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From the Commander … 

 Well Happy Spring.  Who else besides 
me is ready for some warm weather? 
Outdoor events are upon us, and we 
will be needing volunteers to jump in, 
work hard and represent Post 639. So 

keep your eyes on the website, our Facebook page and the 
calendar in this newsletter.  
March was a great month for us. The SAL Chili Cookoff was 
a success. The ALA had a pie auction, and the ALR's silent 
auction during the cookoff was outstanding. Thank you all.  
 
The ALA was asked to hold a memorial for an Army veteran 
and the family was pleased and appreciated everyone making 
them feel so welcome. 
  
Paul Doelger has put together a Finance Committee to budget 
and plan for Post 639's future.  
 
We have been working on events not only to make use of our 
wonderful outdoor venue, but to reach out to other VSO's, our 
friends and businesses for fundraisers to help us continue our 
service of our local veterans and our outreach into the com-
munity. It takes all of us to make things happen.  
 
We are looking into several projects to make upgrade our 
property and make us more visible. One thing that I would 
like to accomplish is a new digital sign to replace our outdat-
ed sign that is visible from Scenic. I was told by the City that 
over 4000 cars a day drive by us, and I am surprised at how 
many people I have met and spoke with about Post 639 do not 
even know what we are and all the things we do. Of course 
digital signs aren't cheap. So it's a long term goal of mine.  
 
I know it can be done because of the long term goals that have 
been completed by generous donations, donated labor and 
equipment in the past are, the Milligan Pavilion, the camp 
sites, the Sugar Shack, numerous concrete projects, kitchen 
upgrades and most recently our new clubroom chairs. I appre-
ciate and am thankful for being involved in getting such great 
things done. 
   
I am honored and proud to serve as your Commander and I 
know when we set our minds to it we can do great things. So 
please speak to your friends, let them know what a great place 
we have that American heroes hang out at daily and they are 
welcome to join us anytime. Share our events, our website 
and Facebook pages, invite everyone you know, and let them 
read our newsletters. That is how we gain friends, volunteers, 
increase membership, and accomplish the goals we set. Thank 
you everyone. Stand tall, fly your Flag and be proud. 
 
Commander Mike Goforth  

 
Don’t forget - spring hours are back !!!  Monday-

Saturday 11AM - 9PM,  Sunday 12PM - 6PM.  

Nominations for the next election cycle open in 
April. Open in April/May, election is at the Gen-
eral Meeting in June.  

 

Judge Advocate 
 
The revised By-Laws for Post 639 are again provided 
for your review and input on pages 12-14 of this news-
letter, and will also be in the May edition as well.  
 

Please review and provide any input you have to me, or contact 
me with any questions/comments/concerns.  
 
Jim Cooper 
Post 639 Judge Advocate  
 

Chaplain 
 

Spring has sprung, or so we think.  The Post is start-

ing its’ spring events.  I hope the weather is good for 

our events.   

I hear there is another strain of Covid.  I hope it misses the US 

and goes somewhere else.  

All for now.  As always, the Post and its members are in my 

prayers.  

Chaplain Rex Krasche 

Auxiliary 
 

WOW, what a busy March we had! Dessert Auction, 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, Spaghetti Dinner. Raffle 
Basket and 50/50 for the month of March (pictures 
of the event are on page 6 of the newsletter) .Thank 
you to all who supported us and a BIG shout out to 

all of the dedicated member volunteers of ALA and our fellow 
VSO’s as we can not complete all we do without you!  

April 5th during our general meeting, we will have our New 
Members Initiation Ceremony to honor the following new mem-
bers of ALA: 

Lindy Dobbs 
Karen Doelger 
Kim Goforth 
Mia Harvey 
Ann Theurich 
Sherri Slack  

Congratulate these new members the next time you see them at 
the Post and welcome them to our Legion family.  

Saturday, April 9th, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. the Easter Bunny 
will be hopping in to the Post for our annual Children’s Easter 
Party held in the Pavilion area.  This year we are bringing back 
the Easter egg hunt as well as lots of games, chalk art and fun 
activities, rounding it off with snacks and drinks.  As always, 
this event is open to the public.   Come see the Easter Bunny 
and the Bunny Hoppers!  

In the Spirit of Service, not Self 

Diana Cooperider, President, Auxiliary 
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Service Officer 
 

New Visitation Policy for Mt. Vernon Veteran's 
Home  

Masks are still required for all visitors and groups 
are limited to five people. The home is open any-

time for family visitors with no appointment needed. Non-
family visitors must have an appointment. The lobby is open 
anytime and if you want to drop something off it does not have 
to go into quarantine. Tours and gatherings are still prohibited. 

Bob Scott,  Post 639 Service Officer 

Legion Riders Chapter 639   

Providing there are no more snowstorms, riding 

season will commence in April. Even if there are, 

some of us might decide to go anyway.  The fever 

is that bad to get started.  

Votes were cast for our 2022 destinations at the February 20th 

monthly meeting.  The results are as follows -  

• Undercliff - Tipton Ford, MO (8 votes) 

• Uranus/The Hub - St. Roberts, MO (8 votes) 

• Gaston’s Resort - Lakeview, AR (7 votes) 

• Ozark Café’ - Jasper, AR (6 votes) 

• Sam’s Cellar - Neosho, MO (6 votes) 

• Rockbridge - Rockbridge, MO (5 votes) 

• Pizza Cellar - Rockaway Beach, MO (5 votes) 

• Bennett Springs Lodge - Bennett Springs, MO (5 votes) 

Ride Coordinator Larry Tuck will be sending out time/date 

details via email for you to plan your calendars accordingly.  

Our March Dinner ride was March 22nd, to Galloway Grill. 

Weather was lousy, but they kept us cozy in their enclosure 

with propane heat. Our server replaced two propane tanks 

while we were there to make sure we stayed comfortable.  Ser-

vice was SUPERB, and she handled Skippy’s antics with great 

skill !!WELCOME to Mike Walters, who was a guest at the 

ALR monthly meeting on 3/22.   We had a blast as we always 

do.  Good food, GREAT fellowship.  

We were honored to participate in the March 12th SAL Chili 

Cook-Off with our silent Auction, with proceeds going to the 

Legion Riders. We made $600 to be used in our service to the 

Post and our veterans.   Thanks so much to all who contribut-

ed items to be sold.  (See pictures of the event on Page 6) 

Sincere THANKS going out to Tara Cooperider for design-

ing our Legion Riders banner, which was shown at the Shrine 

Circus in February.  Our banner will be shown during many 

future events to promote our organization and solicit member-

ship.  If you are chairing a future event, please make sure you 

fly this banner to promote ALR and our efforts.  

By the time this is published, we will have had our first ride 

on 3/26 to The Pizza Cellar in Rockaway Beach.  

April is ALR month for the 50/50 drawing at our Wednesday 

night Queen of Hearts event.  Normally, the proceeds from the 

drawing benefit our chapter.  However, we’ve decided to do-

nate our April proceeds to the family of Dustin Brandhorst, 

who was killed on March 19th in the line of duty with the 

Ebenezer Fire Department.  We have several connections to 

firefighting profession through the Red Knights riders (Ron 

Jackson,  retired firefighter, our Chapter Treasurer, former 

Director, Ride Captain and Curtis Meyers, Commander of 

our Sons of the American Legion Chapter) so this situation is 

near and dear to our hearts.  Our thoughts, prayers and support 

go out to Dustin’s family.  Rest assured, we are with you !!! 

If you ride and are not involved with ALR, please come and 

check us out.  You’re missing out, and you will NOT be dis-

appointed.  Come join our family and help us serve our 

veterans !! 

Ride safe out there, and remember - Bike time is deducted 

from your age ……. 

Marsha Crom, Director, Chapter 639 

Sons of the American Legion  

The Sons of the American 

Legion held their annual 

Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, 

March 12th.  Thanks to your 

help, this event was a HUGE success, 

not only for the Sons, but for the Auxil-

iary, Legion Riders, and Post 639 as a 

whole.  We are honored to work and 

collaborate with these great groups. 

(Pictures of the event are on Page 6 of 

the newsletter).  

Thank you all for participating , and we hope you enjoyed the 

chili as much as we did.  We had some great submissions to 

the competition.  One of the highlights was a bidding war for 

a donation that provided the Commander with a pie in the 

face. Some of it even rubbed off on me. It was an honor !!

Results of the competition: (Cont’d Page 4) 

 

We Want YOU! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sons of the  

American 

        Legion 
Come out and see what we are about.  

Last Tuesday of each month, POST 639 @ 7pm 
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1st Place - Justin Adamson 

2nd Place - David Cotner 

3rd Place - Josh Brack (ALSO Veterans Choice Winner) 

Congratulations to the winners !!!! 

As always, the Sons are looking for new and former members 

to step up and help with events, along with minor projects to 

improve our beloved Legion Post 639.  If you are interested in 

working with the Sons, we would love to talk with you.  

Please come out and see what we’re all about !!!  We meet at 

7PM on the last Tuesday of each month.  Next meeting will 

be Aril 26th, 7PM. Hope to see you there !! 

Sincerely,  

Curtis Meyers, Commander 

Historian/Newsletter Editor  

Vietnam War Memorial Post 639 has a long, colorful history 

going back to 1981.  Commanders have come and gone, E-

boards have come and gone, members have come and gone, 

but most importantly, the Post we serve and love goes on.   

We’ve made so many contributions over the years - to our 

beloved veterans, our community, and to each other. Nobody 

knows this story better than the committed Veterans who 

started everything we now know as Post 639.  

Next month, we’ll begin telling their story.  Since the begin-

ning of 2022, I’ve been consolidating information and inter-

viewing a number of those responsible.  Gary Harlan, Ron 

Snyder, Gary Turner, Mike Chandler and John Bross have 

been gracious and generous with their time, experiences, 

memories, and perspectives on how we came to be.  Some 

memories have not been easy for them to share, but they made 

them available in order for present and future members to un-

derstand where we came from.  Understanding our history 

enables us to better serve our constituency in the present and 

future. They have my extreme gratitude for their willingness 

to “put themselves out there” for our benefit.  

Please continue to remember and pray for the brave people of 

Ukraine as they stand against the forces of evil attacking their 

homeland. Their situation grows more dire with each passing 

day, yet they stand firmly and bravely to defend their home-

land. And the free world is taking notice, as are the forces of 

evil. The Ukrainian struggle is our struggle. Make no mis-

take.  

Bob Kalwat 

Quote of the Month - “Good judgment comes from experi-

ence, and most of that comes from bad judgment.”  

Post 639 Historian/Newsletter Editor 

February VSO Activities/Info  

Give Vets Hope 
 
While I don’t have much news to let you know 
about regarding our group, I am still calling, tex-
ting, emailing or leaving messages for a number of 
veterans or their family members.  If you know of 
a veteran that could use someone checking in on 
them once a week please let me know.  If you are a 
veteran, wife of a veteran, daughter, son or related 
in any way to a veteran I may be able to provide help for you 
too.   I was a school counselor, a licensed professional coun-
selor and a nationally board certified counselor before my 
retirement in 2012.  I am active on a number of community-
based committees and an active member of the VFW Post 
3404. 
 
If you would like more information about the “GIVE VETS 
HOPE “group please contact me at: davidsuits25@gmail. com 
or call and leave a message for me at 417-773-1837.  Our Fa-
cebook page is: givevetshope/facebook.  From this page you 
can access our website and learn more information. 
 
Thank you again to the editor’s for letting me get the word out 
about our group. 
 
David Suits 
 

Amvets Post 188 Willard 
 

I am attaching an updated flyer for the 

2022 Western Greene County Veterans 

Day Parade.  Please replace any old fly-

ers you might have with this one. The 

parade will be on Saturday November 

5th, 2022. We look forward to having all 

VSO’s participate !!  The theme is honor-

ing women in service, as this is the 80th 

year since the establishment of the Wom-

en’s Army Corps (WAC). If you know of any female who 

served in the WAC, please let me know.  We are looking for 

Grand Marshalls..  Please help spread the word.  This 6th an-

nual parade should be bigger and better than before. 

Diana Johnson, AmVets Post 188 

US Naval Sea Cadet Corps 

Give your kids a head Start in 

Life with the Sea Cadet Corps, 

Enroll Your Child into the 

Greater Ozarks Division Today  

Who we are:  

The United States Naval Sea 

Cadet Corps (Sea Cadets) is a 

maritime based youth program 

sponsored by the U.S. Navy 
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and supported by the U.S. Coast Guard. Cadets train on 

naval bases and other military installations in a variety of 

military disciplines, always choosing adventure, seeking 

challenges, and stepping outside of their comfort zones to 

prove to the world that Greatness Has No Age.  

The Sea Cadets was established by the Navy League of 
the United States at the request of the Department of the 
Navy in 1962 to "create a favorable image of the Navy on 
the part of American youth".  
 
Today the Sea Cadets continue to further the image of our 
maritime services by: 
 

•Developing an interest and ability in seamanship and 
seagoing skills 

•Instilling virtues of good citizenship and strong moral 
principles in each cadet 

•Demonstrating the value of an alcohol-free, drug-free 
and gang-free lifestyle 

•Exposing cadets to the prestige of public service and a 
variety of career paths through hands-on training with our 
nation's armed services 
 
The mission of the Sea Cadets is to build leaders of char-

acter by imbuing in our cadets the highest ideals of hon-

or, respect, commitment, and service 

The Greater Ozarks division is accepting new enrollments into 

their local Sea Cadet Corps. We are also offering a $50 dis-

count for an initial enrollment thru June 2022. The Sea Cadet 

Corps is a national youth leadership development program 

committed to instilling strong moral character and teaching 

life skills through leadership and technical programs.  

The program comes in two parts first is the League Cadet 

Corps which is for middle school students ages 10-13, as well 

as the Sea Cadet Corps for high school students ages 13-18. 

The local Sea Cadet unit meets on the third weekend each 

month.  

 
“We are asking the community’s help to increase the aware-
ness of the Sea Cadet Corps,” said Lt.j.g. Joe Hopkins, com-
manding officer, Greater Ozarks Division.  

 
Our program now in its 60th year has more than 5,000 cadets, 
with 2,000 committed adult volunteers serving in 380 units 
nationwide. The Sea cadets conduct over 400 trainings a year 
for both adults and cadets. Utilizing The U.S. Navy’s profes-
sional development program, we ensure the highest quality 
trainings for cadets. 
 

The trainings opportunities truly set our youth organization 

apart from other cadet programs. The cadet trainings are indi-

vidualized to suit their interest and abilities. For example, if 

the cadet has an interest in medical, we could send them to 

medical trainings, while another cadet may be interested in 

law enforcement. We can send them to Master-at-Arms train-

ing and so on. We also specialize in leadership, professional 

and personal development trainings for both cadets and adult 

volunteers. 

For additional information about the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet 

Corps, visit www.seacadets.org. 

Or reach out to me with the contact information below: 

Greater Ozarks Division 
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corp 
jhopkins@seacadets.org 

417-619-9745 

Queen of Hearts / 50-50 Rules of the Road 

In my random conversations with folks in the 

Clubroom from time to time, I’ve run across a number 

of guys/gals that are not familiar with how our Queen 

of Hearts / 50-50 games work.  

Thought it might be a good idea to go over the “rules of the 

road”, so to speak.  

First of all, ALL proceeds from both games benefit either the 

Post directly, or its sponsored organizations - Auxiliary, Legion 

Riders or Sons of the American Legion, which then support our 

veterans through their respective activities.  

Both games run on Wednesday nights.  Tickets are sold from 

6PM to 7:30PM.  Ticket chances for both games are priced 

the same - 1 for $1, 7 for $5, and 15 for $10.  BOTH draw-

ings occur at 7:30PM.  50-50, then Queen of Hearts.  

The Queen of Hearts Board (to the left of the Bar) is spread at 

the beginning of each cycle (restarts after someone wins). A full 

deck (52 + Jokers) is hung randomly by the Commander and 1st 

Vice Commander, and once completed, locked for security. 

There are sign-up sheets at the ticket table, with assignment lines 

for numbers 1-100. Once you purchase your Q of H tickets, you 

choose a number from the sheets, write your name to assign your 

self that number, write your assigned number on the back of 

each ticket you purchased, and put them all in the brass hopper.   

If you’re playing 50-50, purchase your tickets and you will be 

given a strip of the numbers you purchased.  The other strip 

from your sequence will be separated and put into the “draw” 

jar.  The 50/50 proceeds from ticket sales that night are split be-

tween the sponsoring organization (which rotates every month 

through the year - Auxiliary, Riders, and Sons) and the winner.  

At 7:30PM,  a Queen of Hearts number will be drawn from the 

brass hopper for a chance at the board.  The winner will select a 

card off of the board . The Queen of Hearts wins the jackpot. A 

non-winner means the jackpot rolls over for the next week.  

Hope this helps make things easier.  Hope to see you Wednesday 

nights !!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Bob Kalwat 

Post 639 Historian/Newsletter Editor 

mailto:jhopkins@seacadets.org
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 2022 Chili Cook-Off, brought to you by 

Post 639 Sons of the American Legion  

2022 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, brought to 

you by Post 639 Auxiliary 
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     Post 639 Schedule of Events - April 2022 

•April 5   Tuesday        -  Post 639/Aux Gen Meeting, 7PM     

              - Gold Star Mother’s Day 

•April 6    Wednesday  -  Queen of Hearts / 50-50, 6-7:30PM 

•April 9    Saturday       -  National Former POW Recognition 

     Day                                                                             

              -  Sub Vets Meeting 11AM                                                

              - Kids Easter Party, 1-3PM  

•April 12 Tuesday         -  Korean War Vets Meeting, 1PM                                                   

              -  Give Vets Hope, VFW 3404 5:30PM 

•April 13  Wednesday  -  Queen of Hearts / 50-50, 6-7:30PM  

•April 14 Thursday       -  US Air Force Reserve Birthday 

•April 15 Friday            -  Fish Fry - VFW 3404 5:30-7PM 

•April 17 Sunday           -  Legion Riders Meeting, 6:00PM 

•April 19 Tuesday         -  Auxiliary E-Board Meeting. 7PM

              -  SAL Monthly Meeting,  7PM 

              -  Give Vets Hope, VFW 3404, 5:30PM 

•April 20 Wednesday   -  Queen of Hearts/50-50, 6-7:30PM 

    BIKE NIGHT 

•April 23 Saturday       -  US  Army Reserve Birthday 

•April 25 Monday         -  Post 639 E-Board Meeting 

•April 27 Wednesday   -  Queen of Hearts / 50-50, 6-7:30PM 

•April 28 Thursday       -  Fleet Reserve Assoc. Meeting, 6PM                      

                NEWSLETTER CONTENT DUE 

             Gold Star Spouses Day - April 5th 

            Former POW Recognition Day - April 9th 

           Air Force Reserve Birthday - April 14th 

               Army Reserve Birthday - April 23rd 
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    Post 639 Lunch Menu 11AM-2PM,  M-F 

Burgers. Served with fries.  Substitute Mushrooms or Onion 

Rings for $1.  Add bacon for $1.  Lettuce, Tomato, Onion, Pick-

le on request.  

• Hamburger $6 

• Cheeseburger $7 

• BBQ Burger $8.50 

• Classic Cheeseburger with BBQ seasoning, and onion ring, 

and drizzled with BBQ sauce.  

• Blue Burger $8.50 - Classic hamburger with our special 

seasoning, topped with Bleu Cheese crumbles.  

• Brunch Burger $8.50 - Classic cheeseburger topped with 

a fried egg and bacon.  

• The LZ639 $8.50 - Classic cheeseburger with a garlic par-

mesan aioli and topped grilled onions.  

“Smashed Sandwiches”  Served with fries. Substitute 

mushrooms or onion rings for $1. Substitute chili or soup of 

the day for $1.50.  

• Grilled Cheese $6 

• Hot Ham and Cheese $6 

• Reuben $7 

• BLT $6 

• Pepperoni Pizza $7 - Toasted sandwich stuffed with Mari-

nara, fresh-sliced Mozzarella and Pepperoni.  

Upgraded Classics. Served with fries. Substitute mush-

rooms or onion rings for $1. Substitute chili or soup of the day 

for $1.50 

• Pork Tenderloin Sandwich $6 

• Grilled Chicken Sandwich $6 - Topped with Swiss cheese 

and bacon.  

• Garlic Parmesan Chicken Sandwich $6 - Topped with Gar-

lic Parmesan Aioli and bacon.  

Soup $3.50 

• *Only one soup offered per day.  Ask the Bartender for the 

soup of the day* 

Chili $3.50 

• Homemade by the Commander himself !! 

Soft Drinks $2 

Sprite/Diet Sprite  Coke/Diet Coke  Dr Pepper/Diet Dr Pepper 

Unsweetened Tea   Coffee 

For the Good of the Legion .. 

AMERICAN LEGION FLAG PROTECTION PETITION 

The petition states as follows: 

“I believe our servicemembers fought and died for the values 
that our flag represents.  Desecrating the American flag is not 
speech but rather a hateful action.  

I stand with The American Legion and urge the 117th Congress 
to pass the proposed flag protection amendments - House Joint 
Resolution 51 and Senate Joint Resolution 20 -  that would al-
low Congress to prohibit the physical desecration of the flag of 
the United States” 

I voted yes.  I wear the flag proudly. If somebody decides to burn 
it, they’ll have to burn me with it. God bless the United States of 
America, and the flag that represents it !!! 

Charlie Weaver (Budroe) 

Average Weather in April for 
Springfield …….. 

Daily high temperatures increase by 8°F, from 63°F to 71°

F, rarely falling below 48°F or exceeding 81°F. 

Daily low temperatures increase by 9°F, from 43°F to 51°

F, rarely falling below 30°F or exceeding 63°F. 

Over the course of April in Springfield, the length of the 

day is rapidly increasing. From the start to the end of the 

month, the length of the day increases by 1 hour, 5 minutes, 

implying an average daily increase of 2 minutes, 15 sec-

onds, and weekly increase of 15 minutes, 43 seconds. 

Volunteer Opportunities at the Legion 

As always, we have several volunteer opportunities for members 

and non-members.  Currently, we are in need of someone with 

excellent administrative skills and the ability to see a task through 

to completion.  This could mostly be done at home, but it will 

take some familiarization with how the business here operates. 

As our buildings age, maintenance has become a growing con-

cern. If you have any stills in any of the trades, or if you are a 

“Jack of ALL Trades”, we could use your help.  There are several 

projects pending.   

At this time, we always looking for those with cooking skills. 

Special events, cooking lunch on those days when we need a 

sub to fill in, etc.  If you want to show off your culinary skills 

to the membership, please contact the Post and we’ll get you 

set up.  

If you’re interested, please call 882-8639, or drop by. We’ll con-

tact you and match you up with an opportunity. Volunteers are 

what allow Post 639 to function.  YOU ARE NEEDED. Come 

work and fellowship with us !!! 
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 Money raised by the sale of Legion, ALR and 

Auxiliary merchandise is then used in their Veter-

an support activities.  You are contributing di-

rectly when you purchase an item.  Pay right at 

the bar !! 

American Legion Price 

American Legion Hats $15.00 

American Legion License Plate (Plain) $10.00 

American Legion License Plate  $15.00 

Vietnam Memorial Wall Coin $10.00 

Vietnam Memorial Wall T-Shirt $15.00 

Ride For Life T-Shirt $20.00 

Christmas Par Tee $15.00 

RV Space Rental  (Non-Veteran) $20.00 

RV Space Rental (Veteran) $10.00 

Legion Hall Rental Variable 

Legion Grounds Rental Variable 

American Legion Riders  Price 

ALR Auto License Plate $9.00 

ALR Auto Plate $11.00 

ALR Belt Buckle $30.00 

ALR Chapter Tapes $2.00 

ALR Decal 3” $3.50 

ALR Decal 6” $7.00 

ALR Decal 12” $8.00 

ALR Do-rag (Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Do-rag Logo (Poly/Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Do-rag (Navy or POW, Poly/Cotton) $13.00 

ALR Hats $20.00 

ALR Key Tag $3.00 

ALR Motorcycle License Plate Frame $8.00 

ALR Patch (Back - Large)  $47.00 

ALR Patch - Medium  $10.00 

ALR Patch -  Mini $4.00 

ALR Pin $4.00 

ALR Support Our Troops Patch $3.00 

ALR Sweat Shirt $29.00 

ALR Hoodie $28.00 

ALR T-Shirt (Long Sleeve) $20.00 

ALR T-Shirt (Short Sleeve) $19.00 

ALR Windshield Decal $16.00 

ALR Zippo Lighter $23.00 

Auxiliary  Price 

Auxiliary Cook Books $1.00 

Auxiliary Hats $20.00 

Auxiliary Koozies $1.00 

Auxiliary Patches (Large) $8.00 

Auxiliary Patches (Small) $5.00 

Auxiliary Pins $6.00 

Auxiliary Necklaces $10.00 

Auxiliary Bracelets $5.00 



 10 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

1   Lunch 11-2 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

         

            

3 

    

 

 

 

   

4    Lunch 11-2 

    

 

 

 

 

         

5   Lunch 11-2  

      

     

 

       

     

    Post 639/AUX  

     Gen meetinG 

             7PM 

              

6   Lunch 11-2     

    

   

 

 

 

 

Queen of Hearts 

         6 - 8 PM 

7   Lunch 11-2     8   Lunch 11-2 
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         6:30PM     

26  Lunch 11-2    

 

 

 

 

 

      

  

 

27   Lunch 11-2    

      

 

 

 

 

Queen of Hearts 

         6 - 8 PM 

 28  Lunch 11-2    

   

 

  

 

  FL EET RESERVE 

      ASSOC.  6PM                                                                                 

     NEWSLETTER 

    CONTENT DUE 

29   Lunch 11-2      

           

30 
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LZ639 Pizza Company will make available to our members of 

Post 639 and families your choice of 12 different pizzas that 

we offer to area bars.  There is a minimum order of 6 pizzas 

and they will only be made when we are making orders for our 

wholesale customers and will be take out only.   

The price is $6.00 per pizza for 10” pizzas .  This is for 

personal use and cannot be resold.  See Mia or one of the 

bartenders for additional information and to order.   

          A Service-Disabled, Veteran-Owned Small Business 

(SDVOSB) providing mission essential cyber security capabilities      

 www.foxholetechnology.com  - Wes Hester, CEO 

Ongoing Suicide Prevention 

EVERY month is Suicide Prevention month. Always be 

vigilant for your brothers/sisters that might need help. 

Some signs of concerning behavior include: 

• Hopelessness, feeling like there is no way out 

• Anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, or mood swings 

• Feeling like there is no reason to live 

• Rage or anger 

• Engaging in risky activities without thinking 

• Increasing alcohol or drug use 

• Withdrawing from family and friends 

If you notice any signs of concerning behavior here are 

some things you can do: 

• Start a conversation: Mention the signs that prompt-

ed you to talk to them. Stay calm and let the person 

know you want to help them. Don’t leave the person 

alone. 

• Listen, express concern and reassure the individu-

al: Let the person know you care and that you take the 

situation seriously. Letting the person know you care 

will go a long way in establishing a support system. 

• Create a safety plan: Ask the person if they have ac-

cess to anything that could harm them and call for help 

if you feel the situation is dangerous. 

• Get the individual help: Provide resources for the 

individual. Call the Veteran’s crisis line at 1(800)-273

-8255.  Or if you feel the situation is severe, take the 

individual to the closest emergency room or call for 

help. 

http://foxholetechnology.com/
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        American Legion Post 639  

                                                             By-Laws 

 

 

 

Article I – Name 
 

Section 1. The Post existing under these By Laws is to be known as Vietnam War Memorial Post 639, an American Le-
gion facility, under the American Legion Department of Missouri. 
 

Section 2. The objectives of this post are set forth in the National American Legion Constitution. 
 

 

Article II - Management   
 

Section 1. The Executive Committee Members are as follows: Commander, 1st Vice Commander, 2nd Vice Commander, 
Post Adjutant, Finance Officer, Historian, Chaplain, Sergeant at Arms, Service Officer, Judge Advocate, and 2 members at 
large.  
 
The members of the executive board are those nominees and candidates who were elected at the June Post meeting for the 
position elected by the highest vote count. The result of the vote count will be announced to the attending members. Only 
paid up dues members will be allowed into the meeting to vote. Only current paid up members who present their cards will 
be allowed to enter the building and be eligible to vote.  
 

Section 2. Vacant positions on the Executive Board will be filled by nomination from the Commander and approved by the 
remaining Executive Board members with a majority vote of acceptance. The person filling the vacant position will com-
plete the remaining term period. A vacancy can occur due to resignation, inability to perform position duties, transfer from 
Post, or absent from 3 consecutive Executive Board Committee Meetings without approval of the Board.  
 

Article III Elections and Eligibility of Officers 
 

Section 1 No person shall be nominated for office who has less than two (2) years membership at Post 639. 
 

Section 2 Nominations will be opened at the April General Meeting and shall remain open until the June General Meeting, 
at which time the election of Officers shall be conducted. Additionally, a nomination list shall be posted at the Bar for 
“write in” candidates. 
 

Section 3 Only current paid up members who present their cards will be allowed to enter the building and be eligible to 
vote. 
 

Section 4 The Commander shall solicit volunteers to act as a nominating/vote counting committee. The Committee shall 
consist of three (3) persons who are not standing for Office.  
 

Article IV – Executive Committee 
 

Section 1. Commander -Within 10 days after the election the Commander will hold an Executive Committee meeting to 
welcome new Officers and discuss the Direction of Post planned. Also discuss any business requiring attention at the time. 
The monthly scheduled Executive Board  meeting will be the last calendar Monday of the month. A special meeting of the 
Committee can be called at the discretion of the  Commander. A quorum of 7 members must be present to hold a authorized 
meeting . 
 

Section 2. The Executive Committee shall approve the hiring needs of the Post. The Department manager  and/or the Com-
mander will conduct the hiring interview for paid positions. 
 

Article V – Duties of Executive Committee Officers 
 

Section 1. Commander – Preside over the Post General meeting and Executive Committee meetings and general supervi-
sion over the business and affairs of the Post . The Commander shall approve all orders directing the disbursement of funds 
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and shall make an annual report covering the business of the year and recommendations for the ensuing year. A copy will 
be given to the Adjutant as a post record. The Commander will also perform duties that require the post to maintain opera-
tions that are not covered by other officer’s duties. 
 

Section 2.  1st Vice Commander – Perform the duties of the Commander when called upon or shall succeed the Command-
er in the event of absence due to death, resignation or removal. Carry out the Post Children and Youth programs such as 
Candidates for Boys State, Cadet Patrol Academy and Support of the Oratory Program. Head the entertainment committee . 
 

Section 3  2nd Vice Commander – Set up programs to increase post membership and retain current membership levels. En-
sure the Post is active in community events such as Memorial Day community events as well as Veteran’s day parades or 
other patriotic activities.  
 
Section 4 Post Adjutant -  The Adjutant is charged with the keeping of complete and accurate minutes from General Post 
meetings and Executive Board meetings. This position maintains records outlined by current District, State, and Nation-
al  for reporting requirements. The Adjutant is the person who maintains the members’ information for purpose of Ameri-
can Legion qualified membership, mailing membership renewal cards, Post Newsletter, or other notifications important to 
the membership of the Post. Adjutant also records membership numbers at Post level for Post planning as directed by the 
Commander.  All financials (Adjutant Checking Account) to be controlled by Finance Officer. 
 

Section 5 Finance Officer – In charge of the Post financial records and tracking. The finance officer reports to the Execu-
tive Committee and Post membership the financial health of the post at Executive Board meetings and the Post General 
meeting. The Finance Officer is the receptor of all monies and is responsible for financial institutions deposits in a timely 
manner. The Finance Officer also ensures all bills and required licenses are up to date and paid as well as Post IRS tax filing 
is done within proper filing time frame. 
 

Section 6 Judge Advocate – Post Parliamentarian familiar with the ‘Roberts Rule of Order’ which are used at meetings. 
Ensure leadership roles have been changed with all State and Local Authorities/Ensure Licenses are up to date. 
 

Section 7 Service Officer – Shall be familiar with the laws, process, benefits entitled to veterans as set forth by the Veter-
ans Administration. Advise and assist members on where and how to get  resolution to their question(s) or issues. Responsi-
ble for Veterans affairs and rehabilitation matters. 
 

Section 8 Historian – Responsible for the formation and distribution to members a monthly post newsletter. A copy of 
these newsletters should be maintained in a binder for future reference. Also the Historian will maintain the newsletter in-
formation on the post website americanlegionpost639.org. The information obtained for the newsletter may require the His-
torian to attend Post activities and obtain information and photos. Responsible for the collection and disposition of all do-
nated historical pieces to the post.  
 

Section 9 Chaplain – Duties are to perform prayer at the beginning and ending of the Post general meeting, prayer at the 
Executive Board monthly meeting. The Chaplain is the person who has the honor of spiritual welfare of the post members. 
The Chaplain will offer divine non-secular services at dedications, funerals, and/or public functions. The Chaplain shall ad-
here to such ceremonial rituals as are recommended by the National and Department headquarters from time to time. 
 

Section 10 Sergeant at Arms – Shall be the duty of the Sergeant at Arms to retain possession of the Post Banner and to 
post it and the US Flag at each General meeting as well as the Executive Board meetings. Shall inform the Commander of 
all visitors/guests at General meetings and maintain order during the meetings. The Sergeant at Arms is also responsible for 
ensuring those entering at the election meeting are eligible to vote and enter the building.. 
 

Section 11 Members at Large – These 2 persons are elected at the Post General Election to represent the membership at 
Executive Board meetings. Assigned to fulfill the duties as new member greeters and assist them for at least 90 days. If ap-
proved to reduce from 3 to 2 Members at Large then create new position of Quartermaster. 
 

Section 12 Quartermaster – Backup for the Finance Officer and has check signing authorization. The Quartermaster will 
be a member of the Finance Committee, member of the Bar Committee and responsible for the entertainment/gaming activi-
ties. Other duties and responsibilities to be determined by the Post Commander and Finance Officer upon the needed addi-
tion. 
 

Article VI  Post Finances (new addition) 
 

Section 1. Revenue of the Post shall be derived from annual dues, and other sources as approved by the Executive Commit-
tee. Surplus funds of the Post shall be invested by the Finance Officer under the direction and approval of the Executive 
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Committee. 
 

Section 2.  The Commander shall appoint a Finance Committee and such Finance Committee shall prepare a proposed 
budget of anticipated income and expenditures which will be printed in the Post newsletter at least thirty days prior to the 
beginning of the Post’s fiscal year. The proposed budget shall be specific and as detailed as reasonably possible and shall be 
based upon anticipated income and proposed expenditures. 
 

Section 3. The Finance Committee shall prepare and present a proposed budget to the Post Executive Committee prior to 
the start of each fiscal year and the proposed budget, once it has been prepared and published in the newsletter, shall not be 
changed or altered without the consent of the  Finance Committee, or in the absence of such, by a two-thirds vote approval 
of the Executive Committee. No active person of the Executive Committee can serve on the Finance Committee. 
 

Article VII  Standing Committees 
 

Section 1. The Commander shall appoint the Standing Committee chairpersons for Americanism, Children and Youth, Fi-
nance,  Entertainment/Public Relations, Membership and Post Everlasting.  
 

Section 2.  Bar Committee –The Commander shall appoint the leader of the Bar Committee who shall report to the E-
Board. The Bar Committee governs the activities of the bar to include events, cost adjustments and bar/kitchen activities as 
well as hours of operation. 
 

Article VIII Resolutions 
 

Section 1. The Post General Meeting will be held at the Post on the first calendar Tuesday of each month at 7pm. 
 

Section 2. The Commander or majority of the Executive Committee can call a special meeting at any time. 
 

Section 3. Upon written request of 7 members, the Executive Committee can call a special meeting of the Post. 
 

Section 4. Seven members shall constitute a quorum. 
 

Article IX Notices 
 

Section 1. The membership shall furnish the Adjutant with their mailing address, email, and phone number. 
 

Section 2. The Adjutant shall make available to the Historian voting date, and requirements for eligible voting. To be pub-
lished in the Post newsletter. 
 

 

Article X Limitation of Liabilities 
 
This post assumes no liability nor obligations from any other Post, group of persons, or members of the American Legion, 
individuals, Corporations or organizations. 
 

Article XI Amendments 
 

These By-Laws maybe amended at any regular Executive Board meeting by a two-thirds majority vote. At the next General 
Post meeting, copies of the old and new changes must be made available to the attending members. Members of the Post 
must be informed that changes are being made at least 5 days before the old and new changes are presented to the member-
ship. The attending membership will vote to accept or not to accept the new changes. A two-thirds majority approval ac-
cepts changes as presented. 
 

This document is the accurate By Laws of American Legion Post 639 to the best of my Knowledge as Commander of Post 
639. Feb 2022 
 

Commander________________________________     Date____________ 
 

 

Adjutant___________________________________     Date_____________ 
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History in April 

Apr 01 1948 – Cold War: Soviet troops stop U.S. and British mil-

itary trains traveling through the Russian zone of occupation in 

Germany and demand that they be allowed to search the trains. 

British and U.S. officials refused the Soviet demand. Military 

forces, under direction of the Soviet–controlled government in 

East Germany, set–up a land blockade of West Berlin. The prob-

lems associated with the Soviet, British, and U.S. occupation of 

Germany grew steadily more serious in the following months.  

Apr 02 1865 – Civil War: The 10 month Siege of Petersburg is 

broken – Union troops capture the trenches around Petersburg, 

Virginia, forcing Confederate General Robert E. Lee to retreat. 

Casualties and losses: US 42,000 - CSA 28,000 . Confederate 

President Jefferson Davis and most of his Cabinet flee the Con-

federate capital of Richmond, Virginia.  

Apr 03 1946 – Post WW2: Japanese Lt. General Masaharu Hom-

ma is executed in the Philippines for leading the Bataan Death 

March. He maintained that he had no knowledge of atrocities until 

after they had occurred.  

Apr 04 Civil War - President Abraham Lincoln visits the Con-

federate capital of Richmond, Virginia, a day after Union forces 

capture it. Lincoln, accompanied by a small group of soldiers and 

a growing entourage of freed slaves, walked to the Confederate 

White House and sat in President Jefferson Davis’s chair. He re-

mained in Richmond a few more days in hopes that Robert E. 

Lee’s army would surrender, but on April 8 he headed back to 

Washington. Six days later, Lincoln was shot as he watched a play 

at Ford’s Theater.  

Apr 04 1949 – Cold War: The United States and 11 other nations 

establish the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a mutu-

al defense pact aimed at containing possible Soviet aggression 

against Western Europe. NATO stood as the main U.S.-led mili-

tary alliance against the Soviet Union throughout the duration of 

the Cold War.  

Apr 05 1968 – Vietnam: Operation Pegasus was launched by the 

1st Air Cavalry Division to relieve the marines at Khe Sanh.  

Apr 07 2003 – Gulf War: U.S. troops capture Baghdad; Saddam 

Hussein's regime falls two days later.  

Apr 08 1942 – WW2: The Japanese take Bataan in the Philip-

pines.  

Apr 09 1865 – Civil War: Robert E. Lee surrenders the Army of 

Northern Virginia (26,765 troops) to Ulysses S. Grant at Appo-

mattox Courthouse, Virginia, effectively ending the war.  

Apr 11 1945 – WW2: American forces liberate the Buchenwald 

concentration camp in Germany  

Apr 13 1972 – Vietnam: The Battle of An Loc begins  

Apr 15 1783 – American Revolution: Preliminary articles of 

peace ending the American Revolutionary War (or American War 

of Independence) are ratified.  

Apr 15 1952 – The maiden flight of the B-52 Stratofortress  

Apr 17 1961 - Bay of Pigs Invasion: The Bay of Pigs invasion 

begins: The Bay of Pigs invasion begins when a CIA-financed 

and -trained group of Cuban refugees lands in Cuba and attempts 

to topple the communist government of Fidel Castro. The attack 

was an utter failure.  

Apr 18 1775 - American Revolution: Revere and Dawes ride.  

In Massachusetts, British troops march out of Boston on a mis-

sion to confiscate the Patriot arsenal at Concord and to capture 

Patriot leaders Samuel Adams and John Hancock, known to be 

hiding at Lexington. As the British departed, Boston Patriots Paul 

Revere and William Dawes set out on horseback from the city to 

warn Adams and Hancock and rouse the Patriot minutemen.  

Apr 19 1943 - WW2: Warsaw Ghetto Uprising begins » In War-

saw, Poland, Nazi forces attempting to clear out the city’s Jewish 

ghetto are met by gunfire from Jewish resistance fighters, and the 

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising begins  

Apr 21 1918 - WWI: Red Baron killed in action » In the skies 

over Vauz sur Somme, France, Manfred von Richthofen, the no-

torious German flying ace known as “The Red Baron,” is killed 

by Allied fire.  

Apr 22 1915 - WWI: 1st military use of poison gas » German 

forces shock Allied soldiers along the Western Front by firing 

more than 150 tons of lethal chlorine gas against two French co-

lonial divisions at Ypres in Belgium.  

Apr 22 1836 – Texas Revolution: A day after the Battle of San 

Jacinto, forces under Texas General Sam Houston capture Mexi-

can General Antonio López de Santa Anna.  

Apr 22 2004 - Afghanistan: Pat Tillman killed by friendly fire 

in Afghanistan » Pat Tillman, who gave up his pro football career 

to enlist in the U.S. Army after the terrorist attacks of September 

11, is killed by friendly fire while serving in Afghanistan on 

April 22, 2004. The news that Tillman, age 27, was mistakenly 

gunned down by his fellow Rangers, rather than enemy forces, 

was initially covered up by the U.S. military.’  

Apr 23 1775 – American Revolution: During a speech before 

the second Virginia Convention, Patrick Henry responds to the 

increasingly oppressive British rule over the American colonies 

by declaring, “I know not what course others may take, but as for 

me, give me liberty or give me death!” Following the 56 | P a g e 

signing of the American Declaration of Independence on July 4, 

1776, Patrick Henry was appointed governor of Virginia by the 

Continental Congress.  

Apr 24 1805 – First Barbary War: U.S. Marines attack and 

capture the town of Derna in Tripoli from the Barbary pirates and 

the frigate Congress, commanded by John Rodgers, captures a 

Tripolitan gunboat, along with two prizes taken earlier by pirate 

ships off Tripoli.  

Apr 25 1775 – American Revolution: Cornwallis retreats from 

Guilford Courthouse » British General Lord Charles Cornwallis 

retreats to Wilmington, North Carolina, after being defeated at 

Guilford Courthouse by 4,500 Continental Army soldiers and 

militia under the command of American Major General Nathan-

ael Greene.  
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Vietnam War Memorial 
American Legion Post 639 
2660 South Scenic Ave 
.Springfield, MO  65807 
www.americanlegionpost639.org 
 
(417) 882-8639 

   

Commander  Mike Goforth commanderlz639@gmail.com 

Adjutant Tom Newsom menehune66@gmail.com 

1st Vice Commander Justin Adamson sfcadamson@gmail.com 

2nd Vice Commander  Mike Chandler chandlermp1@gmail.com 

Finance  Officer  Paul Doelger pauldoelger@gmail.com 

Judge Advocate  Jim Cooper mcccoop@sbcglobal.net 

Sergeant at Arms Ron Jackson ronjackson417@gmail.com 

Service Officer Bob Scott bscottrf@gmail.com 

Chaplain Rex Krasche rexdk10@sbcglobal.net 

Historian Bob Kalwat historianeditorlz639@gmail.com 

Member at Large Don Weiss  

Member at Large  Barry Greene  

Member at Large  Jeff Wurtz  


