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Friends,
2020 is in the rearview mirror, and considering all the
changes we’ve experienced, it wasn’t all that bad, really.
It’s not like we had to pack all our junk in seabags and
go to war, so relatively speaking, it could have been
worse.
Personally, I think many of you know I lost both my
parents this year, and I sincerely appreciate all the kind
words from you all. Many of our friends and members
have lost best friends, brothers, sisters, cousins,
children, grandchildren, parents, and spouses. It’s been
a hard year to mourn those losses for many of us, with
the restrictions on gatherings, and the islolation we’ve
all felt with the virus
It has been a comfort to me, and I know to many of the
rest of our members and friends, that we have the
camaraderie of our post. For me, being able to come and
work in the kitchen on Wednesday night and see my
friends after my dad passed was exactly what I needed,
and I was very thankful that I had a place to go and
something else to focus my energy on.
Several people have told me in the last few weeks that
they get more out of volunteering here than they feel
like they are giving. They are glad to have a family to
work with, and a place to come to.
I’ve often thought about volunteering at the post as a
service to the community, and to the Legion, veterans in
general, and the children and youth mission, but I’ve
seen recently that the people involved here really are
like a family, and that the benefits of legion membership
are far, far greater than anything in any recruiting
pamphlet that National mails out with their non-stop
renewal notices.

There are a few pages in the middle
of this edition of the newsletter
with a look back at some of the
things we did in 2020. We brought
the Vietnam Traveling memorial
wall back to Springfield. We raised
in excess of $30,000 for
improvements to our kitchen. We
sent kids to Boy’s State and the
Cadet Patrol Academy (both events
will be held in 2021). We raised
money for suicide prevention
charities, we served meals to people
in need on Thanksgiving, and we
wrote in ink the plans to bring a
memorial for the OIF/OEF veterans
this coming June to recognize the
service of the next generation of
veterans.
And in doing all of that, we had a
truly awesome time. As I sit in my office writing this at
13:20 on January 4th, I can hear a small group in the
club room talking (and probably lying, I won’t name
names) and laughing. Judy, one of our lunch volunteers,
is cooking a cheeseburger and chili for me ($8 with the
chili upgrade), and Connie just brought me a Jack and
Coke, easy on the Jack, because I’m not done with this
article yet. It feels like home.
If you haven’t been in lately, it’s time to stop by. You’ll
feel better, and we miss you.
Semper Fi,
Darin Hargis

Chaplain
This is the tme of the year when we enjoy family and
friends. The way the year has been, it will not be
happening. We have had Covid-19, and the Lord has
taken family and friends to Heaven, people have lost
their jobs, etc.
It has been a shame the world has come to this for the
end of 2020. I hope in 2021, we can come to some
sort of normal. It will not be a fast change, but one
for sure.
We have to have trust and faith in the Lord, and HE
will make the changes, not man.
If you need your chaplain, give me a shoutout.
Chaplain Rex Krasche

ALR
Happy New Year !! I know most of us never want
another year like 2020. Many have struggled through
the pandemic, and hopefully, have gained strength to
go forward for the New Year. We still must fight to be
healthy, and support our friends and families. Our post
reached out during the Thanksgiving holiday to help
our community in need. Please thank the volunteers
that made the Thanksgiving dinner a huge success.
This is an example of what our post is truly about reaching out to help others.
ALR will be selling sweatshirts as our fundraising
event for the winter. All sweatshirts are $28. You can
make your purchase with our bartenders.
In the next few months, be sure to get your
motorcycles ready for the rides ahead. We will start
the season in April.
Marsha Crom
ALR Director

Auxiliary
I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas and Happy
New Year !
We began December by honoring and remembering
members Marilyn Glasspoole and Katherine Cranford
with the draping of our Charter. Marilyn became a
member in 2002 and Katherine in 2017. Our sympathy
and prayers to their family and friends.
We decorated the Post for Christmas, and thank you
Terra Cooperider, Connie Johnston and Dana Naugle for
your assistance. We then waited for Santa’s arrival.

Santa and Mrs. Claus took time out of their busy
Christmas schedule and stopped at the Post on Saturday,
December 5th. With the help of their elves, they greeted
the 48 visitors we had for the children’s Christmas party.
The kids enjoyed visiting with Santa and giving him
their Christmas wish lists of toys/games. Mrs. Claus
helped the kids to pick out a stuffed animal out from
under the Christmas tree and the elves rounded the visit
out with a stocking filled of candy, coloring book and
crayons. The elves also gave out individually wrapped,
homemade decorated sugar cookies made by Kayla
Ortega, and juice boxes. Thank you Santa and Mrs.
Claus, portrayed by Rex and Mary Krasche, and elves
Mikayla Anderson, Hallie Scott, Kayla Ortega and Paula
Maxheimer.
The Christmas Shop event at the Mt. Vernon Veterans
Home was cancelled this year due to Covid. Our Mt.
Vernon coordinator, Gayle Willey, made arrangements
for us to send Christmas cards to all the veterans at Mt.
Vernon. Members of the ALA signed the cards wishing
the veterans a Merry Christmas. Covid restrictions have
prohibited our traditional giving to the Mt. Vernon
veterans this Christmas season.
On December 16th, ALA delivered 15 Christmas
stockings to Isabel’s house. They received coloring
books, colored pencils and a stuffed animal for
Christmas.
The Post Christmas party, originally scheduled for
Saturday, December 19th, was cancelled. If you
purchased a ticket for the event, return your ticket to one
of the bartenders for a full refund. We will reschedule
the event and ALA will decide on a date at the January
general meeting.
January will find us busy setting dates for the upcoming
2021 year for our events. Watch for our announcements
and mark your calendars. We are looking forward to
serving our members of Post 639, our veterans, and our
serving military men and women.
The Commander has asked me to put together a schedule
for the 50/50 raffle on Wednesdays during the Queen of
Hearts event. Hopefully, this will eliminate confusion as
we have experienced a time or two in the past. The
following is the schedule:

JAN - Post

MAY - ALR

SEP - ALA

FEB - ALR

JUN - ALA

OCT - POST

MAR - ALA

JUL - Post

NOV - ALR

APR - Post

AUG - ALR

DEC - ALA

Our heartfelt sympathy to member Connie Johnston and
her family for the recent loss of her grandson, Jake. Our
thoughts, prayers and love are with you and your family.
Yesterday is gone, tomorrow is never promised. Today
is the day to live, love and laugh. May 2021 bless us
all !
Diana Cooperider
Unit 639 President

2020 Children’s
Christmas Party

2nd Vice Commander
Update on the donation from the 6th Annual Veterans
Ball hosted by Veteran Student Organizations (VSO’s)
from MSU, Drury, OTC, and Evangel. The Ball was to
be held in April 2020 and donation was to go to “The
Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall” project. This was
delayed until this past September, which by then, The
Wall project had closed out the books. So now your
Post is hosting a “9/11 through Present Memorial” in
June 2021 with Mary Newsom as chairperson. It was
agreed on by The Wall committee, the 9/11 committee
and the Veteran Student Organization to donate the
2020 funds to the 9/11 Memorial. I received a check
from the VSO on December 15th in the amount of
$1400. In the pictures, Shawn Moreland, Jake
McKelberg and myself are shown with the Ceremonial
check at MSU.
It was suggested and I believe it will happen that the 7th
Annual Veterans Ball will recognize the Desert Shield/
Storm Veterans and maybe through present. Was also
suggested the donation from this ball go to this 9/11
Memorial project.
Semper Fidelis
Nolan R. Moody, Post 639 2nd Vice Commander

Christmas 2020
Santa and his
helpers

2020 Christmas Party
Rex and Mary Krasche

HISTORY - 2020 RETROVIEW
To say that 2020 has been CHAOTIC is an
understatement. We, as a Post, have remained focused
on our service mission in spite of the chaos - even
with a lengthy closure during the year due to Covid.
The reminders of our 2020 events that follow are a
testament to that focus. It’s not all-inclusive, and does
not reflect the countless efforts of all who contributed
in countless ways. It’s hard to see the big picture
when you’re in the middle of a battle, as this year has
most certainly been. Looking back once that battle’s
over can give us a sense of perspective, and helps us
re-energize for the efforts ahead. In 2020, Covid did
not deter us (nor did weather), hard as it tried to do so.
Imagine what 2021 will bring. I can’t wait !!!!
Semper Fi,
Bob Kalwat, Post 639 Historian
Queen of Hearts, 50/50 every Wednesday

Chili Cookoff, January 25th, 2020. Winners were
1st Mike Goforth, 2nd Will Ogden, 3rd Chad Lawson

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

01 Jan

02 Jan

New Years
Day

03 Jan

04 Jan

05 Jan

General
Meeting
7PM

10 Jan

11 Jan

12 Jan

18 Jan

ALR Meeting
6pm

Martin Luther
King Birthday
Holiday

24 Jan

25 Jan

19 Jan

20 Jan

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

26 Jan

E-Board
Meeting 6:30

31 Jan

13 Jan

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

Auxilliary
E-Board
Meeting
6:30PM

17 Jan

06 Jan

07 Jan

08 Jan

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

27 Jan

Queen of Hearts
6-8pm

09 Jan

Sub Vet Meeting
1pm

14 Jan

15 Jan

16 Jan

21 Jan

22 Jan

23 Jan

Fleet Reserve
Association
Meeting

Newsletter
ARTICLES Due
8am

28 Jan

29 Jan

Red Nights
Meeting
6-8PM

30 Jan

Ongoing Suicide Prevention
Septenber 2020 was designated as Suicide Prevention
month. But let’s not lose the momentum. Make EVERY
month Suicide Prevention month. Always be vigilant for
your brothers/sisters that might need help.
Some signs of concerning behavior include:
• Hopelessness, feeling like there is no way out
• Anxiety, agitation, sleeplessness, or mood swings
• Feeling like there is no reason to live
• Rage or anger
• Engaging in risky activities without thinking
• Increasing alcohol or drug use
• Withdrawing from family and friends
If you notice any signs of concerning behavior here are
some things you can do:
• Start a conversation: Mention the signs that prompted
you to talk to them. Stay calm and let the person know
you want to help them. Don’t leave the person alone.
• Listen, express concern and reassure the individual:
Let the person know you care and that you take the situation seriously. Letting the person know you care will go a
long way in establishing a support system.
• Create a safety plan: Ask the person if they have access to anything that could harm them and call for help if
you feel the situation is dangerous.
• Get the individual help: Provide resources for the individual. Call the Veteran’s crisis line at 1(800)-2738255. Or if you feel the situation is severe, take the indi-

History on January 1st 1776 - During the American Revolution, George Washington unveiled the Grand Union Flag, the first national
flag in America.
1863 - President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, calling on the Union army to liberate all slaves in states still in rebellion as “an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity.”
1892 - Ellis Island in New York Harbor opened. Over
20 million new arrivals to America were processed until
its closing in 1954.
1966 – On this day, advance elements of the 1st Regiment of the Marine 1st Division arrive in Vietnam. The
entire division followed by the end of March.

Historical January 1st Birthdays American Patriot Paul Revere (1735-1818) was born
in Boston, Massachusetts. Best known for his ride on the
night of April 18, 1775, warning Americans of British
plans to raid Lexington and Concord.
Betsy Ross (1752-1836) was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was a seamstress credited with helping to
originate and sew the Stars and Stripes flag of America
in 1776.

LZ639 Pizza Company will make available to our members of
Post 639 and families your choice of 12 different pizzas that
we offer to area bars. There is a minimum order of 6 pizzas
and they will only be made when we are making orders for our
wholesale customers and will be take out only.

The price is $6.00 per pizza for 10” pizzas . This is for
personal use and cannot be resold. See Connie or the bartender for additional information and to order.
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