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From the Commander … 

 Well Summer is over, and Fall is upon us. I 

am always bummed that our outdoor events 

are coming to a close, but please plan on 

supporting our Post during our slow time this Fall 

and Winter. What a great event year we had and we are al-

ready planning for 2023.  

The Queen of Hearts was chosen on September 21st. But not 

without a little controversy, the person was not present. I 

darnn near had a mutiny on my hands when I made the deci-

sion to give them 5 minutes to get here. The Covid rule was 

still in effect - that if you are not present, a representative 

could draw for you for 50% of the jackpot. So by rule the 

winner only got 50%. But the good news is we set the new 

board on Sunday Sept 24th, and on Sept 28th we start a new 

QOH with a new set of rules (established by the E-board and 

will be posted and displayed) with our largest starting jackpot 

to date, $10k. We are making a plan for another busy Q of H 

round.  

Remember we serve lunch M-F 11-2. Mark your calendars for 

Treehouse Vets all you-can-eat Chili on Friday night Octo-

ber 14th 6-8pm, and Skippy and Scotty’s all-you-can pancake 

extravaganza on Friday night October 28th 6-8pm.  

As always thanks to everyone that keeps this place running 

like a well oiled machine.  The list is to long to put in my arti-

cle. And remember, YOU can volunteer around Post 639 any-

time, and if you haven't paid your dues get with our on duty 

staff or our Adjutant Tom Newsom.  

Remember to stand tall, fly your Flag and be proud. God 

Bless America. 

Mike Goforth 

Commander 

Legion Post 639 

Chaplain 
 

The Lord told us to pray always.  In these times, 

we NEED to pray.  Let me explain myself.   

Russia’s leader is so possessed in trying to take 

over another country.  He has no feeling for people 

or families.  I pray the Lord will put a thought in his mind that 

this is a bad idea. 

So let’s pray HARD and OFTEN.  

All for now.  As always, the Post and its members are in my 

prayers.  

Rex Krasche 

Post 639 Chaplain 

Auxiliary 
 
It’s time for sweatshirts and shorts, pumpkin spice, 

candy corn, mums and trees changing colors. Happy 

Fall Ya’ll!  

ALA will kick off the fall season with our quarterly 

Raffle basket themed “All Things Fall”, featuring a beautiful 

utility wagon, donated by Post member Ed Fox. Thank you, Ed!  

Ticket sells will start Wednesday, October 5 th and can be pur-

chased at the bar. Our drawing will be on Wednesday, October 

26th at the Queen of Hearts event. 

Our Community Service/Veterans Affairs Coordinator, Chap-

lain Tammi Grantham, arranged for guest speakers from The 

Kitchen and Upward Bound, to visit us at our September gen-

eral meeting. We are reaching out to our area community and 

veteran organizations to learn more about these local groups and 

how we may assist them. Tammi has speakers lined up for the-

October and November general meetings as well. 

We held our third annual Spaghetti dinner and POW/MIA cere-

mony on Friday, September 16th. (See pictures on Page 6)

ALA members performed another heartfelt five-man missing 

table ceremony honoring the 81,536 Americans who are still 

unaccounted for. Our ceremony was performed by ALA mem-

bers, Vice President Terra Cooperider, Historian Mikayla Crig-

er, Chaplain Tammi Grantham, member Paula Maxheimer and 

member Melody Daniels and the Ceremonial Bell Ringer, Post 

Second Vice Commander, Adam Jamison. The Coast Guard hat 

was donated to us by Scott Appleby and obtained by Member at 

Large Sherry Hawk. The Army hat used for the ceremony was 

loaned to us by retired Segreant First Class Justin Adamson. 

Special recognition to ALA members Secretary Susan Heppard, 

Treasurer Hallie Scott, Member at Large Charlotte Kelly, mem-

ber/ALR Director Marsha Crom and member Joyce Sanders for 

the Spaghetti dinner service and dessert contribution. Shout out 

to member/Post employee Kim Goforth, Post employee Melissa 

Wilson, Post Sergeant at Arms Ron Jackson and Post Historian 

Bob Kalwat for your assistance. Thank you all for your instru-

mental role in making this a very special event!  

Our annual Children’s Hal-

loween Party is Saturday, Oc-

tober 15th from 1:00 to 3:00 

p.m. The event is open to the 

public. It will be a fun filled 

afternoon in the Pavilion area 

with games, coloring, chalk 

art, pumpkin decorating and 

of course plenty of candy. 

Snacks and drinks will be pro-

vided. In the event of inclem-

ent weather, the event will be 

cancelled. 
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I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our brothers from 

SAL for working side by side with us during Bike Nights at 

the Queen of Hearts event this season. We could not have 

done it without you! I would also like to personally say 

“Thank you” to member Susan Heppard for being in the Sugar 

Shack, every other Wednesday, representing ALA! 

In Spirit of Service, not Self 

Diana Cooperider 

President, Post 639 Auxiliary 

Sons of the American Legion  

 The Sons of the American Legion are looking for 

New and Past Members! 

The Sons are made up of male descendants of Veter-

ans who served in the US Armed Forces. Show your apprecia-

tion for your family members Service, and keep the memory 

of those brave Service members alive.  

Our motto is "Serving Those Who Served" this great country. 

We do this through our events and volunteering at the LZ 639. 

Annual dues are only $25... and you get soooo much more out 

of your service to these brave vets, who fought to provide the 

freedoms each of us enjoy every day. 

We are always interested in talking with individuals who want 

to help our beloved LZ 639. We meet at 7PM on the last Tues-

day of each month.  

Come out and sit in on a meeting or talk with a few of our 

members.  

Congratulations to our SAL offic-

ers for 2022-2023, installed on 

September 1st.  Going to be a 

GREAT year !!! 

Curtis Meyers, Commander 

Sons of the American Legion 

Service Officer 
 

EXERCISE, EXERCISE, EXERCISE 

Exercise is critical to good health, particularly as 

we age, yet we often find it hard to get and the VA 

doesn't help. So what's the answer?  

The Greene County Park Board certainly is part of it. They 

operate three fitness facilities (2511 W. Republic Rd., 2701 

Blackman Rd., and 301 E. Talmage) and are open to the public 

in and near Greene County at a cost of about fifty cents a day 

(based on annual membership).  

The facilities are clean, well maintained and staffed, and ex-

ceedingly well equipped. All have indoor tracks for walking or 

jogging, gymnasiums for sports, tons of exercise equipment, 

and child care facilities. Personal trainers are also available if 

you need them (at reasonable rates). Both Republic Road and 

Talmage have pools and lifeguards. They also have exercise and 

sports programs for those who want group coaching.  

Some of these are free, and Medicare will pay for others. If you 

just want to use them occasionally the rate for adults is $8 per 

day and seniors is $6 per day. 

Stop in at any of these centers and grab a brochure. No commer-

cial facility can come close to matching their quality or cost. 

My permanent monthly reminder - If you need medical equip-

ment to help improve your quality of life, PLEASE contact 

me.  We have the following items available at Post 639 ….      

- Canes  

- Crutches  

- Wheel Chairs (both electric and manual)  

- Walkers (kneeling)  

- Scooters  

- Walking Boots  

- Bath and Shower Chairs  

- Toilet Support Arms  

- Bedside Commode 

Bob Scott 

Post 639 Service Officer 

Legion Riders Chapter 639   

September has been INSANE !!  Finally got good 

riding weather so we could do what we’re best at - 

serving veterans and the community (and having fun 

doing it).   

Saturday, September 10th kicked things off with a Poker Run 

for the Sam Biggs Memorial Foundation (raising money for 

children’s cancer research).  The organization outgrew their reg-

ular venue, so they hosted it at Post 639, and we were glad to 

oblige. ALL proceeds from the Post (food/bar/event) went to 

support the organization.  ALR manned the Sugar Shack, serv-

ing food from 11AM - 3PM, combined with an on-site BBQ 

Food Truck on site. All teams working together knocked it out 

of the park, raising around $14K for the event.  

Sunday, September 11th was Patriot Day. Several of our ALR 

members were on the Ride to the Wall in Perryville MO, so at-

tendance was down a little. ALR provided a cinnamon roll 

breakfast before the ceremony, put together by our 2nd Vice 

Commander,  Adam Jamieson. Red, White, and Blue balloons 

were released at the different times when the aircraft hit the 

Towers, Pentagon, and Flight 93 crashed. (See pictures on 

Page 7).                                                              

               (cont’d Page 4) 
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September 18th - ALR Monthly Meeting, we welcomed a 

new member - Erik Duff (yes, he’s related to Chuck Duff, the 

Dad)!!   WELCOME to the family Erik !! 

September 20th - Dinner Ride to Missouri Mike’s. Kim the 

owner took care of us superbly.  Skippy, of course, lived up to 

his reputation by bringing his own supplies to ensure availa-

bility !! 

We’ve worked every Queen of Hearts 50/50 

in September. As a result, our ALR funds 

have grown SIGNIFICANTLY.  We are 

actively reviewing options on how to use 

these funds most effectively in support of 

the Post and Veterans.  We’ll let you know 

how they’re used in the near future.  

Friday/Saturday, September 23rd-24th - was the Post 639 

“Members-Only”  Camping Event. (See pictures on Page 8). 

This was an appreciation event for ALL Post 639 members to 

recognize their efforts to date for 2022. I saw many members 

just “hanging out” in front of their campers, enjoying a bever-

age, getting to know each other better.  That’s exactly what 

this event was all about. Dinner on Friday night, breakfast on 

Saturday and a pot luck dinner/bonfire on Saturday night.  

SHOUT OUT to Jeff Gonynors, Skippy Cooper and Scotty 

Kelly for handling the Saturday breakfast preparation duties 

on Saturday AM. STELLAR, gentlemen !!!!  Saturday night, 

thanks to ALL who supplied dishes to go with the meat. 

SHOUT OUT to Adam Jamieson (BBQ Pitmaster) for 

smoking the brisket, giving up his Friday nights’ sleep in the 

process. Bravo, Sir, Bravo !!! 

Saturday September 24th - ALR Bill Maxheimer Memorial 

Ride to Rockbridge Trout and Game Ranch for lunch. The 

Rider of Honor, was, of course, Paula Maxheimer. Ron Jack-

son took a group of us on a scenic 150-mile route, and the 

weather was PERFECT.  So was the lunch once we arrived.  

(See pictures on Page 8).  

As September comes to a close, we’ll catch our breath and 

then dive into October. I have no doubt we’ll pick up where 

we left off.  

Don’t forget, it’s the season for 2022-2023 Annual Dues.  

Please see Bob Kalwat to get your renewals taken care of.  

Have your $20 and 2022-2023 Legion/AUX/SAL membership 

card ready, and you’ll be good to go !!! 

Riders, if you want to become part of a riding family who 

loves each other, loves to serve their Post, Veterans and the 

Community at large, please come and check us out.  Rest as-

sured, you will like what you find …... 

Ride safe out there …….. 

Marsha Crom, Director, Chapter 639 

Historian/Newsletter Editor  

First of all, let me express my most heartfelt gratitude for the 

appreciation expressed by the Auxiliary, Legion Riders and 

Post 639 at the General Meeting on 9/6. Whatever I do, I do 

out of love for this Post and its membership, AND to support 

our Executive Board, and the other volunteers who make this 

Post the great organization it is.  

Happy Birthday this month to the United States Navy !!  

The Second Continental Congress passed a resolution on Octo-

ber 13th, 1775, creating the Continental Navy.  With the end of 

the Revolutionary War, the original Continental Navy was con-

sidered unnecessary and unaffordable, as the government was 

heavily in debt due to the expenses of the war. And as such, it 

was disbanded, and the existing ships were either sold or given 

away. As a result, the United States was without a functioning 

Navy.   

Now being an independent nation (no longer protected by the 

English Navy) and with no armed ships of its own, American 

merchant shipping was victimized continuously by North Afri-

can Barbary pirates in the Mediterranean Sea.  

During John Adams’ presidency, the Naval Act of 1794 was 

passed to create a permanent standing US Navy to reverse this 

situation. Requirements set forth were for a fleet of frigates 

with (1) enough firepower to engage any frigates of the French 

or British navies, and (2) enough speed to evade any “ship of 

the line”. The original Congressional appropriation of 

$688,888.82 was made to cover construction. Secretary of War 

Timothy Pickering submitted a list of names for the ships to 

George Washington.  

The original six frigates selected for construction by Wash-

ington (and their construction locations) were: 

USS Chesapeake - 38 guns (Gosport, Virginia) 

USS Constitution - 44 guns (Boston, Massachusetts) 

USS President - 44 guns (New York, New York) 

USS United States - 44 guns (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) 

USS Congress - 38 guns (Kittery, Maine) 

USS Constellation - 38 guns (Baltimore, Maryland) 

Names also included in the original list were Defender, Forti-
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tude, Perseverance, Protector, and Liberty. George Washington 

chose 5 of the names as those reflecting principles of the US 

Constitution.  The 6th, Constellation, represented the blazon of 

the Arms of the United States, "13 stars, forming a constella-

tion."   Construction took place at six different sites, one for each 

ship, vs. building ALL at one single shipyard.  This enabled the 

congressionally appropriated construction money to benefit each 

local economy.  A civilian naval constructor was hired to direct 

the work, and 6 Navy Captains were appointed as Superinten-

dents overseeing the construction at each location.  

Today’s Navy is 490 ships strong, with another 90 either under 

construction, or in the planning/ordering stage.  It projects the 

power and principles of the United States to the far reaches of the 

entire world.  

Bob Kalwat 

Post 639 Historian/Newsletter Editor 

August VSO Activities/Info  

Give Vets Hope 

My name is Holly Butler and I am one the 
founders and co-facilitator for Give Vets Hope. 
I have been working in the mental health 
profession for a few years now and have over 5 
years’ experience working with at risk and 
homeless veterans as an intake specialist. I’m 
not a veteran myself but I have seen the need to provide a safe 
space for veterans and their supports such as family or friends 
to have a place to openly talk freely without any judgement. 
Now enough about me, I will tell you about our last meeting 
we had at the VFW Post 3404. 

On September 13, 2022, we had a great start to our meeting 
with pizza and soda as well as dessert. Our group had some 
great conversations and shared positive stories regarding 
some of their past military experiences and one amazing 
positive story from one of our members. 

One of the topics that was discussed among our group 
involved the power of listening and being free of any 
judgement. I enjoy hearing how everyone has been doing and 
how our group is helpful for them each meeting. We all come 
together and show respect to one another which is amazing to 
see! 

I do have to say, one of the best parts of sitting at group 
meetings is watching how quickly they are all there for each 
other in good and bad times. I am honored to co-facilitate this 
wonderful group and so grateful I have my facilitator, David 
Suits by my side and working hard to keep us all together. 
Thank you to everyone for your support in keeping our group 
going strong, we might not be that big...but we are a there for 
each other, respect one another and never judge anyone. I 
hope we can keep our group going for many more years to 
come so we can keep on Giving all Veterans Hope. 

Give Vets Hope group meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at VFW Post 3404 on 1136 E Atlantic from 5:30pm to 
7:00 pm with pizza and soda provided. Our next group will be 

on October 11th and then again on October 25th, 2022. 
Everything is free and we offer this opportunity to not just 
the veterans but their families, friends and we welcome 
service animals. Unfortunately, we are unable to provide 
childcare at this time. If you would like more information 
about our group, visit our Facebook page at: givevetshope/
facebook, or email us at davidsuits25@gmail.com. 

Holly Butler 

Founder/Co-facilitator 

Queen of Hearts Reset !!! 

The new Queen of Hearts board has 

been set. As you can see we secured 

the cards in sealed envelopes. We had 

a room full of witnesses, some who 

shuffled the cards numerous times. 

They were counted and hung in ran-

dom order by one person, 1st Vice-

Commander Michael Chandler. 

New rules were finalized at our Exec-

utive Board meeting on Sept. 26th, 

and will be posted in several loca-

tions.  

• YOU MUST BE PRESENT ON PROPERTY 

WHEN YOUR NAME IS CALLED will be the big-

gest change.  

• Ticket sales for the 7:30PM drawing will be sus-

pended at 7:20PM to allow for final preparations 

for the drawing PROMPTLY at 7:30PM.  

VIETNAM VET RADIO (vietnamvetradio.org) 

8181 S 4230 RD 

Chelsea, OK 74016                                                                   

Contact: Bennie P. Blount 

SFC, US Army, Retired 

Chu Lai 1969, Long Binh 1970, Vung Tau 1971-72 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Seal_of_the_United_States
mailto:davidsuits25@gmail.com
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POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony 

September 16th, 2022 

This table is set for five, the empty places 

represent the Americans still missing from 

each of the five military services - Army, Ma-

rine Corps, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.  

 

• The table is round, to show our everlast-

ing concern for our missing men and wom-

en.  

• The tablecloth is white, symbolizing the 

pure intentions of the service members 

who responded to the call of duty for our 

country.  

• The single rose, displayed in the vase, re-

minds us of the life of each of the missing, 

and the blood that our service members 

have shed, in sacrifice, to ensure the free-

dom of the United States of America.  It 

also represents the faith of their loved ones 

and friends who wait for answers.  

• The vase is tied with a red ribbon, which 

represents a love of country, that inspired 

the service members to serve our country, 

and for our continued determination to ac-

count for our missing 

• The chairs - they are empty, because the 

missing and the fallen are still absent.  

Auxiliary Presenta-

tion Team holding 

the covers of the 5 

branches of Military 

service. 

A slice of lemon, 

served on a plate, is 

to remind us of the 

bitter fate of those 

captured and miss-

ing in a foreign land.  

A pinch of salt sym-

bolizes the tears en-

dured by those miss-

ing, and their fami-

lies and friends who 

still seek answers. 

The Bible represents 

the strength, 

through faith, to sus-

tain those lost from 

our country -  a 

country that was 

founded as One Na-

tion Under God.  

The glass, inverted, 

symbolizes the miss-

ing and fallen ser-

vice men and wom-

en, who cannot par-

take.  

Remember them, all 

of you  who served 

with them and called 

them comrade; you, 

who depended on 

their might and aid, 

and relied on them.  

For surely, they have 

not forsaken you! 
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Serenity wants YOU for the Freedom Food 

Drive.  Collection box is right inside the Post 639 

entrance. Let’s make it happen by October 

22nd !!! 

9/11 Remembrance Ceremony 

September 11th, 2022 

At 10:28 the North Tower 

collapsed. 3 Vietnam Vet-

erans released red, white 

and blue balloons. We at 

Post 639 Remember.. 

 

At 10:03 flight 93 crashed 

in PA. We at Post 639 Re-

member..  

At 9:37 Flight 77 struck 

the Pentagon. We at Post 

639 Remember.. 

 

At 9:03 Flight 175 struck 

the South Tower.  We at 

Post 639 Remember.. 

 

 

8:46 Flight 11 struck the 

North tower. We at Post 

639 Remember..  
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 Post 639 “Members Only”  Camping Event 

September 23rd -24th, 2022 

Bill Maxheimer Memorial Ride 

September 24th, 2022 
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The response to the Missouri Veterans Commission’s estate 
planning clinic on October 25th in Springfield, MO has been 
overwhelming, to say the least.  As you might suspect, the news 
coverage generated significant interest in this event and I was 
inundated with requests to the point that it overloaded my email 
inbox and voicemail box.  All appointments for the 10/25 event 
have been filled and we are anticipating serving 41 veterans and 
their spouses that evening.  However, in light of the huge re-
sponse, I am planning to hold additional events in Springfield in 
the near future to serve those who could not get a reservation to 
this event.  As future events are planned, I will report that infor-
mation to the Post as well. 
  
There are currently 146 requests for appointments on the wait-
ing list and the calls continue to come in.  If you are wanting to 
make a reservation, feel free to contact me 
at scotty.allen@mvc.dps.mo.gov and I thank you in advance for 
your patience and understanding.  

 Scotty L. Allen 
General Counsel 
Missouri Veterans Commission 
205 Jefferson Street, 12th Floor 
P.O. Drawer 147 
Jefferson City, MO  65102-0147 
T:  (573) 522-4224 
F:  (573) 751-6836 

 

mailto:scotty.allen@mvc.dps.mo.gov
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US Navy Birthday - October 13th, Navy Day-October 27th 

  

From the Bar/Galley … 

Happy Hour at LZ639 : 

12PM-2PM 7 Days a Week (.50 off) 

6PM-8PM, Monday thru Saturday (.50 off) 

Saturday Breakfast - Morning Chow @ LZ639 

1st Saturday of the Month 8AM - 10AM 

Your Saturday breakfast is made 

possible by the following 6AM 

crew - Bob Dale, Dylan Dale, 

Mike Chandler with support 

and assistance of Scotty and 

Robin. Breakfast served 8AM-

10AM. Drinks separate charge. 

No charge for salt and pepper. 

Tell your friends as it's only $8 all you can eat. Please 

thank the people who give up their time to support this 

Post 639 benefit.  

Thanks to all who supported the September Breakfast at 

the Post. It was a pleasure to see Post members coming 

together again. Thanks,  Jeff,  for stepping in and helping 

out. Jeff is a new member in ALR. Jeff and his wife like to 

volunteer and be apart of giving their time to help worthy 

causes. He's not afraid to peel a potato either. 

Friday Oct 28th 6 to 8PM,  

Pancake Supper at the 

Post. Made possible by the 

labor of Scotty Kelly. All 

you can eat for only $8. Syr-

up, Plates and Chairs pro-

vided at no extra charge. 

If you have a special topping you want, then bring it and 

enjoy the company of others. This is a Post Fundraiser for 

post improvements or updates. 

The 6am Breakfast crew with this short message for you. 

Jim “Skippy” Cooper (got peanut butter) 

Your 6AM Support Team  

Operation Enduring Freedom Anniversary - October 7th 

           National Day of the Deployed - October 26th 

       National First Responders Day - October 28th         
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          Post 639 Schedule of Events                    

      October 2022 

•October 1   Sat     - Post 639 Breakfast 8AM - 10AM 

•October 4   Tue     - Post 639/Aux Gen Meeting, 7PM 

•October 5   Wed   - Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-8PM                        

•October 6   Thu     - Marine Corps League Mtg  VFW 3404         

          6PM Food/Fellowship, 7PM Mtg 

•October 7    Fri      - Operation Enduring Freedom Anniversary 

•October 8    Sat     - Sub Vets Meeting  11AM                                                              

•October 11  Tue    - Korean War Vets Meeting, 1PM                                                   

        - Give Vets Hope, VFW 3404 5:30PM  

•October 12 Wed   - Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-8PM 

•October 13 Thu    -  US Navy Birthday 

•October 14 Fri      - VFW 3404 Fish Fry 5:30-7PM   

       - Treehouse Vets Chili Dinner  6-8PM 

•October 15 Sat     - Kids Halloween Party, 1PM—3PM 

•October 16 Sun    - Legion Riders Meeting, 5:00PM  

•October 18 Tue    -  Auxiliary E-Board Meeting7PM 

•October 19 Wed   - Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-8PM         

•October 24 Mon   - E-Board Meeting,  6:30PM 

•October 25 Tue     - SAL Meeting,,  7PM                                                                                  

        - Give Vets Hope, VFW 3404,  5:30PM  

•October 26 Wed    - Queen of Hearts / 50-50,  6-8 PM                             

        - National Day of the Deployed 

•October 27 Thu     - Fleet Reserve Association 6PM                            

        - Navy Day                          

           NEWSLETTER CONTENT DUE 

•October 28 Fri       -  Pancake Supper -  6-8PM    

         - National First Responders Day 

•October 31 Mon    -  Halloween     

         - Post 639 E-Board Meeting 6:30PM  

Average Weather in October for 
Springfield …….. 

Daily high temperatures decrease by 11°F, from 74°
F to 63°F, rarely falling below 49°F or exceeding 83°F. 

Daily low temperatures decrease by 10°F, from 54°

F to 44°F, rarely falling below 31°F or exceeding 65°F. 

Over the course of October in Springfield, the length of 
the day is rapidly decreasing. From the start to the end of 
the month, the length of the day decreases by 1 hour, 8 
minutes, implying an average daily decrease of 2 minutes, 
16 seconds, and weekly decrease of 15 minutes, 51 sec-
onds. 

The shortest day of the month is October 31, with 10 

hours, 40 minutes of daylight and the longest day 

is October 1, with 11 hours, 48 minutes of daylight. 

The month of October in Springfield experienc-

es increasing cloud cover, with the percentage of time that 

the sky is overcast or mostly cloudy increasing 

from 31% to 40%.  

                      Veteran owned (US Navy)  

 Veteran recommended (Sgt. Ed Fox USMC, Post 639) 

The Salvation Army is putting together the schedule for 

Bell Ringers for the coming season.  The need is so great 

that ringing at certain locations will start as early as No-

vember 4th.  Sign up online at registertoring.com, or 

call the Point of Contact, Brook Mathews at 417-862-

5509.  
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 Post 639 Lunch Menu 11AM-2PM,  M-F 

Burgers. Served with fries.  Substitute Mushrooms 

or Onion Rings for $1.  Add bacon for $1.  Lettuce, 

Tomato, Onion, Pickle on request.  

• Hamburger $6 

• Cheeseburger $7 

• BBQ Burger $8.50 

• Classic Cheeseburger with BBQ seasoning, and 

onion ring, and drizzled with BBQ sauce.  

• Blue Burger $8.50 - Classic hamburger with our 

special seasoning, topped with Bleu Cheese 

crumbles.  

• Brunch Burger $8.50 - Classic with choice of 

cheese, topped with a fried egg and bacon.  

• The LZ639 $8.50 - Classic with a choice of 

cheese, garlic parmesan aioli and topped with 

grilled onions.  

“Smashed Sandwiches”  Served with fries. Substi-

tute mushrooms or onion rings for $1. 

• Grilled Cheese $6 

• Hot Ham and Cheese $6.50 

• Reuben $7.50 - Corned Beef, Sauerkraut, Swiss 

Cheese, 1000 Island Dressing 

• BLT $6 

Upgraded Classics. Served with fries. Substitute 

mushrooms or onion rings for $1.  

• Pork Tenderloin Sandwich $7.50 

• Grilled Chicken Sandwich $8- Topped with 

Swiss cheese, garlic aioli and bacon.  

• Patty Melt  $8.50 -  Choice of cheese, Grilled 

Onions,  T   Texas Toast 

Soft Drinks $2 

Sprite/Diet Sprite,  Coke/Diet Coke, Dr Pepper/

Diet Dr Pepper Unsweetened Tea, Coffee 

Classic/Specialty/Extra Specialty Pizzas - see table 

menu for selections/prices 

Volunteer Opportunities at the Legion 

As always, we have several volunteer opportunities for mem-

bers and non-members.  Currenly, we are in need of someone 

with excellent administrative skills and the ability to see a task 

through to completion.  This could mostly be done at home, 

but it will take some familiarization with how the business 

here operates. 

As our buildings age, maintenance has become a growing con-

cern. If you have any stills in any of the trades, or if you are a 

“Jack of ALL Trades”, we could use your help.  There are sev-

eral projects pending.   

At this time, we’re always looking for those with cooking 

skills. Special events, cooking lunch on those days when we 

need a sub to fill in, etc.  If you want to show off your culi-

nary skills to the membership, please contact the Post and 

we’ll get you set up.  

If you’re interested, please call 882-8639, or drop by. We’ll 

contact you and match you up with an opportunity. Volunteers 

are what allow Post 639 to function.  YOU ARE NEEDED. 

Come work and fellowship with us !!! 
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 Money raised by the sale of Legion, ALR and 

Auxiliary merchandise is then used in their Veter-

an support activities.  You are contributing di-

rectly when you purchase an item.  Pay right at 

the bar !! 

American Legion Price 

American Legion Hats $15.00 

American Legion License Plate (Plain) $10.00 

American Legion License Plate  $15.00 

Vietnam Memorial Wall Coin $10.00 

Vietnam Memorial Wall T-Shirt $15.00 

Ride For Life T-Shirt $20.00 

Christmas Par Tee $15.00 

RV Space Rental  (Non-Veteran) $20.00 

RV Space Rental (Veteran) $10.00 

Legion Hall Rental Variable 

Legion Grounds Rental Variable 

American Legion Riders  Price 

ALR Auto License Plate $9.00 

ALR Auto Plate $11.00 

ALR Belt Buckle $30.00 

ALR Chapter Tapes $2.00 

ALR Decal 3” $3.50 

ALR Decal 6” $7.00 

ALR Decal 12” $8.00 

ALR Do-rag (Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Do-rag Logo (Poly/Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Do-rag (Navy or POW, Poly/Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Hats $20.00 

ALR Key Tag $3.00 

ALR Motorcycle License Plate Frame $8.00 

ALR Patch (Back - Large)  $47.00 

ALR Patch - Medium  $10.00 

ALR Patch -  Mini $4.00 

ALR Pin $4.00 

ALR Support Our Troops Patch $3.00 

ALR Sweat Shirt $29.00 

ALR Hoodie $28.00 

ALR T-Shirt (Long Sleeve) $20.00 

ALR T-Shirt (Short Sleeve) $19.00 

ALR Windshield Decal $16.00 

ALR Zippo Lighter $23.00 

Auxiliary  Price 

Auxiliary Cook Books $1.00 

Auxiliary Hats $20.00 

Auxiliary Koozies $1.00 

Auxiliary Patches (Large) $8.00 

Auxiliary Patches (Small) $5.00 

Auxiliary Pins $6.00 

Auxiliary Necklaces $10.00 

Auxiliary Bracelets $5.00 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

        

       

     Breakfast 

       8 - 10AM 

2 

    

 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

3   Lunch 11-2 

    

 

 

 

 

             

 

         

4   Lunch 11-2  

      

     

 

 

Legion 639/Aux 

   Gen Meeting 

            7PM 

                                

5  Lunch 11-2     

    

   

 

 

      

Queen of Hearts 

        6 - 8 PM 

6   Lunch 11-2     

 

 

 

 

   Marine Corps           

      League Mtg 

         VFW 3404  

Fellowship 6PM 

    Meeting 7PM 

7   Lunch 11-2 

 

 

 

 

      

      Operation  

       Enduring 

        Freedom 

   Anniversary 

8      

 

 

 

         

        SUB VETS 

          11 AM 

 

      

     

9 

 

 

 

 

    

 

10  Lunch 11-2  

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

   

11  Lunch 11-2     

 

   

 

        

Korean War vets                                                 

     Meeting 1PM 

  Give Vets Hope      

VFW 3404 5:30PM 

12  Lunch 11-2   

   

   

 

 

        

Queen of Hearts 

        6 - 8 PM 

13  Lunch 11-2   

 

 

 

 

    

    

           US Navy 

        BirthdaY 

14 Lunch 11-2                                        

      

 

 

          VFW 3404 

        FISH FRY 

      5:30 -7 PM 

 Treehouse vets 

Chili meal 6-8PM 

15 

 

 

 

 

Kids Halloween 

   Party  1-3PM 

16 

    

 

 

 

   

    ALR mtg - 5PM                

 

17  Lunch 11-2     18  Lunch 11-2   

 

        

   

      

     Aux e-board 

         mtg 7pm  

     

19  Lunch 11-2   

 

          

 

 

                                                

Queen of Hearts 

        6 - 8 PM 

20  Lunch 11-2 

     

 

 

 

   

           

    

21  Lunch 11-2   

        

           

    

     

      

22 

 

       

 

 

 

 

   

23 

 

 

 

    

 

         

24   Lunch 11-2    

                  

 

 

 

          

    E-board MTG 

          6:30PM  

25    Lunch 11-2    

 

   

       

    

    SAL  Mtg 7PM 

  Give Vets Hope  

VFW 3404 5:30PM 

 

26    Lunch 11-2    

 

      

 

       

Queen of Hearts 

           6 - 8PM 

       Day of the  

        Deployed 

27    Lunch 11-2    

 

   

      

 

  FL EET RESERVE 

      ASSOC.  6PM                                                                                 

      NEWSLETTER 

     CONTENT DUE 

 28   Lunch 11-2    

 

      

 

  National First 

 Responders day                                                             

 

Pancake Supper        

            6-8PM   

29 

 

 

 

   

30 31   Lunch 11-2         
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LZ639 Pizza Company will make available to our members of 

Post 639 and families your choice of 12 different pizzas that 

we offer to area bars.  There is a minimum order of 6 pizzas 

and they will only be made when we are making orders for our 

wholesale customers and will be take out only.   

The price is $6.00 per pizza for 10” pizzas .  This is for 

personal use and cannot be resold. See Robin or one of 

the bartenders for additional information and to order.   

          A Service-Disabled, Veteran-Owned Small Business 

(SDVOSB) providing mission essential cyber security capabilities      

 www.foxholetechnology.com  - Wes Hester, CEO 

Ongoing Suicide Prevention 

EVERY month is Suicide Prevention month. Always be 

vigilant for your brothers/sisters that might need help. 

Some signs of concerning behavior include: 

• Hopelessness, feeling like there is no way out 

• Anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, or mood swings 

• Feeling like there is no reason to live 

• Rage or anger 

• Engaging in risky activities without thinking 

• Increasing alcohol or drug use 

• Withdrawing from family and friends 

If you notice any signs of concerning behavior here are 

some things you can do: 

• Start a conversation: Mention the signs that prompt-

ed you to talk to them. Stay calm and let the person 

know you want to help them. Don’t leave the person 

alone. 

• Listen, express concern and reassure the individu-

al: Let the person know you care and that you take the 

situation seriously. Letting the person know you care 

will go a long way in establishing a support system. 

• Create a safety plan: Ask the person if they have ac-

cess to anything that could harm them and call for help 

if you feel the situation is dangerous. 

• Get the individual help: Provide resources for the 

individual. Call the Veteran’s crisis line at 1(800)-273

-8255.  Or if you feel the situation is severe, take the 

individual to the closest emergency room or call for 

help. 

http://foxholetechnology.com/
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The History of  

Vietnam War Memorial  

 American Legion Post 639  

 

 

What follows is the next in a series of articles that tell the story 

of American Legion Post 639, Vietnam War Memorial, told 

through the experiences of the original founders.  Their experi-

ences as Vietnam veterans form the basis of who we are to-

day.  Gary Harlan, Ron Snyder, Gary Turner, Art Stout, Mike 

Chandler and John Bross share their stories in the coming 

months.  

May, June, July 2022 Issues - Gary Harlan’s history 

August 2022 Issue - Ron Snyder’s history 

September 2022 issue - Art Stout’s history 

This month - Gary Turner’s Interview.  Gary was a charter 

member of Post 639 / Former Commander. This is his story. 

I was born August 14th, 1946, grew up on north National in 

Springfield. Can’t remember the name of the Elementary 

school, but I went to Pipkin Junior High School. We lived out 

on the southeast part of town, had to take a bus all the way over 

to the school, pretty far away. Ended up going to Parkview 

High School until my senior year, then they opened up Glen-

dale. I was in the first graduating class of Glendale in 1964. 

Then I went to what was called back then Rolla School of 

Mines (now University of Missouri at Rolla) for 4 years. But I 

drank too much beer and got a draft notice in 1968. Got it on 

Friday the 13th. Wasn’t a good sign.  

Had to go to Kansas City for induction, then to Ft Leonard 

Wood for basic, then went out to Washington for AIT.  I was 

assigned to basic infantry. No special training on any particular 

weapon, just the M16. When I got to Vietnam I was assigned as 

assistant gun manager for an M60 machine gun, which meant I 

got to carry all the ammo. Was in country one year – July ’69 

to July ’70.  Lost some friends.  What’s interesting was that I 

started out with the 82nd Airborne. That was the first infantry 

outfit pulled out of ‘Nam, but you had to have 10 months or 

more to go home. I didn’t so I got redeployed to the Big Red 

One. Put me in artillery. Then THEY went home, and I missed 

going home by two weeks. THEN they transferred me to the 

25th Infantry Division. I was saying like “are you trying to kill 

me? Let me go home early”. But I was blessed, and I made it 

home.  

As far as anti-war experiences, when I first came back, I was 

going to bars with friends and the like, and periodically there 

would be some people who knew me in high school. We were-

n’t really good friends but they new I’d been to ‘Nam. They’d 

say “Hi Gary, how ya doin’”. Then they’d turn around and flip 

me the finger and walk off. Didn’t come into any hand-to-hand 

combat here luckily.  There was so much on TV when we came 

back that was not helping Vietnam veterans. But I did a good 

job of staying around guys who were either veterans or had 

been friends for a long time and supported me. So that helped. 

Came back to the world, and I decided to go back up to Rolla 

for school for a while. But I only stayed one semester because 

my dad got cancer. So I quit, came back to Springfield and end-

ed up going to Drury. Ended up getting my degree in Business 

Administration there.  I was in a Sigma Neu Fraternity, but I 

was older than most of the other guys that were there, and I’d 

kinda hang out by myself.  Guess you could say I was living 

life on life’s terms, and it was not easy back then for a Vietnam 

veteran.   

After I got my degree, I was bartending at the time. A friend of 

mine who had graduated from Drury called me up right before I 

graduated, (my nickname was “GT”) and said “I’m managing a 

bar and I need your help.  Would you come up here so you can 

get out of college?”  I said “SURE”. Here I was getting my 

business degree and I end up going to Columbia and went to 

work up there, ended up actually owning my own bar for a 

while. Began to consume too much alcohol with some drugs to 

be honest with you. That’s when I was in a blackout, woke up 

handcuffed in a police car. I asked “What am I doin’ here?”.  

He told me I’d been outside the bar, not working but drinking, 

and had a guy pinned up against the wall. Police ended up tak-

ing me over to the hospital in Columbia, and they said I needed 

to go up to the Fulton State Mental Institution for 20 days.  So 

I’d been there 4 days, and a guy came up to me (I was on the 5th 

floor, you had to work your way down to get out)  and he went, 

“Gawy, you’re a Vietnam veteran aren’t you?” I went, “Yeah”,  

he goes “You  wanna get outta here - now?” I went “Yeah!”. 

He said “Tell them you want to go to the VA in Columbia”. So 

a friend came and they let me go and I went up there and met 

with a psychiatrist for 45 minutes. He handed me his card and 

said “Gary, you probably need to be here, but we don’t have 

enough room. Will you call me if you’re gonna do this again?” 

and that was in 1976. I was very blessed not to do something 

horrible.  

I was blessed to wait 10 years but I got clean and sober in 1986. 

God is GOOD. God did for me what I couldn’t do for myself. 

Of course, you know, I helped get Post 639 up and running and 

I was the director of  the Vet Center. And even though I was 

drinking and still doing some drugs, I truly believe, especially 

after we got the Vet Center open, that we were helping save 
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some lives of other veterans. Because it was a place that they 

could come and meet other veterans and just hang out. That 

was one reason we got Post 639 going. We felt like we needed 

to unify again somehow.  

As far as very early relationships with the other founders of 

639, Gary Harlan and I went to school together. Ron Snyder 

and Gary Harlan, we all would just kind of hang out together 

and were communicating about “What can we do to get other 

veterans to pull together?”. That was one of the key issues pos-

sibly on why we wanted to get the Post going. There had been 

rumors and a lot of discussions about the existing American 

Legion Posts – they were really not pursing and trying to get 

Vietnam veterans to participate in their programs.  So we just 

decided that maybe we needed to start our own Post.  We 

would meet down at Post 69, just off the square.  As far as at-

mosphere, they let us use it for a while. Just like Gary Harlan 

and Ron Snyder referenced, the members there were mainly 

WWI and WWII vets, who did not understand our perspectives.  

I think a lot of that was because they listened a lot to the news, 

and all the other press.  Caused them to ask “Why did you guys 

do some of the things you did?” 

I think every Vietnam veteran always had to deal with friends 

(maybe not heavy-duty friends), but people they knew in high 

school, college, etc who were against the war. They would not 

necessarily confront you, but they would want to visit with you, 

or try to.  It was difficult for me to do that. “Gary, why did you 

guys kill babies, why did you do this, why did you do that?” 

WE ALL DIDN’T DO THAT. We were in combat for some 

time – things happen. And those things got all the attention.  

Anyway, we started meeting at the Green Beret Tavern.  Me, 

Ron Snyder, Gary Harlan, Art Stout.  That’s where a lot of vet-

erans hung out, and we liked the name of it – it was an attrac-

tion for us. Those early meetings were basically support ses-

sions.  We weren’t actually Post 639 yet, but that’s where we 

hung out. That’s who we were at that time.  When we would go 

to Post 69, we’d go on Friday and have people come in and 

spend money.  We were just trying to get it up and running. We 

ran Bingo games on Friday nights. And I think we had beer as 

well.  

I was the director of the Vet Center. The building we rented for 

it was right across from the YMCA. We had to borrow money 

for it, because at that time, Springfield’s population was under 

100,000, not large enough to qualify for federal money to cover 

startup. So we went to the bank for a loan, all of us had to co-

sign to get the money to get it up and running. That was a really 

big plus for us to get that up and running. I can for sure know 

for a fact that we saved lives, and it had a positive impact on 

being able to have a location where veterans could come. Even-

tually it got picked up through the Federal Government, and of 

course what’s going on now, it’s pretty amazing. Again, God 

did for me what I couldn’t do for myself back then, to be able 

to get that going. We had a lot of press coverage during that 

time.  

Veterans Center had a 24-hour hot line, job placement, counsel-

ing. I don’t know how many calls we got from the hot line. I 

remember the Police calling me and asking me, a veteran, for 

help. “Would you come and talk to this veteran?”  I remember 

we had one guy that was in a church, I knew who he was.  I 

don’t know if he had a gun or not, but he went crazy in the 

church. They called me up and I went in and talk to him and 

have him come out and give it up.  That was the church right 

across from our house just right off of Lester, 2162 Lester in 

Springfield was where we lived.  So every now and then, we’d 

get a all from the cops “Can you guys come out and help?”  

Preferably, now, calls like that would be answered by a thera-

pist.  We’d get a lot of calls during the day that were answered 

by a secretary, calls like “What do you guys do?,  can I come 

in?”  Sometimes we’d have people who would drive through 

town and hear about us and would just stop in.  So once more 

and more information got out about us to veterans, we really 

had a positive impact with more and more calls.  

My stint as first Commander was more of an agreement than 

anything else. I don’t really remember a vote being taken. So I 

agreed to it, it was as simple as that. The first meetings were 

chaos, most of us were either drunk or stoned.  No order, every-

one talking (loudly) at the same time. That goes back to how 

we all were feeling frustrated.  And the more we smoked or 

drank, the more intense it would get. We were living in anger 

and resentment, not a good place to be.  And consuming a lot of 

alcohol just makes it worse. Eats you up from the inside.  

There were many disagreements on how we went about things 

over my years as Commander, that’s just the way it was. But 

we were able to move through it, even though we were “Beau 

Coup Dinky Dau”.  (Editor’s note - Boocoo Dinky Dow" is 

how American GIs heard the French/Vietnamese phrase 

"beaucoup dien cai dau" for "very crazy.")  I kind of started 

backing away from the Post when the Vet Center started.  I got 

much more attached to that then I did the Post.  When I got 

clean and sober in 1986, I just couldn’t afford to go anywhere 

where there were large groups of people consuming alcohol. I 

had to make the decision to do what I had to do to stay clean 

and sober. I’d reached that point where if I didn’t, it would 

have physically or mentally ruined me.  My PTSD was having 

a huge impact on me because of my alcohol abuse. That also 

affected others besides me who were involved in getting the 

Post going.  At the start, we did what we thought was right.  

And I’m glad we did get it going, because look at it now. Not 

just this, but the Vet Center.  So glad I was able to participate in 

it, I really am.  

November -  Mike Chandler (Former Com-

mander) 
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History in September ……. 

October 1, 1908 - Henry Ford's Model T, a "universal car" 

designed for the masses, went on sale for the first time.  

October 3, 1863 - President Abraham Lincoln issued 

a proclamation designating the last Thursday in November as 

Thanksgiving Day.  

October 3, 1990 - After 45 years of Cold War division, East 

and West Germany were reunited as the Federal Republic of 

Germany.  

October 4, 1957 - The Space Age began as the Russians 

launched the first satellite into orbit. Sputnik I weighed just 

184 lbs. and transmitted a beeping radio signal for 21 days. 

The remarkable accomplishment by Soviet Russia sent a 

shockwave through the American political leadership resulting 

in U.S. efforts to be the first on the moon.  

October 5, 1882 - "Father of the Space Age" Robert Goddard 

was born in Worcester, Massachusetts. During his lifetime he 

was ridiculed by the public and the press over his idea of con-

structing a space flight machine. In 1926, he launched the 

world's first liquid-fueled rocket on a farm near Auburn, Mass. 

In 1935, his liquid-fueled rocket surpassed the speed of sound. 

Other developments included a steering apparatus for rocket 

machines, staged rockets to reach high altitudes, rocket fuel 

pumps, and a self-cooling rocket motor. 

October 6, 1949 - "Tokyo Rose" (Iva Toguri d'Aquino) was 

sentenced in San Francisco to 10 years imprisonment and fined 

$10,000 for treason. She had broadcast music and Japanese 

propaganda to American troops in the Pacific during World 

War II. She was pardoned by President Gerald Ford in 1977.  

October 6, 1846 - Engineer and inventor George Westing-

house was born in Central Bridge, New York. He developed 

air brakes for trains and was later responsible for the adoption 

of alternating current (AC) systems for electric power trans-

mission in the U.S. He was also the first employer to give his 

employees paid vacations.  

October 7, 1765 - The Stamp Act Congress convened in New 

York City with representatives from nine colonies meeting in 

protest to the British Stamp Act which imposed the first direct 

tax by the British Crown upon the American colonies.  

October 8, 1918 - During World War I in the Argonne Forest 

in France, U.S. Sergeant Alvin C. York single-handedly took 

out a German machine-gun battalion, killing over a dozen and 

capturing 132. He was later awarded the Medal of Honor and 

the French Croix de Guerre.  

October 8, 1890 - American fighter pilot Ace Eddie Ricken-

backer was born in Columbus, Ohio. He commanded the first 

U.S. aero unit to take part in World War I and was credited 

with 26 victories, becoming America's leading Ace. He was 

awarded the Medal of Honor. He later got involved in auto 

racing and headed Eastern Air Lines from 1934-63.  

October 9, 1940 - John Lennon was born in Liverpool, Eng-

land. He was a member of The Beatles, an influential rock 

group which captivated audiences first in England and Germa-

ny, and later in America and throughout the world. He was 

murdered in New York City on December 8, 1980.  

October 11, 1939 - Albert Einstein warned President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt that his theories could lead to Nazi Germany's 

development of an atomic bomb. Einstein suggested the U.S. 

develop its own bomb. This resulted in the top secret 

"Manhattan Project."  

October 12, 1492 - After a 33-day voyage, Christopher Colum-

bus made his first landfall in the New World in the Bahamas. 

He named the first land sighted as El Salvador, claiming it in 

the name of the Spanish Crown. Columbus was seeking a west-

ern sea route from Europe to Asia and believed he had found an 

island of the Indies. He thus called the first island natives he 

met, 'Indians.'  

October 12, 1960 - During a debate over colonialism in the 

United Nations, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev took off his 

shoe and pounded his desk repeatedly.  

October 13, 1775 - The United States Navy was born after the 

Second Continental Congress authorized the acquisition of a 

fleet of ships.  

October 13, 1792 - The cornerstone of the White House was 

laid by George Washington. The building, located at 1600 

Pennsylvania Avenue, is three stories tall with over 100 rooms, 

and was designed by James Hoban. In November of 1800, Pres-

ident John Adams and his family moved in. The building was 

first known as the "Presidential Palace," but acquired the name 

"White House" about 10 years after its completion. It was 

burned by British troops in 1814, then reconstructed, refur-

bished and reoccupied in 1817.  

October 14, 1912 - Former President Theodore Roosevelt was 

shot by a fanatic while campaigning in Milwaukee. Roosevelt 

was saved by his thick overcoat, a glasses case and a folded 

speech in his breast pocket, all of which slowed the bullet. Alt-

hough wounded, he insisted on making the speech with the bul-

let lodged in his chest and did not go to the hospital until the 

meeting ended. Roosevelt, a rugged outdoorsman, fully recov-

ered in two weeks.  

October 14, 1890 - Dwight D. Eisenhower, the 34th U.S. Presi-

dent was born in Denison, Texas. He served two terms as Presi-

dent, from January 20, 1953 to January 20, 1961. Nicknamed 

"Ike," he was a West Point graduate and career Army officer 

who became Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Eu-

rope during World War II. He held the rank of Five-star Gen-

eral of the Army.  

October 15, 1946 - Nazi leader Hermann Goering committed 

suicide by swallowing poison in his Nuremberg prison cell just 

hours before his scheduled hanging for war crimes.  

October 15, 1924 - Lee Iacocca was born to Italian immigrant 

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-henry-ford.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-thanks.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-t-rose.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/pacificwar/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/firstworldwar/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-york.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-eddie.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-eddie.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-ike.htm
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parents in Allentown, Pennsylvania (as Lido Anthony Iacocca). 

Dubbed "America's first corporate folk hero," he was a mechani-

cal engineer who became an automobile executive at Ford 

(creator of the Mustang) and later helped save Chrysler from 

bankruptcy. He also served as foundation chairman for the reha-

bilitation of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.  

October 16, 1859 - Fanatical abolitionist John Brown seized the 

Federal Arsenal at Harpers Ferry with about 20 followers. Three 

days later, Brown was captured and the insurrection was put 

down by U.S. Marines under the command of Col. Robert E. 

Lee. Brown was convicted by the Commonwealth of Virginia of 

treason, murder, and inciting slaves to rebellion, and was hanged 

on December 2, 1859.  

October 17, 1777 - During the American Revolutionary War, 

British General John Burgoyne and his entire army of 5,700 men 

surrendered to American General Horatio Gates after the Battle 

of Saratoga, the first big American victory.  

October 19, 1781 - As their band played The World Turned Up-

side Down, the British Army marched out in formation and sur-

rendered to the Americans at Yorktown. More than 7,000 British 

and Hessian troops, led by British General Lord Cornwallis, sur-

rendered to General George Washington. The war between Brit-

ain and its American colonies was effectively ended. The final 

peace treaty was signed in Paris on September 3, 1783.  

October 20, 1944 - During World War II in the Pacific, General 

Douglas MacArthur set foot on Philippine soil for the first time 

since his escape in 1942, fulfilling his promise, "I shall return."  

October 22, 1962 - President John F. Kennedy appeared on tele-

vision to inform Americans of the existence of Russian missiles 

in Cuba. The President demanded their removal and announced a 

naval "quarantine" of Cuba. Six days later, the Russians an-

nounced they would remove the weapons. In return, the U.S. 

later removed missiles from Turkey.  

October 23, 1983 - Terrorists drove a truck loaded with TNT 

into the U.S. and French headquarters in Beirut, Lebanon, ex-

ploding it and killing 241 U.S. Marines and 58 French paratroop-

ers.  

October 26, 1881 - The shoot-out at the O.K. Corral in Tomb-

stone, Arizona, occurred between the feuding Clanton and Earp 

families. Wyatt Earp, two of his brothers and "Doc" Holliday 

gunned down two Clantons and two others.  

October 27, 1787 - The first of 85 Federalist Papers appeared in 

print in a New York City newspaper. The essays argued for the 

adoption of the new U.S. Constitution. They were written by 

Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay. 

October 29, 1929 - The stock market crashed as over 16 million 

shares were dumped amid tumbling prices. The Great Depres-

sion followed in America, lasting until the outbreak of World 

War II.   

October 31, 1952 - The U.S. detonated its first hydrogen 

bomb at the Elugelab Atoll in the Eniwetok Proving Grounds 

in the Pacific Marshall Islands.  

For the Good of the Legion … 

The USAF has a quiet and 

slow-moving fighter/bomber, 

designated the A10 Thunder-

bolt, known as the “Warthog”, 

the slowest fighter/bomber in 

the USAF.  

The Warthog is about the size 

of a medium-sized fighter/bomber - about 30 ft long, with a 

wingspan of about the same width. It is equipped with two 

turbofan jet engines.  These engines are much quieter, with 

none of the thundering roar of other jets.  

The aircraft has a long, big gatling gun that starts at the edge 

of the wings and extends out through the nose. The landing 

gear is offset to make room for the gun.  It fires 30mm de-

pleted uranium rounds.  The aircraft is built around the gun. 

The A10 has a nickname from the enemy  - “Silent Death”. 

The Warthog is different than most jet fighters in that it can 

hit its target, then turn around and hit it again before having 

to leave for home. The supersonic jet can only hit its target 

once, then leave for home.  

The Warthog is a tank killer with the shells mentioned earli-

er. It is capable of blowing a tank to pieces.  

Finally, the engineers made an airplane with the mechanic in 

mind. They put the engines high up on the aft section, with 

the engine panels giving the mechanics access to most of the 

engines for maintenance.  

The pilot has a protective bathtub built around him, so he was 

protected against shrapnel or incoming fire. The aircraft was 

built strong.  One pilot had a 2 foot hole shot in the wing and 

still made it home.  

The USAF was not too fond of the A10, as they tried to retire 

it, but it is still around, and it’s anyone’s guess for how long.  

The slowest but very potent plane has made its mark in com-

bat history.  

Charlie Weaver 

https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-j-brown.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-mac-wades.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/speeches/jfk-cuban.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/speeches/jfk-cuban.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/oct-bombing.htm


 20 

Commander Mike Goforth commanderlz639@gmail.com 

1st Vice Commander Mike Chandler chandlermp1@gmail.com 

2nd Vice Commander Adam Jamieson fixxer560@yahoo.com 

Adjutant Tom Newsom menehune66@gmail.com 

Finance Officer Frank Messley lizzard1955@hotmail.com 

Judge Advocate Jim Cooper mcccoop@sbcglobal.net 

Sergeant at Arms Ron Jackson ronjackson417@gmail.com 

Service Officer Bob Scott bscottrf@gmail.com 

Quartermaster Barry Greene ibbeg@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Rex Krasche rexdk10@sbcglobal.net 

Historian Bob Kalwat rkalwat@gmail.com 

Member at Large Bob Dale justbob94@yahoo.com 

Member at Large Darrin Dobbs dobbster64@gmail.com 

Director Marsha Crom mjcrom54@gmail.com 

Assistant Director Kathy Davis kddavis258@gmail.com 

Treasurer David Turner dbts@hotmail.com 

Secretary Bob Kalwat rkalwat@gmail.com 

Sergeant at Arms Ron Jackson ronjackson417@gmail.com 

Judge Advocate Mike Brooks c130mike@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Herman Burkett eazydime@yahoo.com 

Chaplain Will Odgen aka_freestarr777@yahoo.com 

Ride Coordinator Ron Jackson ronjackson417@gmail.com 

Membership Bob Kalwat rkalwat@gmail.com 

Legion Post 639 Officers, 2022 - 2023 

Post 639 Legion Riders Officers, 2022 - 2023 
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President Diana Cooperider dlcooperider77@gmail.com 

Vice President Terra Cooperider tlc00011@gmail.com 

Secretary Susan Heppard smheppard01@gmail.com 

Treasurer Hallie Scott bscottrf@gmail.com 

Historian Mikayla Criger mikaylacriger@outlook.com 

Chaplain Tammi Grantham rumtumtrans@yahoo.com 

Sergeant at Arms Charlotte Kelly  

Member at Large Lindy Dobbs ldobbs21@outlook.com 

Member at Large Sherry Hawk shawk47@gmail.com 

Member at Large Sherry Jacobson midtxjacob@aol.com 

Commander Curtis Myers curtis74myers@gmail.com 

1st Vice Commander Eric Duff jhtduff@gmail.com 

2nd Vice Commander Al Manes akmanes7@gmail.com 

Treasurer/Finance Noel Heppard judstadad55@gmail.com 

Chaplain Frank Grantham rumtumtrans@yahoo.com 

Adjutant/Historian Mike House mike@wemovebetter.com 

Sergeant at Arms Michael Schwindt mike.schwindt80@gmail.com 

Post Laison (VFW) Nolan Moody nrmoody@sbcglobal.net 

Post Laison (AL) Justin Adamson sfcadamson@gmail.com 

Post 639 Auxiliary Officers, 2022 - 2023 

Post 639 Sons of the American Legion Officers, 2022 - 2023 
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Vietnam War Memorial 
American Legion Post 639 
2660 South Scenic Ave 
Springfield, MO  65807 
 
www.americanlegionpost639.org 
 
(417) 882-8639 
 
Post Hours: 
 
Mon - Sat  11AM - 9PM 
 
Sunday       Noon - 6PM 
 


