/11 Memorial. I received a check from the VSO
on December 15th in the amount of $1400. In the
pictures, Shawn Moreland, Jake McKelberg and myself
are shown with the Ceremonial check at MSU.
It was suggested and I believe it will happen that the 7th
Annual Veterans Ball will recognize the Desert Shield/
Storm Veterans and maybe through present. Was also
suggested the donation from this ball go to this 9/11
Memorial project.
Semper Fidelis
Nolan R. Moody Post 639 2nd Vice Commander

Four Chaplains Day
In 1988, Congress established February 3rd as an
annual “Four Chaplains Day.” The story of the “Four
Chaplains” is as follows.
The men who came to be known as “The Four
Chaplains” were Methodist minister the Reverend
George L. Fox, Reformed Church in America minister
Clark V. Poling, Reform Rabbi Alexander D Goode
(PhD), and Roman Catholic priest Father John P.
Washington.

The four men had met while attending Chaplains School
at Harvard in preparation for each of their appointments
as chaplains. After the four new chaplains had completed
Chaplain School at Harvard, they all boarded the USAT
Dorchester to travel to Europe and report to their new
assignments. The Dorchester left New York on Jan. 23,
1943 with a convoy of ships headed for the Army
Command Base at Narsarsuaq in southern Greenland.
The vessel carried a total of 904 service members.
On Feb 3, 1943 at 12:55AM, German submarine U-223
torpedoed the Dorchester off the coast of
Newfoundland. This blow knocked out the ship’s
electrical system. As darkness set in, so did panic, as
many men were trapped below decks. In the midst of
this chaos, the chaplains worked together to try and
instill calm and also help as many men as they could.
This cooperation was deemed extraordinary at the time
due to the four being from such different backgrounds
and beliefs.
There are numerous eye-witness accounts of the four
chaplains’ heroism. When the supply of life jackets ran
out before each man had one, the chaplains removed
their own life jackets and gave them to others. The
chaplains also helped as many men as they could into
lifeboats.
As he floated in the figid Arctic water, surrounded by
debris, oil and dead bodies, Pvt. William B. Bednar
heard “men crying, pleading, praying. I could also hear
the chaplains preaching courage. Their voices were the
only thing that kept me going”.
Grady Clark, another survivor, said, “As I swam away
from the ship, I looked back. The flares had lighted
everything. The bow came up high and she slid under.

The last thing I saw, the four chaplains were up there
praying for the safety of the men. They had done
everything they could. I did not see them again. They
themselves did not have a chance without their life
jackets.” The four then linked arms, said prayers and
sang hymns as they went down with the ship.
Because the water temperature was 34 degrees and the
air temperature was 36 degrees, hundreds of men died
due to hypothermia before rescue ships came. Of the 904
men aboard the ship, only 230 were rescued.
On Dec 19, 1944, Congress posthumously awarded each
of the chaplains the Purple Heart and the Distinguished
Service Cross. Congress also attempted to
posthumously confer the Medal of Honor on each
chaplain. However, because the they had acted after the
torpedo attack was over, and this medal required heroism
performed “under fire”, they did not technically qualify.
In response, members of Congress authorized the Four
Chaplains’ Medal, a special medal intended to carry the
same weight and importance as the Medal of Honor. It
was approved by a unanimous act of Congress on July
14, 1960, and Secretary of the Army Wilber M. Brucker
presented the medals to the next of kin of each chaplain
at Ft. Myer, Virginia on Jan 18, 1961.
Held on or close to February 3, “four chaplains”
memorial services are often multi-faith. Typical symbols
to represent the four chaplains include four candles,
pictures of each chaplain, or four easels each holding a
life jacket.
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.” John 15:13 KJV

Other historical February dates
Feb 01 1861 – Civil War: Texas secedes » Texas becomes the seventh state to secede from the Union when
a state convention votes 166 to 8 in favor of the measure. The Texans who voted to leave 2 the Union did so
over the objections of their governor, Sam Houston. A
staunch Unionist, Houston’s election in 1859 as governor seemed to indicate that Texas did not share the rising
secessionist sentiments of the other Southern states.
Feb 15 1898 – A massive explosion of unknown origin
sinks the battleship USS Maine in Cuba’s Havana harbor, killing 260 of the fewer than 400 American crew
members aboard.
Feb 01 1942 – WW2: U.S. Navy conducts Marshalls–
Gilberts raids, the first offensive action by the United
States against Japanese forces in the Pacific Theater.
Feb 06 1945 – WW2: MacArthur reports the fall of Manila, and the liberation of 5,000 prisoners.
Feb 08 1943 – WW2: Americans secure Guadalcanal »
Japanese troops evacuate Guadalcanal, leaving the island
in Allied possession after a prolonged campaign. The
American victory paved the way for other Allied wins in
the Solomon Islands. Casualties and losses: Allies 7104
- JP 32,000
Feb 10 1763 – French and Indian War: The French and
Indian War ends » The Seven Years’ War, a global conflict known in America as the French and Indian War,
ends with the signing of the Treaty of Paris by France,
Great Britain, and Spain.
Feb 11 1943 – WW2: General Dwight Eisenhower is
selected to command the allied armies in Europe.
Feb 12 1973 – Vietnam War: The release of U.S. POWs
begins in Hanoi as part of the Paris peace settlement.
The return of U.S. POWs began when North Vietnam
released 142 of 591 U.S. prisoners at Hanoi’s Gia Lam
Airport. Part of what was called Operation Homecoming, the first 20 POWs arrived to a hero’s welcome at
Travis Air Force Base in California on February 14. Operation Homecoming was completed on March 29, 1973,
when the last of 591 U.S. prisoners were released and
returned to the United States.
Feb 13 1965 – Vietnam War: Operation Rolling Thunder - President Lyndon B. Johnson decides to undertake
the sustained bombing of North Vietnam that he and his
advisers have been contemplating for a year.

Feb 19 1945 – WW2: Battle of Iwo Jima (Operation Detachment) – About 30,000 United States Marines land on
Iwo Jima commencing a battle that lasts 35 days. Iwo
Jima was a barren Pacific island guarded by Japanese
artillery, but to American military minds, it was prime
real estate on which to build airfields to launch bombing
raids against Japan, only 660 miles away. Casualties and
losses: US 26,038 - JP 22,060.

February Weather in Springfield
Daily high temperatures increase by 9°F, from 45°
F to 53°F, rarely falling below 28°F or exceeding 69°F.
Daily low temperatures increase by 7°F, from 27°
F to 33°F, rarely falling below 11°F or exceeding 47°F.
From the start to the end of the month, the length of the
day increases by 59 minutes, implying an average daily
increase of 2 minutes, 11 seconds, and weekly increase
of 15 minutes, 17 seconds.

Kitchen Menu
Come try our classic Reuben, our IMPOSSIBLY big
Chili Dog, or our Pork Tenderloin. We also have fried
chicken sandwiches, chicken-fried shrimp, and your favorite hamburgers and cheeseburgers.
We also have a new item. It’s a French Dip style cheesesteak, served on a hoagie roll with grilled onions and
peppers. It’s good, but it won’t be here forever.
The American Legion is free and open to the public, and
our kitchen is open every weekday until 2PM, so bring
your friends and encourage others to stop by and visit us.
As you know, our kitchen is one of our main sources of
revenue, so the more people we can get in here, the better !
We appreciate your patronage !!

Volunteer Opportunities at the Legion
As always, we have several volunteer opportunities for
members and non-members. Currently, we are in need
of someone with excellent administrative skills and the
ability to see a task through to completion. This could
mostly be done at home, but it will take some familiarization with how the business here operates.
As our buildings age, maintenance has become a growing concern. If you have any stills in any of the trades, or
if you are a “Jack of ALL Trades”, we could use your
help. There are several projects pending.

If you’re interested, please call 882-8639, or drop by.

Sun

Mon

Tue

01 Feb

02 Feb

General
Meeting
7PM

07 Feb

08 Feb

09 Feb

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

03 Feb

04 Feb

05 Feb

06 Feb

11 Feb

12 Feb

13 Feb

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

10 Feb

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

Sub Vet Meeting
1pm
9/11 Memorial
Dinner

14 Feb

15 Feb

16 Feb

Auxilliary
E-Board
Meeting
6:30PM

21 Feb

ALR Meeting
6pm

28Feb

22 Feb

23 Feb

E-Board
Meeting 6:30

17 Feb

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

24 Feb

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

18 Feb

19 Feb

Red Nights
Meeting
6-8PM

20 Feb

CVMA Vets
Meeting
5PM

25 Feb

26 Feb

Fleet Reserve
Association
Meeting

Newsletter
ARTICLES Due
8am

27 Feb

Ongoing Suicide Prevention

USO Birthday - February 4th

EVERY month is Suicide Prevention month. Always be
vigilant for your brothers/sisters that might need help.
Some signs of concerning behavior include:
• Hopelessness, feeling like there is no way out
• Anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, or mood swings
• Feeling like there is no reason to live
• Rage or anger
• Engaging in risky activities without thinking
• Increasing alcohol or drug use
• Withdrawing from family and friends
If you notice any signs of concerning behavior here are
some things you can do:
• Start a conversation: Mention the signs that prompted
you to talk to them. Stay calm and let the person know
you want to help them. Don’t leave the person alone.
• Listen, express concern and reassure the individual:
Let the person know you care and that you take the situation seriously. Letting the person know you care will go a
long way in establishing a support system.
• Create a safety plan: Ask the person if they have access to anything that could harm them and call for help if
you feel the situation is dangerous.
• Get the individual help: Provide resources for the individual. Call the Veteran’s crisis line at 1(800)-2738255. Or if you feel the situation is severe, take the individual to the closest emergency room or call for help.

LZ639 Pizza Company will make available to our members of
Post 639 and families your choice of 12 different pizzas that
we offer to area bars. There is a minimum order of 6 pizzas
and they will only be made when we are making orders for our
wholesale customers and will be take out only.

The price is $6.00 per pizza for 10” pizzas . This is for
personal use and cannot be resold. See Connie or the bartender for additional information and to order.
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